
THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN. (AUGUST aoth, 1S84.

1I1UR ORRDTt3
.2L)RCES lf'ORÂING 7OW7ARD A IRUER

A4ND RICHER ZHEOLOGY.

This paper follovs up on0 e tic saine subjoci whIci
appeared ln TUEz CANADA PIuESIIYTRRIAN Uf June r:1.

Avother force working la his direction Io Mke faith
of ile C. hur.A, nov conditions caii for nov trutis, and
as the youog saplbng seodlng lis rootiots le ail di-
rections, ta scarci for appropriate food accordlog te
lis exigoocies, gathons strength and texture bot ln
summer and vioter, la sienm nd le .adm, se dots the.
Chuncb, sustalned by ber Divine Head, fid appropri
aie fruit accondlog to ici rcunustances. Vie arm net
te fergot liai God's Word vas preparcd net simply ton
the agc ci the apostles, but for ail ages aa.d ail con
dirions- -tie rude and the coarsier states as vol! as the
more ncfi"<d ; aid terasmuci as oui' conditions are
always ch.nging, requlrlng nov truths aid nov adap-
tations, those tuths specialiy needed wili cama te the
surface ai thc proper dine. Ie tbis respect the Bible
Is a seod-bed contalolng mudh tiii bas flot yoî gor-
mlaatcdi. Tue gncat univensal tn.,hs needed fer ail
ilrue and ail mon are patent cnougb, but mrany et a
secondary ciaracier have not yoi appcired, because
net vîoied ; but as surely as the sWe, feeling the
balmy air of spring, buràa loto lité, and lifts up Its
head, vill thc Incorruptible seed ef tihe Word corne te
tic surafce vice lis flrne comes-

Tic vol la deep aid ve bave notiog te drain.
Tht laviii the pure rationallst may say, on thc soul
tint has nover (cltibts great needs, cr seen lIseif ho tic
dlean teveaing ilgbt o! heaven. Nct se vii the c-o
Ilever. In communion vih a living Fountain lic vil
even bic comlng upon fresi truti, brighter views of
Christ, deeper Insights loto the mysieries cf the king-
dom; aid lis (aih tooed and touched la P thoinsand
vays by is cuivard clrcumstances, vil lura te tus or
that truth, this or tut promise, aid flnd tiero, lu may
bc, for the vcry first titre, the very blesslng needed.

" Sometinies a lght surprises."
And tbis la not te bo woidered at, for thecsaine spirit
that ispited holy mon cf aid te, write the Book, per-
vides that book like an electric curreit, aid viien tic
spirit of man is ens rapport wiii tue Spirit of God-
viien breuglit ite syrnpatiy wlth Hlm aid stumbios
upon thc special uextsand trutlsswhlcb lu nceds, tiose,
like se many ciarged batteries, open ai once upon il
and fill ht vii tnat sirnge sweet loy wici vo cati a
revelatien. The cor-es of Cowper, Augustine, Lutien,
Spurgon, nd scores of euhers mugit ho ciod as llus-
traions. ho ttuths inhici uliimately brougbt light
and choor to thons lad always been tiere, but not ill
Uicy iad came lie sudh and suci conditions dld those
vols cf salitatlon unseal toit fountahîs.

