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all the mors useful to the ordinary render from the
fact that all the Gresk notes are translated by Rev.
A. N. Amcld. In thess days when a flippant infidelity
is rampant in certain quarters it would do young men
a world of good to resd this work carefully 2nd weigh
its evidence with candour, It is published at a prico
within reach of the poorest.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF WILHELM AUGUSTUS
MUHLENBRRG. By Anne Ayres. (New York: An-
son D. F. Randolph & Co.)—The success that this
excallent biography met with when first published was
a tribute to its genuine merit. It is now republished
in cheap form sb that it may be within the reach of a
far more extended circle of readers. The story of a
noble, laboricus, and philanthroplc life is admirably
and appreciatively told by the author,

THE EXPOSITOR IN THE PULPIT. By Marvin R
Vincent, D.D. (New York: Auson D, F. Randolph
& Co.)—This is a neat reprint of Dr, Marvin Vin-
cent’s racy and Instructive lecture on Expository
Preaching delivered to thestudentsof the Unlon Theo-
logical Seminary. This style of preaching, when
well done, gives variety and interest to the service of
the sanctuary, is refreshing to the preacher and maost
instructive to hearers, This littie treatiss gives sev-
ersl admirable hints,

HAND BOOK OF CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE. By Lawe
rencs W. Scott. Revised Edition. (St. Loals : John
Burns.)—In his introduction the author states the
threefold object of his work: to ald preachers,
strengthen believers, and convincs sceptics. It is
admirably fitted to zccomplish these objects. It
is thoroughly popular in style, clear, logical, and con-
vincing in its reasoning and containg a repestory of
facts against infidelity. Such works as these are
specielly valuable at the present time and ought to
have a wide circulation.

TEE POOR MAN'S PRESERVATIVE AGAINST
PoPERY. By John Strachan, D.D.,LL.D. Toronto:
G. B. Bull, 1834—This was the first publication
printed in the city of Toronto. It is now re-issued in
aneatly designed cover as a semi-Centennlalmemento.
In mote ways than one the little book is a curiosity,
It was written by Dr. Strachan before his elevation to
the cpiscopate. Though an eageradvocate of Church
and State connection, the first bishop of Toronto was
a sound Protestant. In case intending purchasers
cannot find the publisher whasenameisin theimpriat,
Zesmay adqd that copies may be had from James Bain

on.

LAUDEs DOMINL A Selection of Spiritual Songs,
Ancient and Modern. (New York: The Century
Co.)—This is one of the best treasw les of sacred song
we have seen.  Its purpose may be learned from a
brief introductory note. “ The latest z2ddition to tke
Spiritual Songs Series will ba found, as its name im-
plies, especially rich in hymns of praise to Christ our
Lord. 1tisdesigned tolead the taste of congrega-
tions and choirs toyrards a higher class of lyrics and
music than bas hitherto found acceptance in the
churches. To thls ead, a large selection from the
wealth of newer hymos and modern American, Eag-
lish, 2nd Germzn choral music hasbeenincluded with
tha best of the old and familiar hymns and standard
tunes in common use.” The selection of hymns and
tunes is large and varied. ‘The latter have been har-
wonized with exquisite musical skill avd taste. “Yhe
printing is clear and beantiful. The stility of the
work {s enhzaced by the addition of valuzble indices,
viz - index of tunes ; metrical index ; index "of Scrip-
ture texts ; index of subjacts; index of authors and
indexof first lines. The binding is substantial, els-
gant, and appropriate.
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A Scotch preacher once said: “ You neversaw a
waman sewing without 2 needle. She wonld mske
but poor speed if shooply sewed with throad. So I
think, whea we'rc dealing wi’ sinners, we mamn aye
put In the neadls o the law first; for the fact is
thcre’fe sieepio’ sound, and they need to be wakened
up: wi' somsthing sharp  But wken weive got the
needlo o the law fairly In, we may draw as-lang-a
thread as we like o’ Gospel consalation after't?

SappaTH SorHook $ RACHER,

INTERNATIO&AL LESSONS. »
srin}  THE ARK IN THE HOUSE,  {*Sme

Gouoxx Taxr.—* Ho visiteth the habitations of
the just.”"—Prov. 8 : 88,

Tium.—B.0. Four yoars later than last lesson.

