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Our Contrtboutors.
THBEE MONTHS A PAJISHIONER.

BY KNOXONIAN.

Put yoursclf in bis place is a good work-
ing motta for a man who wisbcs ta deal fairly
witb bis fellowmen. For thrcc months
I was compelled ta put myseli in the
bearers place in the pew, and I
tbink I learned a few tbings in the
pew that 1 could neyer have learned 50

qnickly in the. pulpit, perbaps neyer bave
learned there at aIl.

Bermuda is a good place ta bear repre-
sentative preachers. Clergymen tram the
large American cities araund New York
aten take a little rest in March and go ta
Bermuda ta tane np. The catbedral in
Hamilton bas services every day, or
almost evemy day, in Lent and there
you may bear sermons tram the higb.
est ai higb churchmen almost any day you
choose ta drap in. Dnring the tbme
months 1 was a paishioner 1 heard tblteen
preachers ai every conceivable variety preacb
about thirty sermons af varions degrees af
menit, but there was fia sermon tram whicb
1 could not learn something. My regular
pastor was Dm. Burrows, aur excellent
minister in Hamilton, and I venture ta hope
be would give me a certificate for regular at-
tendance and becaming docllity. But there
were plenty ai apportunities ta bear other
preachers witbout being a rounder and I
took a good many ai them. Besides aur
own pulpit was aiten snpplied by a represen-
tative preacher taklng a holiday, and I could
bear tbem withont leaving my own pew. I
began my career as a parishianer by hcarlng
Mr. Jordan and Dr. Parsons in Toronto and
wonnd it np in New York by bearing John
Hall, Talmage and same brother wha prcacb-
cd for Dr. Storrs. 1 had always fcît interest-
cd in Storrs' little book on preacbing withont
notes and I was anxians ta sec haw be did
it withont notes bimseli. That was not the
rigbt motive ta go ta churcb tram and I got
soundly pnnisbed by travelling tbree or four
miles on a cold evening, and nat hearing Dr.
Storrs alter ail. Served mt about right.

Somcbady may say tbirteen preachers
and tbirty sermons are nat suficient ta draw
general conclusions tram. Ail right, brother,
go an with vour abjections and 1 will go on
witb my conclusions.

More tban ever am 1 convinccd that an
an ordinary text, on an odinary occasion
by an ordinary preacher baIl an bçnr Is
,quiet long enough for a sermon. There are
exceptions fia doubt. A Scotch or Irish
cangregatian in the country that bas anly
anc service in the week, and that really en-

joV5 good preacbing may be an exception.
Special occasions are exceptions. Eminent
preachers wba are strangers may be excep-
tions. But for ordinary occasions and
ordinary men hall an bour 15 quite long
enougb. There is no eartbly use in bam-.
mering away at a cangregation alter a prcacb-
cm bas lost bis grip af their attention. On a
very bot day twcnty or twenty-five minutes
may be better than even half an baur If the
peacber bas bis matter in gaad shape.

More than ever am I convinccd that the

gregation lies midway between the frigid
" high and dry" and the sensational. I
heard the Ilhlgh and dry " in abundance
during Lent, and 1 heard a sermon in which
the preacher deciared that sonme pillars of
the church are caterpillars and in which he
found a place for the Scotch eider who said
that though he could do nothing else he
could object. Between these extremes the
best puipit work can be done. A sermon
may be grave, solemn and instructive with-
out being heavy or dull ; it may be bright
with out being sensational in the bad sens e
of that word.

My three months experience leads me
ta ask whetber it would not l'e a good thing
in Canada to give more attention to the
service without giving any less ta the
sermon. 1 know the dlslike that many
Presbyterians bave ta a liturgy of even the
mast modified kind. Might it not be well
to ask if this dislike is not in part a swing ta
the other extreme ftram something that 1 need
not mention ? Would it flot be an improve-
ment to divide the long morning prayer
into two parts and offer one part just before
the sermon? Would any serious harm be
donc if the pçople should join audtbly in re-
peating the Lord's prayer,?

