THE RURAL CANADIAN.

HORSES AND CATTLE.

THE POLLED ANQUS, OR 4BERDEEN
POLLED.

e

The Polled Angus cattle being black, and
without horas, are frequently confounded with
the Galloways, although an entirely distinot
breed, as may essily be observed by comparing
the two. The Polled Angus are a highly improved
breed, long cetablished in Aberdeenshire, on the
east cosat. The Gallowsys are from the county
bearing their name, on the weslern seaboard of
Sootland. Very little has yet been known of the
Polled Angus caitle in Canada, but what has
bean heard of them has generally been in their
favour. A short account of their origin and his-
tory may be interesting to some who are un-
scqusinted with either, or with the characteristics
of the breed.

From the very carliest of times Aberdeenshire,

the prize ring would bo tco numerous to recapi-
tulste hero. Suffice it to say, it was a Polled
Angus bullook that carried off Princo Albert's
oup, at Poissy, in 1862, the competition being
betwoen all the breeders of the world; that a
Polled Augus yearling buil won the gold medal of
his olass at Paris, in 1878 ; that a Polled Angus
hag repeatedly gained the chiof prizes at Birming-
ham, and oarried off the champion cup on at
least three ooccasions at the great Ohristmas cattle
show in London, the last of these triumphs being
at the show for 18680. The Tillyfour herd now
oxists no longor. On the 26th of last August it
wag sold by auction and dispersed. The ac-
companying plate supplies a very excellent illus-
tration of tho Polled Angus breed, of whioh some
very fine animals are to be seen at the Agricul-
tural Colloge and Model Farm at Guelph.

Professor Brown says of these Aberdeen Polled
cattle:—

1 am very well soquainted with the Aberdesn Polled,
and it is well known that for early maturing it is equal

in Scotland, and particularly that part of it called

cattle, the name itself, 8o it i8 said, being derived
from the fact that it paid tribute to the Romans
in oxen, ** Buchan” being derived from the Gaelio
word ** bo,” ar ox, and ‘‘ oaen,” the head or poll
With the three brothers known as the * stately
Williamsons,” the largest dealers in cattle of their
day, the Aberdcen Polls were, during the last
century, special favouriles; and later still, they
were the chosen breed of Watson, of Keillor. It
was, however, chiely by William McCombie, of
Tillyfour, & member of a family whose intense
enthusiasm in cattle breeding could be traced
back for six or saven gencrations, that the Aber-
deen Polls were 80 greatly improved and brought
prominently into notice. From 1880 to the time
of his death, not long since, Mr. McCombie bent
sli his energies to the task of making his Polled
Angue herd famous in the land. His skill as &
breeder, aud practised judgment, were extraordi-
pary, aud enabled him, by careful selection and
in.breeding of the most judicious character, to
produce a race of animals that were able to send
to the great shows representaiives that ocould
hold their own against all comers.

to the Shorthorn, though not, so far as our experience

. POLLED ANGUS BULL.
«Buchan,” has been famous for its breeds of | goes, equal fo it in improviog other breeds or in attsin-

ing a greater weight in & certain time, At the present
time wo may call them our second-best beefing breed.”

PROFITABLE HORSES.

THE BRST ANIMALS YOR FARMERS TO BREED,
The history of & well-bred, sound, and well-
trained work horse of style sufficient for a car-
riage horse, or of substance enongh for a superior
truok horss, is entirely in favour of its judicious
brecder. Such a horse is able to begia work early
in its third year, and before it is three years old
can be trained to any work that may be reguired
of it. Indeed, regular but moderate work is bene-

ficial, beoause it tends to develop the muscle and’

fill up the form, begides giving that habit of do-
cility, steadiness, and obedience which contri-
butes grestly to make up its value. A good
styled carriage horse is bred from a large, roomy,
sound, docile mare aud a stallion having a fair
proportion of thoroughbred blood in him. The
Hambletonian, Messenger, ard Black Hawk
families are renowned for the fine carrisge
horses sirod by them, and Vermont bas a high

ml ion bi the Pollod Aberdeens in | reputation for the fine animsls her farmers have

sont out from her hills and valleys. Tho Morgan
sirain produces oxcollent, wiry, hardy,, aud un-
usunlly active and)stout oarriage horses of a
smaller and moro compaoct size, and such ani-
mals are in demand in tho oities and largoer
oountry towns as_ family carriago horses. ‘The
largo dray horses aro the produce of orosses of
Clydesdales and Percherons upon large woll-built
mares, and threo or four orosses make a horsoe in
every respect, except for broeding, quito equal to
the thoroughbred sire.

We might, perhaps, bo pardoned for romon-
atrating against a too common praotico of rotard-
ing the growth of a colt by a somewhat mistaken,
if not niggardly, economy. What advautage is
there in taking the pains to procurs a good colt
at considorable exponse, und of then sparing the
food and care upon which the profits of the ven-
ture dopend ? Yet many persons do this very
thing from mistaken motives of economy, rather
than from a knowledge of the cortain effect of this
poor management. A. colt should be kept thriving

and growing from its birth, The dam should be
made the instrument of feeding it well at tho
firat. The best of food and cure shounld be given
to her. Wheat or rye bran and sound oats, with
good hay, will be the best food both for dsm and
colt, and care should be exercised that the mother
is not exhaueted by over-work or injured by ex-
posure, either of which would have a bad effeot
upon the colt. After it has been weaned, the colb
should be liberally fed from .the first, The best
the farm ¢.ffords will cost but little more than tho
waste ususlly given to theso young animals, and
a warm, comfortable stable will cost no more than
a poor shed or & pen under a rough barracks. A
part of the stable should be provided fur it where
it may have the care and attention given to the
other horses, and with as great regularity, The
training abould be begun with the feeding, The
colt should be haltered, curried and brushed, and
handled daily, and be made familiar with its
owners and the manners of the different persons
about the farm. Any farmer who will take this
trouble with his colts will find that a brood mare
is the best investment he cax make on the farm,
and thai a colt will be tho most satisfactory and

profitable product he oan raise.
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