Prace, —Jorunsalom and Basle.

Ixrsopuorion.—Daring the interval from tho last fesson
tho arms of David had boen successful and ho was firmly

sablished on tho thrune of lsrael. It was charnctenstic
of hum that he should seck tu .dentdy .0 a mure speaiat
and ox:phatic way than had yet been dono, the worslup of
Jehovah with tho capital of the Kingdom  Thoartisans of
Ring Hiram had built David an house, bat he wonld feel
that thero was o greater Kiog vver Isrnel thao bimset, ho
was but tho reprosentative of Livino sovereigoty, and it
was eminontly fitting that thoe visiblo symbol of that power
shoald bo fized n the capital, and the realization of that
1des 18 tho anbjoct of our lessun. Apart frum the re-
ligious aspest of this ovent, iv was in tho lighost dogree
wise politically. Jerusalem, because of this, became the
cantre of worship, the objective spot of tho pious Israslites
prayers and pilgrimages. Tho great importanco attached
$o this aspoct of the qaestion 18 manifested by the actiun
of Jeroboam the gon of Nebat, when after the revolt of tho
ten tribes from the rule of Rehubuam, he set up the
worship of tho golden calves in Dan and Bothel. (1 Kings
2:126.20.) Wa are sure, however, that the one suproms
thought in Davids mind was honour and revercuce for the
God of Israel; in fact someo have thought from Psalms
182 - 2-5, that it was a dream of David’s youtb, and a vow
of his early manhood, that the ark of God should bo
brought to that place where it wounld please Him to rocord
his name. Qall attention to tho faot that the ark had re
mained at Baale (or Kirjath Jear'm ), since the incidents
narrated in 1 Sam. 4:11: 7:1. 3, though occasionally
bronght out for special}pnrpoaes&sl Bam. 14.18.) 1t had
therefore bean in this stato of seclusion during the leader-
ship of Samaucl, the reign of Saul and tho eleven years of
tho reign of David.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 1. ‘*Again:” after
the successes recorded in fthe preceding chapter. ¢* Chosen
men:" tho chief men, most influential from the trives
this was for the purposo of taking counsel with them on
the subject of bringing up the Ark, thus interesting the
whole kingdom in tho movement. (Soe ! Chrou. 13: 1-4.)

Ver. 2. *¢With all tho peoplo : ™ we suppose the thirty
thousand of ver. 1, 2nd s large number beside who wounld
gladly join in this great roligions ceremony. Nothing is
said of the soldiers though doubtless an armed force ac-
companted the king and those wnth him t> protect them
from an sttack of tho Philistines, to which they would be
exposed. For tho journoy to Baale, see 1 Chron. 13, this
weaa the samo as Kirjath-Joarim,{the old Canaanitishname
having oontinned with the lsraclitish one. (Seoc 1 Sam.
6:91; 7:1; Josh. 15:9 , 1Chron, 13.6.) '* The ark: "
mado in the wildemess under the direction of Jehovah, it
was tho most sacrod thingan the tabernscle and 1ts placo
was 1in the Holy of Holies, ** Dwelloth—Chernbim:"”
thig becauso they waro always associated with tho presence
of God (Psa. 158:10; Fzek 11-22)- aud tho Shekinab
was hero. .

Vor. 3. *“Newcart:" or covered waggon, as did tho
Philistines. (1 S8am. 6.1 on) , this was not the dininely
appointed way. it should havo been carried by the obrsen
family of Levites, (Num. 4:15,) * Houso of Abinsdab:"
whero 1 bad remained S:nce 1t was sont back by tho Phul-
istip~s. ‘' Gibeah.™ or **in tho hills,™ Uzzah .~
strength,  '*Ahio ; ** brotherly | "*sons* or descendants,
poseibly thres or four generations back, we are not told
thot Abinadeb was alivo oven whon the Atk was taken to
Rurjath-jeanin, and 1LorG 13 Do such menkion Low.

v, 4. '* Brooght it out.” doabiless to tuo shout of
tho wirds which Moses uttered when the Ark was moved:
forward in tho wilderness. (Num. 10:35.) * Want be-
foro:* to guide tho oxen. .