More tban ever am 1 convinced that in
the matter of preaching Lanada does flot
need ta take a back seat in any company.
Too many of aur people bave a weakness
for thinklng that every man who preaches in a
large city or whose name they sec often in
print is a Chalmers and a Guthrie and a
Spurgeon and a Beecher rolled into one.
A little travel would cure them of that
weakness. 1 heard several representative
preachers from large American cities-men
wbo receive salaries that it would stagger
most of aur Canadian congregations even to
think about-and I could count twenty
Canadians in less time than it takes ta
write this sentence who preacb quite as
well-some of them a good deal better-
than these American brethren. And you
maybe sure that when a man goes fram home
he does not take his poarest sermon with hlm

BEY. JYM. Pà4TTERSON AND
COOK'S CHURCJJ.*

The structure that now bears on its front
in cast iran letters the name of Il Cookels
Church," and wbich stands at the corner of
Qucen and Mutual Streets, is said to be the
largest Protestant cburcb in the Dominion,
and 1 suppose that Mr. Patterson preaches
ta the most numerous oangregation tbat
gathers an Sunday in Toronto. The archi-
tecture of the church is massive and dignifi.
cd and does great credit ta its designer. Its
strongly-built, substantial watls of dark,
brown-red brick, witb their beavy piers and
taîl arched windows ; its fine tower witb a
note of simple grandeur about it that every-
anc wilI admit ; the arrangement of its porch
and front gable, the latter crossed witb an ar-
cading ai stone pillars and arches ; its great,
simple roof, and the low, tile.roofed tower
that farms its west gallery-staircase, make
up an exterior that will always excite the
attention and interest of those wbo care for
solidity and fitness in architecture. There
is no sbowiness about it, but there is a great
deal ai characte ; such arnament as there

work and the tear ai God. I saw taîl, well-
built, self-respecting, unirivolous young
wamen witb ' Old Country" inscribed in
legible characters aIl over tbem, and, ai
caurse, women of the same sort who where
flot taîl. 1 saw old men, witb the marks ai
years 'of faitb and patience and piaus
tbaugbt in their faces, coming in witb their
wivcs and cbildren.

Wben Rev. W. Patterson cames in and
takes bis seat it the rear ai the pulpit, you
sec before you a robust, aggressive young
Irisbman ai tbirty or thirty-five. He bas
more strengtb ai character than intellect in
bis face, and more sincerity and earnest-
ness than speculation in bis eye. He Is In
deadly earnest in alI be does, and the
seriousness ai the outlook he babitually
takes on lite is only modified by the buoy-
ancy ai bis yauthiul vigour. 11e looks like
a fighter and if you were ta tell me that be
bad once been a gaod boxer, and badn't for-
gatten baw ta parry and deliver naw, 1
should say that there is nothing in bis ap-
pearance ta belie the statement. His
abundant hair is black and neatly brushed;
bis strang, earnest face clean-shaven. He
bas a very firmn and purposeful moutb and a
very determined chin. 11e bas a preaccupi-
ed air as he cames in and sits down, and in
a iew moments be opens the service with a
few rapid, simple words ai prayer. Then
you know that he bas a pleasant voice and
that bis pranaunciatian is provincial Irish.
But there is a farce and magnctism about
bim that are very attractive. The man is
plainly 50 sincere and sa mucb absorbed in
wbat he is doing that yau cannet but attend
ta ail be does and says. Hie announces a
psalm ta be sung. It is the quaint, aId
Presbyterian paraphrase that looks sa odd
ta unaccnstomed eyes, and that pays no at-
tention ta the ordinary mIles ai versification.
He reads a verse ai it in a voice that makes
yon think it mnst ta him be transfigured by
Vears ai sacred associations. There is an
artless appreciation ai it in bis voice that is
very striking. 11e is flot thinking af how
be is reading it-bîs cangregation bas laded
tram bis perception ; be is absorbed in this
quaint verse :

The Lord ai ns bath mindfni been,
And He will bless us stili.
He will the hanse ai Israel bless,
Bless Aaron's bouse He wili.
Bath small and great that fear the Lord,
He will tbeoe surely bless,
The Lord will you, yon and your seed,
Aye more and more increase.

