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PROGRESS 0F JAPAN.

A
HE Empire of japan bas now been in existence for 2,000

years or more, and, during ail these centuries, flot a
single break bas occurred in the lire of E mperors. TheyI
haive ail been of the one family, and have cver been held

sacred and inviolable. This remarkable fact is due, no doubt, to, thc
national valor of the people, who repelled every attack upon thieir

[shores. Tlîcy -%'ere closed in from the outside world, li-Ke a tortoise
in bis sîxcil, and thus wcre enabled to preserve their peculiar cus-
toms from generation to gcneration. Like the Chinese in sonie
respects, thev possessed greater vigour and displaved more activitv.
No Mongols and no Tartars -,vre powcrfil or aggressive enough
to, tear down Ille barriers of exclusion and to disturb the unbrokcn
and unprcSdented succession of Emiperors.

In anckent tumes, there -was no distinction L-etwcen civil and
iilitary life. The -wbo1e people forn-ed one lîuge arniv; niilitarismn

reigncd supreme. To die in the name of patriotisi -%vas bield the
noblcst of noble deeds. Thc Emiperor, according to gencral belief,
controlled the destinies of ail bis subjects, and so there could be
nothing but everlasting glory in laying down lufe for hini.

he adoption of Chinese ideas during the M--iddle Agcs lîad the
cifcct of crcating a division of poiver. A line was draw-%n betwecn
the twro splieres of anrs and politics; but it -proved a ycry vague
one, and the wvarrior classes soon rcga.-incd suprcmlacy. At this stagu
ibiere became evidcnt a tcndcncy to distribute autbonity. F-eud.aUlsm,
g-radually made its w-ay int the land. he Emperor rented the soil
to the dnimyos or seigneurs, and these, in tumn, to the tenants. Tbe

systeni that prevailed wvas vcry nîuch tic sanie as obtaincd in otier
*countries, but the Eînpcror rctained tlic titie of ail] propcrty as a
* heritage lianded down ho him by bis predcessors. Slîogs or

governors rulcd in thc provinces, and they, as ai body, fornied the
rca-l powcer of the suite. The Shogulnte lield tbe sovercignity, of
tic country for seven cenhuries. In 1867 it surrcndered ils nuthorily
Io Uic Eniperor, and the old rê,,ginic was rcsumed alter zi lapse of
biundrcds of vcarsç. The Restoration nîarkcd a turning, point in the
hiiorn of Japa-n fromniTarrower Io broader lines of policy nnd froni
lowcr io bighcer idea-ls of lue..-

As soon as UIl Eniperor 'vas rct-urned Io pow'cr, lie began lu
exvrt -. vcrv progrcssive influence upon thc governnicnt of the Eni-