Ver. 5. * David—playod . this was a glad day for the
king and his people, and th(ﬁ' express therr gladness as has
boen done by all peoplo ia all ages by musical instruments.
« Instruments msdo of fir-wood. ' rather 251n the paraltiel
paseago in 1 Chron. 18. §; “ Wita all thewr might and
with songs.” * Harps, psalters.” a stringed instruoment
of a {riangular form. ** Timbels: ™ resombling our modern
tambourine. ‘' Cornets: ' a loud sounding kind of mnstru.
ment generally made of the homn of some ammal
*Cymbals " resembling onr modern instruments of tho
samo namc only smellor.

Ver. 6. ** Nachon's threshing fJoor: :" Nachon is no$
% Proper name, it is rather o prepared, o fixed placs, a placo
alwsys used for the samo purpose, in 1 Chron. 12:9 it is
ezllod tho ¢ throshing floor of Chidox : ™ it may have bean
that this latter was tho namo of $he owner, somo, howorer,
interprot both names a8 having reforanco to the tradgedy
of tho next verso, horo, ** Nachon's threshing fioor ™ is
translatod “tho threshing floox of smuting,” and in 1
Chron., * tho threshing floar of tho dart.” «* Tizah—
hishend : * which oven the pricsts might ot do.  ** Shook
it:" arudo, heavy cart without springs oa a rongh road.
Tho act of Tzzah was not sinful in its intention bas 1n its
disobsdicnco (possibly through forgetfulness, as thard
gocms to havo stmnﬁfkforgounlness on all tho party,
king, priosts and poople alike), of a divitie ordinanse.

Var. 7. ~ Angor—kindled—diod: ” why? Was it not
a very clight offcnoo to rocoive so sovero a punmichmont?
It ;oy appoar 80, bat apart from the assura..co that the
Judge of all tho earth must do right, wo think that we can
£60 reasons for tho sgverity. Tho ark was tho symbol of
tho Divine proscnos, and as such wasto bo held in the
dospest reveronos, nono might look at it much loss tonch
it without danger of death.  Uzzah was & Lovilo, and os
sach kuiew tho commands of God respecting tho srk. It

is moro than likely that long familiarity had bred- not
contompt—but freodom and carclessnoss with reference to
tho divine symbol; and it was evident that king and
pooplo aliko necdod tho losson which the judgment oon-
veyed. DIid wo know bsttor tho uﬁln of the times we
should likely undereiand better the Divine aat.

Ver. 8. ‘' David--disploased: " tho word clsowhere
translated ¢ QGrioved:" he was afraid lest tho divino
anger ahonld extond to himself and the people, the wholo
arrangement of tho journoy which had stopped so dis-
astrously was his planning, *‘Poerez-Uzgah:" thebreach,
or tho rent of Uzrah.

Vers. 9,10. Not only did this sad incident interfero
with the processiom, but it stopped ths jomrney. Dawnd
fearod to go on lest 4 greater catastrophs might Lappen,
s0 ho determined to leave the ark where it was, and not
bring it up, as he had intended, to Mount Zion, until ho
had more oxplicit Divine direction on the matter, which
had ho sought at 4rst would bave guarded him against the
sin that brought tho judgment. ‘* Bo the ark was carried
into ths house, nigh at hand, of Obed.Edom : " lis, serv.
ing Edom. He was a Lovito, descendod from Hohath to
whose family the duty of caring for the ark was originally
assigned, (Num. 3$:27.81) * Gittite .** so-called from
tho place of his birth, the Levitical city of Gath-remmon in
the tribe of Dan.

Ver. 1.. Obed-Edom showed the courage of true faith
.0 roceiving tho ark when the king feared to cuntinue hus
journey with it, and ho reaped the reward, for ** the Lord
blessed Obed-Edom . " how, we do not Imow but evident-
ly in a mapner that proved to all that 1t was booause of the
abiding with him of the Ark of God.