Wben the organ strikes no the tune ai
"Dnndee" and the chair and the great

congregation stand up ta sing the psalm
you can tell that they appreciate it too. The
singing at Cooke's Cbumch is eamnest and
massive ; it is psalm-singing pure and
simple, but there is a deptb and volume
about it that fairly sweePs you off your feet.
The combined tone ai that long row ai
female voices is a thing ta bear. There is
no striving ater effect in this psalmody, but
it gives you the idea ai a great reserve ai
strength. The maie vaices in3 the rear sup.
part the strain. The precentar seemns ta
enter into the meanivg ai the words and
sings away witb a vigar and spirit worthy ai
a chief singer in the sanctuamy. The con-
gregation jain in with a heartiness and vigor

not but Leed that it is ai the sort best adapt'
cd, on the whole, ta the Presbyterian order
ai worship.

There were mare psalms and Paro«
phrases, and again the minister led the
prayers af the congregation in a simple and
hearticit way. He read the scriPtureo
twice and made anc or two commielt5'
While the collection was being taken up the
chair sang the bymn with the refrain " Tii1

H e Cames," with great sweetness and feel
ing.

When Mr. Patterson stands up ta preach
he reads bis text in a plain, straightiorward
sort ai a way and begins ta speak with a
rapid and energetic utterance. His mnanDOC
ai speech is very direct, earnest, and ta tbe
point. There is flot a trace ai the acadelllic
about him eitber in language or manner.
A man af the people, he addresses the Peo-
ple in tbe people's awn language and. tbCy
attentively listen ta every word. His Se"
mon on Sunday morning was upon SilTia»
the Cyrenian who bore the cross ai JesOS.*
The preacher nsed neither manuscript 1Ot
notes. Hie entered immediately upail a
most interesting description ai the trial aüd
crucifixion ai Christ, and showed bow it was
that Simon was compelled by the Romn*
soidiers ta bear the cross. The simiPlicity
and force ai this narrative couid bardly have
been improved upan. It formed a starti»lg
point for several cogent lessons which seeU'*
cd ta flow easiiy.and naturally ont ai it. '
also placed the bearers in a suitable fra0l
ai mind for receivng those lessons. r4f.
Patterson bas the Irisb giît ai warmi and
moving eloquence, and be bas a gond Liea'
ai wbat 1 can find no better name for t'ia"
motber wit. Hie secs the points in a subIcCi
that are likeiy ta strike home;- he give5
little suggestive touches that, somebows stol
by anc. '"The Roman soldiers took off the
purpie robe tram Jesus ; wc do not read thait
they removed the crown ai thorns." 1«Sinfoo
iound it very bard ta have ta bear the cr055'
but while he was bearing it, where a
Jesus ? Nat far off."

TRE MISSIONf STEAMER cpy
SPRINaG."I

MR. ErnTOR,-Your issue of April 24tb,
says: Tne new Daysfring is on the waày*

.. Instructions have been received iD
Britain ta proceed at once with ber cO»'
struction on the Clyde."

In view of the above, and ai the
frequency with which the scheme bas b0ec
advocated, its progress set forth,' and it5
dlaims for support pressed upon aur CbUircbs
it is but fair ta the Cburch that a Iffler
statement should be made as ta who Order.
cd the steamer and what the diflereo3t

churches interested bave donc regarding 't'
THE FEDERAL ASSEMBLV.

This is an advisory body,, composcd '01
representatives from ail the Aust ralia»
Churches, in wbicb tbey take united actio
in matters ai common intcrest at HO!»C'l
and more especially in their mission «r
abroad ; and its findings, wbile not authari
tative, are usually acccpted as decisive.

When Dr. Paton retnrned ta AustralîSi
bc first asked, for bis scbeme, the approval

ai tis Fdera Assmbly butthe -.*#la~~
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