Aid if ail titi bc truc with the undividual it Is ne lms
se cf île Churci et lange. In ber warfare wici sic
hais te accomplils vith tic votld-now la this contra-
versy, aid now lrk tiat--sie la ever tireo back upon
thc Wend, and ever flnding trutis aid defonces fan
trudi o! vich sic nover dreanit betere. Tic Delty
of Christ, work ef the, Holy Spirit, the resurnection ci
the body, sin and graco, justification by falti alone--
whai conflicis aid coaireversies bave gathered around
tuose higi tiees I Aid hei lastUicattacki eevery
case resulted i In great gain ta the Churdi-led an
by hier living HouxI-led te appiy a living faith ta ai
endutiag standard shc lias gathered ninci spoil; and
thc result la ihat cmi' tieology bs not a collection cf
cnt aid dry dogmaas eiconipasslng Uic onrcle cf bellot,
but a body cf living convictions. It la moto like a
chaula cf ouposis successively conquered. Eaci ilco-
logical actievomen in hec pasi bas beea Uic result of
a great outbursi Of spiritual lite, enabling the Church
te evolve irulo dlstinu. and permanent doctrine vint
vas furnisbed ici' in Scrlpture ln ha caiment nd
essence, tieugi not suspected betoro. On tie field
ef Culldili la te be fauod a sosali bine floyer, wluch
vas neyer $000i, it is snid, until Uic battle took place-
net tb.at tie seed vasu not dte, but dhtiii l ay le a
stuce ef darmaicy because neyrer mu'eting viii tic
apprapriate ecment neccssar for germination, but
the marnent tuat the blood of tallon men iouched it,
lu sprang up itoe nd bas lever since bonne a plan-
tilui arop. Se there may bc maiy seeds ie thc Bible
tint are lying dormant aid vril! continue te Ife don-
nt until the approphie cmesgency anises tUit wMi

stari ihen
Tic doctrine of justification by falti alone, ticugh

clearly enough taught ln the Scriptures, 1aydormaût for
agos -iay till touched by the. blood of the Refpmaton;
se with the doctrine of toleration ln miter cf te-
liglon--tho right tiii overy mai bas te worsbip God
accordlng te dth d.ictatos cf his own conscience-ilU
touched by the bieod of 30,000 Covenaniers ; se ulith
the doctrine of antl*slavery, the rigit tut ave.y man
bas te personai freedoin-tli tbe botter, cf the. raid-
dle passage began te buik out belote te. world. TZdnk
of such a salntly mai as John Newton, cf Olnoy, as a
slave-master I Se will the doctrine of Total Abstinence
--the doctrine cf the fourteenuli cf the Epistie te the Ro-
mans -the doctrine tut the strong sheuld help the
wcak, dcnythomsclvcs for the weak. CertaInly,aour foe-
fathors who dranli of tic vine nd who did net sec any ln-
congruity ln asklng a blessing irons AlmIghty God on
the. bread and whiskey thcy voeo about te partake, liadt
ne such llght on the question as wc bave. And wiiai are
wo te say en the. doctrine of that bearing on Foreign
Missions, IlGo ye loto ail tie world,n etc.? The genera-
tien la net ycu gone that heard grave mon ralslng thcir
voica ln tio Charci-courîs Againsi any sucli mcasurc,
maintalolog that the heathen werld had ne clim on
thc Church till e-sery min within our owe borders
vas furolshcd wiii the. erdinances cf the. Gospel.
Who liges not itnow that thc first overture prescntedl
ln the General Assembly of the Churci of Scotlad-
1796-Prayilg for sorie action ln behaïf of the heathen
venld wus negativcd on a division? The numbers
were: ; or, 44 ; against, 58. How differnt the feel-
Ing now ln the Scottîsi Churci cvery Church.
Such Is a speclosen cf the way the, good spirit tuat
loads mIet ail truuli bas been guiding the. Churcl into
deeper nd uger Interpretaîlons cf Uhe Word. It là a
larger book to-day thon ever lu vas befote, and Who can
tell what revelations are yet ln store for us-net tiat nov
truths arcto ho commnincated but that aid trutis are ta
bo anfolded and that, too, net In the hazy atinosphere
cf an olaborato schoiarsblp, but ithe clear reveallng
light of Heaven. What is wantcd ls not a new nove-
latian, bt Illiuminatlon-Iluminatloa as to aid truths
wiich we have had from the, belonlng. Vlhen Uic
Great Teacher began lml <ork cf revealing truths te
Uic seuls ef mcen, Ho took for Uic most part aid trutis,
trutha thai lad been overlooked or obscured by the
giosses cf thas scribes, and held tlici up ln the sweet-
est pictures -rhlch aven the toolisi could comprchond,
Take, eq , His commentary on the law ln His Sermon
on the Moint : Il Yc have heard that lu vas acid by
Uiem cf aid titre thon shalt fot kil, etc., but 1 say
unte you," etc. Aid se on through thc viiole soer-
mon. These arc ict se rauch a ncv revelatlon as
Uioy mre expicit exhibitions af truth hat badl always
been revealed. Theso things wcre always in the.
Word, thougi It vas flot la mai te sec these thinga,
aid not only la the Word, but in tihe mmnd, written
deeply there by the finger of God on its flesbly tablets.
12 bua been said that the wlioleocf Enclld is le aery,
mai, aid uliat it oaly requires a competent tcaciier te
prescrit is traths tel awaken a favourable nespons.
This may be thc cas wlth natnral truth, but we ko
lu lsîoninordnay casesvhiidivintuth. We can
sympathise vit tihe prayer of the Palii t Open
Thon mnei oyes that I may beholdth ii vndrous thungs
cf Thy lav 1"' But when Uic Holy Spirit tuat in-
spired the Word becomes the, teacher, how quick la
theclheart an wiich se many unconsdious bellots are
rlumberiing, te fée! Uic force of His instructions!
Whata power there was l hecordof Christ! The
common people beard Him giadly, and ail veaio ready
te say ; lThy Word, O God, la truth 1I" Arouid
the Lake ocf Killarncy, la Ireiaid, there ar c ertain
spots viiere the echoes uliat cati ho waked up are
wondorfuLl. It ukes'straog= sanie tore te flnd out
the best spots, but thc guides cao point them out at
once te the. toist wiio Is deligited. wt Uic long te.
verberation whicih breaks again aid again wlth a long
jswcli upon fls car; se Christ Who knows aul thc
ciiords cf the. humit spirit, knows pneciscly viat aid
viion te touch ln ordicr te fi1 the seul vîth heavenly
mnusic.