Ver. 12. Tkreo months caro of tho Ark by Obed-Edom
taught Davi@ more than one lesson; he found out not
only there was no danger whep the Divine commands were
obeyed, but that abundant blessing followod. When this
was told to him, ho went down and brought the rrk ** unto
tho aity of Dawid : * this time—as we learn from the tuller
account in 1 Chron. 15, followoed closely the Divino direc.
ticns as to its transport., * With gladness :” the ssrvile
fear that bad fillod his soul was gone, and be could rejoice
1n the asguranco that now there would be a blozsing indesd
to the whole House of Israel,

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Topical Analysis —(1) The journey with the Ark,
ers. 1.5.) (2) Bin and judgment, (Vers. 6,10.} (3)
aith and blessing. {11-12.)

On the first topio 1ot us teach that it was a right thin
to do, though ppily done in & wrong way. Thear
was not only the symbol of the Divine presence, it was the
especial token and mgn of God’s headship of the natior ;
tho peoplo wero His, Ho was their king. David reigned,
it is true, but it was under, and a3 tho representativo or
God, 80 it was right and fitting that the ark of the Divine
presonco should be in the capital of thekingdom. It would
bo to the peoplo a constant losson oa their relations to
Jehovah, a constant assertion ¢! their sabjection to the
1aws of the King of Heaven, and it was a worthy ot for
Dawd to plar and accomplish ; preservod by God tarough
long years of wandering and oxile, and finally brought, in
a wonderful way to tho throne what more fitting publio
manifestation of the gratitude of his heart than to bring
back tho ark and thus centre the nation about tho recog-
nitionof God. It was also a grand thonght of tho king’s
to mako it o national and not simply & personsl move-
ment, and by enlisting 2l the fribes in the ceremony tn
let is be tho work of the people. Lot us tosch hare that
it 18 a nght thing publiely to profess our revoarencsior God
and the things of God, and our determination to serve Him
openly and st all times.

Oz tho serond topio recall the previons judgments which
had followed irzeverenoe to the ark, the Philistines so
sorely smitten that they wero glad to sond it away and the
mexn of Beth shamesh, slain in large cumbers, Thusongh
to havo taught all how terrible a thingit was to treat it
earelessly or with di 8o we may learn reverence

or the things of Gods  We havo no wisible symbol of tho

ivine presonce in our midst, nor do wo need it. In the
childkood of the raco men needed objoet lessons to teach
them Divino things; but wo who live in tho lstter day-
light sbould rejoice to bo able to put away childish things
and to livo as in His aight. Yot thero are things which
from their connection dexnand respecs.  Tho Biblo is bat
o printed book, yot it contains the revelation of God to
men and is flled with ths highest and grandest traths of
which it is possible to concsive. ¥ our scholars roalized
this would thoy trest the book a» somelimes we £eo 1t
treated? 8o also God's houss, the place of prayezr, so
also tho gatherings of Eis people. Well would it be for
our young poeoplo to grow up with x spitit of earnest
rovcsence for all theso things. No botier lasson can be
tanght them hero than tho lesson of reverence in the heart
of holy fcar towaexds holy things.

On the tkird *opic Eoint out that the humbls faith of
this anknown villager bronghi o blessing to himself, and
tho whole nation. When the scaved king and his great
host toox tho ark into the bounse ot Obod-Edom ho did
not cry out, *‘ Yo have brought the ark fo slay us,® bat
humbly and rovercatly gava it a plsaoco in his house, msk-
ing, &3 wo douht not, of & ial chamber & holy place,
aod 80 it mmsné!o&ted atonoothntth%il:ssingo! Qod
was upon him, and the spreading story brings back faith
to David, and he Isads tho nation back to(f:d. Let us
scach how God honours obodianes, kow His blessing will
alwoys rost upon the dovout and faithfnl, end that oven
tbo humblost in station who hasirue faith, may bo abless.
ing {o thonsands,

Supplementary.—Ons thought sz illustrating the
betler dispensation must not bo omitted. In thoso days
$horo was but ans Ark with its:mercy-seat, and ono place
for its- dwalling. Now tho merey-scat is everywhero, and
tho “Divino prosenoo will 811 overy housy wherg it'is
humbly and revorenily sought. i



