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FEDERAL LIFE

ASSURANCE COMPANY. /2 Z é

Assets, exclusive of over $600,000 uncalled Guaraatee Capital, over
$100 of liabilities to policyholders.

Insurance in force, over 810,000,000, Increase in last three years, over $7,000,000

00 to every

Policies on the HOMAN'S PLAN of pure insurance, and on other popular plans.

Head Office JYamilton, Ont.
Heliable Agents Wanted. DAVID DEXTRER, Managing Director.

Confederation Aife
zomomze | /326

~ $3500,00077

3 R mgcbonalb, . ¢ wpcoomen

MR W. P. HOWLAND,
Presidint.

THE TEMPERANCE AND GENERAL

Life Assurance Company,}

HEAD OFFICE: Manning Arcade, TORONTO. /j 5 6'
THE INSTALMENT BOND, SEMI- ENDOWME AND

GRADUATED PREMIUM.
EOH,

Plans of this Company are mecting with universal fasour among the insuring pubhc.
.C.. |y
1ck-Pxr EMbLENT,

Special advantages ziven to Total Abstainers.

HON. GEO. W. ROSS,
Minsster of Education.
PRESIDENT

HON. S. H. BLAKE, Q
RORT. McLEAN, E<q.,

HENRY O’HARA, or.Managing Direct

A WIDE FIE

ESS.

IS 00D FOR EVERVBODY, RUT ESPECIALLY

FOR INVALIDS AND CONVALESOENTS sooking to rogain Strength.
FOR ng&zﬂrgo&-nocmo tho Woakost Stomach can Rotain and thoroughly

FOR NURSING MOTEBRS- It is a most Valuable Food.
FOR OERILDREN -It lays the Foundation of Strong Bodies.
IN DOMESTIOC COOKERY - For enriching Gravies and Soups.
FOR ATELETES--When training to Dovelop Strongth of Muscle.

- HBALTI FOR .ALL !N 43— - |
HOLLOWAY'S PILLS /72

Purity the Blood, correct all Disordors of the

LIVER, STOMACH, KIDNEYS AND BOWELS.
They invigorate and restore to health Debilitated Constitutions, and are invaluable in all
Jomplaints incidental to Females of allages. For children and ;ho aged they ave pricelsss,

Manufactured only st THOMAS HOLLOWAY'S Establishment, 78 Xew Oxford 8¢, London;
And s01d by all Medicine Vendors tLroughout the World.
4. B.—Advice gratis, at the .iw\‘o sddress, daily, botween the hours of 11 and ¢, or by leter.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.
S — L

{SRPTEMBER 18th, 1880,

THE MISSIONARY WORLD.

KOREA AND HER RELIGIONS.

The kingdom of Korea stands related to the
Empire of China very much as the United
States stand related to Great Britain, Not,
of course, as respects their relative power or
umportance, but simply from an historical point
of view. Manv centuries ago the peninsula of
Korea was inhabited by a race of men who
left no records of themselves, and whom we
call aborigines in default of any knowledge of
an anterior race. ‘Chis, toa certain extent, can
be said of the American Indian. Again, Korea,
in early historical times, became an asvlum for
Chinese refugees. In course of time these re-
fugees obtained the ascendancy over the abor-
iginal inhabitants, and formed a kingdom,
tacitly considered to be a vassal of China. The
two mces, living in such close relations, were
slowly amalgamated, which resulted in the
gradual estrangement of the little kingdom from
the authority of the mother country. Incom-
ing from China the refugees and emigrants
brought with them the traditions and customs
of that empire. It is to one of these imported
customs that we desire to direct attention. All
the great Asiatic religions were from time to
time imported from China. Each had its per-
iod of growth, of supremacy and of decline,
The only one that came to stay for any great
length of time was Confucianism, which is
indeed, if such an expression may be allowed,
the least objectionable of any of the religions,
of the East. Of Shintoism and Taoism there
are no traces left. Buddhism still struggles for
existence, although it is confined to certain
monasteries scattered about the couvntry, and
has no following among the masses. But for
many centuries the people have been devoted
Confucianists, observing its fundamental tene:
of ancestor worship with the utmost punctil-
iousness.

One might ask why itis that Confucianism
holds its own so powerfully, holding to-day as
high a place in the minds of these people as
it did a thousand years ago. I think it canbe
casily explained. In the first place, it isbased
upon a real and powerful feeling, that of rever-
ence for parents, a thing good in itself and
worthy of praise, but very dangerous when
made to answer the demands of the religiong
nature. The founder of Confucianism seems
to have been a deep philosopher in this, that,
recognizing the mysticism and the essential
powerlessness of the ancient Hindu religions,
he was bound to offer something which should
have in it a reality, something tangible, and he
fixed upon the “filial feehng” as being the
highest and most sacred reality. Using thatas
a basis he worked out his system and launched
it upon a long voyage.