It la truc that Christ came te rG<veal nov truth, but
the tacts of His lie and deaii consitute the, chief
revelation. Wiat ve insist on la tht:, tuat manch cf
lhs discoursing was net revelation, but Illumination-
flot unoeding new truths which hid nover been hard
cf betone, but illustrating old truand aid corinmaid-
mnita which had been ftom Uic beglnnlog-rouslng Uie
sluxnberlng censdousness te wiai had becti written
aforime, gr givlng deflolte foim te thc dira Ideals or
bazy conceptions tiat bad long floaied, belore thc

couimon min. - hat Is the parable cf thre Prodigal
Son but a ficher setIng torths cf tle 103rd P&Iali?
WVhat Io the. teaciing ai John lit. but a prolongation
cf the flfty.flflh ef Isalah ? But aut Lard lndicated
thin t a t aga therc vorc many truthu whici He
could nau reveal eîther le the way cf llumtnstion or
ravelation--eltier ie the way of appeal te old iruths
that boad net met wiii goneral recognition or ln mua
way af maldog a trwh communication (rom beaven,
becauso s'ach would flnd ne echo le mans spiritual
nature. Il1 have many tbings,v He said, Il'te say,
but yen cannai bean them n ow.n Thero vote disciples
tint foliowed li for a season and hourd Hlm gladlyj
but viion He began te go bayond theîr dopth, and
doa ith tiihe deepor truths af tie Kiogdom, tiey
shrank back, and waiked ne more vith Jeans. I have
many thing-s ta Ta," and Ho adde<i, 'Howbeil wign
thd e/rit of truth ms eanmc, Re waili guida 7Ots ifio ait1
ftut # I etc. Thtis promise we hld la oly le Uic
course cf ful6ilmet.

