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As a science for systematic study in
Christian schools. Comparative Religion
is a thing of yesterday. The slowly ac-
quired mastery of foreign languages,
many of them dead, and the introduce-
tion thus maiied to the sacred literatare
of many lands, have but recently cn-
abled schiolars to speak with authority
upon the varied faiths of the world.
Yet these faiths have been in active
contlict with Christianity singe 2 short
time after the Ascension of its Divine
Founder. Ile ciune to Iis own, and
His own received i not. To 1lis
trinitarian  theoloyy they opposed 2t
unitarian system. and  to Iis golden
rule of practice. the ¢thics of pharisa-
ism.  His disciples and their suceessorns,
Journeying to the ends of the habitable
carth, met with  like oppuosition from
e pricsts and vataries of creeds which
they rouszhly Gilled heathen. and which
few of them, so far as we can judge
fromm their written remains, made any
aucempt. sulequately to understand.
Christ had =iz * AN that came before
me were thicves and roblers” and that
sentence wias enhotizh to condemn all
other masters. They did not reilect
that =o wholcsale an application »f the
text would involve the Old Testament
prophets  in the same  condemnation.
There were some. however. who, bear-
inzx the Christian  lnme. nevertheless
made themselves acquainted with other
relizions. to thie =crivus detriment of
Christianity.  Such ware the Gnostics
of many varyving systems. who ransack-
ol all  the old mytholozies for their
acous ar subordinate deitics, and the
Manichees whe added thereto the dual-
ism of PPersin. Mawpy a formt of Chiris-
tHanity cven now bhears traces of such
contact with heathenism, ard the spirit
of pagan devotion lurks in souls that

would spurn the insinuation indignant-
1Iy. The Flagellants as an order are ex-
tinct, but the ssume great error, which
lony before actuated the prictice of the
2bovenician  priests of Baal and the
Phryyian worshippers of  the  Mother
Goddexst, inspires a like attitude in
thoussiids who profess 1o know and
reverence the Christinn God.
Christianity has ever been aggressive,
even in its corrupt forms, =0 that other
creeds, with the exception of Mahomen-
tanism  during its brief proselytizing
pericd. have simply stood upon the de-
fensive mminst it Now we are told
that a change is taking place, so that
our faith is to be put on its defence
A prosciytizing mevement, originating
in India, has gmined adherents to the
old crecds of Zoroaster mnl Brahma,
of Buddba and Cenfucius, and to the
more modern one of Manomet, in many
Christian centres of thought.  There
are Mahometan converts in Londeon and
Li~crpool, Buddlists in Parix, Braliman
Theosophists in Boston. Whatever may
he suid concerning the morat motives of
tiiese people whom ene is tempted fo
il perverts, concerning actual decep-
tions practised by =ome of their leaders,
aml that mysterious quality called en-
thusiasm whichh professes to account
for much whilc it accounts for nothing,
it must be confeswed that those who
have deserted nominal Christianity for
the active pivofession of s=o-called pagan
creeds, are very far from being un-
Icarned or unthinking men amd women.
To class them along with spiritualists,
and iay thelr strong  delusion at the
door of Satan, is by no means to > e
the question. for the reason taat the
Arch Encemy is too  convernsent with
human nature and himsell too cunning
to hait his hook with a paipable lic.