We have called it dangerous, and so it is,
for half truths are more dangerous than entire
falsehoods. Perverted truth does more harm
than direct falsehood. It is what makes Mo-
hammedanism more dangerous than Buddh.
ism, for the former makes Christ one of its
prophets, while the latter is wholly mytho-
logical. A second reason for the power of
Confucianism is, that it has no priests, no
temples, nothing that would make it liable to
become an establishment. We think it has
become evident that established religions are
comparatively short-lived. Itis surely so in
the East. Suppose, if you will, that a certain
emperor of a certain dynasty should make
Buddhism the court religion, and compel the
people to adopt it. It would have a phenom-
cnal growth, for obvious reasons ; but suppose
further that a new dynasty should come in ; it
is morally certain that in the general political
housecleaning that political religious institutions
would go by the board. It is arule in the
East that new dynasties shall have things as
different as possible from the old. The na-
turalconservatism of thepeople renderschanges
in many directions impossible. But to give a
concrete example:

Each time there has been 3 change of dy-
nasty in Korea the capital of the country has
been changed, and no one from the old cap-
ital allowed to move to the new one. It is
probable, then, that a court religion would not
survive the change. But Confucianism, or an-
cestor waqrship, has none of that pomp and
circumstance, that gorgeous ritual whichendear
some forms of religion to the heart of princes.
It, therefore, survives the dynastic changes to
which others would succumb.  Anotherreason,
derived from the last, is, that the total absence
of temples and priestly orders vender unneces.
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sary those heavy religious taxes upon the peo-
ple which are necessary in the case of other
religions. It may be objected that the volunt.
ary giving of money creates an interest that
makes the devotee even stronger in his adher
ence. But that objection does not hold here
where the masses are engaged in a hand-to-
hand fight with poverty. The few pence that
they spend in the simple rights of ancestor
worship are all they can spare, and nothing
’ but fear could extort more from them. There
; are various other reasons why ancestor worship
| holds such a prominent place in the East, but
1 let one more suflice.
' It appeals to a side ot man's nature thats
Valways open to approach, and that is clannish
ness. It is the most subtle form of fattery.
Confucianism is no religion, properly speaking.
It is merely a makeshift. It presents itself
in a flattering form, at ‘the same time basiny
itself on a real affection of the heart, and claims
to satisfy the religinus sentiment. But it only
acts as an anasthetic to the conscience, con.
vincing, not by the cogency of its real nature,
but by the power of collateral and adventit.
ious advantages, in view of which the man
loses sight of the essential need—a soul
religion.

In spite of these reasons it must be confessed
that the great majority of these people are
Confucianists because their fathers and their
fathers’ fathers were such. Custom rules here
to an extent that is never imagined by those
who have not seen it. Not one man in a mil-
lion, we venture to say, is a Confucianist on
any purely rational or philosophic grounds.
Independence of thought or a speculative tend-
ency would be considered evidences of lunacy.
Custom is the criterion. Schiller’s words may
have been applicable to Europe, but they are
vastly more so to Asia :

Out of the common is man's nature framed,

And custom is the nurse to whom he clings ;

Woe, then, to him whose daring hand profanes

The honoured heirlooms of his ancestors.

There is a consecrating power in time,

And what is gray with years to man is God-like.

We have said that Confucianism is the least
objectionable of all the Eastern religions, and
at the same time the most dangerous. It is
dangerous in that it appeals most directly and
forcibly to the superficial man, and for outside
reasons is most likely to maintain its power ;
but, on the other hand, it is the least objec-
tionable from the Christian standpoint, and for
this reason, that it does not satisfy the religious
nature to any extent. Why? Because there
is in it no element of faith. It requires no
faith in its devotees. It must be admitted that
the element of faith is what makes any religion
powerful. In other words, the religion must
be higher than the man, beyond him, or it will
not hold him. In breaking down the bulwarks
of Contucianism, then, the principal thing is
to get through the wall of custom, and to pre-
sent a real, living truth for the moral nature to
take hold upon. There will be little then to
unlearn, for, until that moment, faith will have
been asleep.  But in the mysticism of the In-
dian, religious faith has been exorcised, and
the task is a double one, destructive and recon-
structive.  With Confucianism it is mainly
constructive.—Prof. H. b. Hulbert, of the
Governmnent School, Scoul, Korea.

RAYPUTANA,

The following letter from the Rev. Wm. F.
Martin, a young missionary at Rajputana, In-
dia, giving his first impressions, will be read
with much interest :

I wish to give you, in thisletter, some ac-
count of my first itinerancy, which has been
exceedingly interesting to me, as you cau easily
understand. To preach the gospel of Christ
to Christians is no small privilege. You may
imagine what it isto a young missionary to
speak of the love and power of the risen
Saviour to men who have never heard His
name before, or who only connect it in some
way with the European.

Deoli is surrounded by a great estent of
country in which we are free to itinerate
without the risk of overlapping on the sphere
of any other missionary. One hundred and
fifty miles from Chitore eastwards, and as much
from Tonk, south to Jhallawar, we may claim
in the meantime as our parish. 1 hope we
may soon have some one to dispute, or rather
to divide, the claim.

Our tour took in the cities of Tonk, thirty-
six miles north-east, and Bundi, thirty miles
south-east, of Deoli, and although it does not