Nov le ibis evolutlon cf doctrine wbich las bee
gotig on ln thc pasu, va sec tint the luth of the
Churcb, as vol as thc bncreasing light voucisated te
Uic Churci, has had muci te do. le the providence
cf (jod-,ln Uic advaiag stage:s of the world's bîstory,
new omIs, dangors, controverubes, hitiierto but Uitile
knevn, hiLve lad te bc faced, and the Churcli, the
sait cf Uic earti, the truc conservatee cf the best la.
tresis cf mon, reaflzlng lier rcsponslbiiy te lier Ldrd,
and charged by Hlm wlth the redemption cf the
world-ovcr, as nov troubles arome, lias iurned te Uic
Woerd fer ,dircîion and found lu tienc-found the
needcd truth thut lhm porliaps been ail but oeolooked
for ages, Ir. C,., that set forth la thc fnurteenth cf Ro-
mans, eut of wici lias sprung the groateat moral
movement of the lasi flfty years-nncly, Uic Total
Abstinence movement. Or taire that cuber lui te-
ferred te above, st fonts ia tie fifteenîli of John, etc-,
the imrnanezce oi God whlchis promlsIng te de se
manch te meei thc civils and scepticisms ef aur day.
Lot God bo prcsented te us, net as soe etta mun-
dane power, nuilng aid rcignhng ln some reglon far
remote (rom humis ken, aid fartremoved from humait
sympathy -and ot only se but llrnsîcd aid liampered
by an outside stcre nccessity te whici Ho tee must
bow,-but as a Sjosrift tir f roni any antco ai us
toucing overy heart 11ke au atmmspiere, and dwelllog
in every bollover lke a shrine-let His prescoce bc te.
cogolzcd le thc bonty and beaîy of matorlal nature,
and ne lois se la moral nature-le the aspirations cf
broken houaris -thc humble confessions cf thc penlieni,
auv eil astie serions moedsat thc lmpenhtent ;-insirt,
as MAe peier ai the bottoin i ail humai hl:tory-a
power tuati aevec now, la spite cf ail our mins aid
shames, blossoming out loto ton thousand beauulfut
fori-s, aid how difforent will ont cuticai upoa tie
venld bc 1 How cores It that't' Is truti la meeting
witinc suseaty recogniuion Ir baese days? The faith
ofthe Churchln blier warfarc which sic ha% ta accoin -
plish it iiher focs lias driven lier te, the Word and sic
lias touid il. ONWVARD AND UPIVÂ1u.

THE SCOTCR-IRISHi IN CANADA.
Mn. EDi)ToL-The meeting Med la Belfast on Uic

4h cf July, jnsu after Uic gnot Council bpdl conclnded
lis labeurs, appears te have been a succmssul anc.
Thc speeches cf Dr. McdracL-en ' representlng the.
Norther division cf thc dhurcin ec States; nd
cf Dr. Martin, ncptesexîting tic Sauth, vote worthy
cf Uic occasion. And thc speeches cf Drs. McdCsli
nd Cal=s veto ail tiii could bc desired. Thc audi-
ence vas large and entiuslastlc. But vhy, hmay ho
assIed, was fot Canada representcd on the occasion?
When tic deeds and faine cf the descendants cf UI-
stermen veto cclabrated, and most apprepriately tee,
vas lu proper that Canada, and especially Uic Prov-
ince o! Ontario, bc left out o! accouai? lAas It as-
stned tint Uic Scotch proper, ladl a nuonopoly ai
Canada? That assumption seema te bc 'made sante-
dines, aid lus maee in quarter; 100, frnm ici better
thInga ilgit bo expected. In an early, number ef tic
Coatolic- Prebylerat;, an article by the accon-
plisbed nd gealal editor, appeared, under Uic hcadlng:
IlTse Strestrns cf Presbytorlan HistoryY? Thc wnlter
there, vile adrnlttng that Ulster men lad mucd te
de la foundlng aid building. up the Presbyterlan
Chunch of the United States, sald that Uic Scotch
were more laclined te go te Canada. It is lot te be
inferred-it s etu said in so many words, tuat thc
Ulster Preshyterians did net play a large part ie th*


