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the naine 'Father as expressive of all God's re1aions to our
sinful race. It seeins te me impossible iii the lighit of reason.
and scripturo te inaintain sucli a position. Tihe two vieîvs
of the divine character, as ululer aind Father, are not antage,;-
nistie. It is neot derogatory, to (ied that 11e should rule, and
rulc ,vitliabsolute sovereiantv. INeuÇthinag can be botter for the
creatures than to be ruled by the geod pleasure of a God
infinite ini Bis wisdoni, iiiercy and love. Besid6s, a fathier
-without authority te geveril bis effspring, who does net con-
trol theii fails im. the exercise of blis true functiens. It is
truc thait we should distinigish between rule borne by a fathier
and tixat exercised, often riithlessly, by strangers.Iatrl
rule is net inagisterial or military in its spirit and' miethiods-.
It is tenipered by love of effspring-wvhat; the Greeks called
storgre but it is net remniss or ineffective on this acceunlt.
WXe iiiay tiierefore. speak ef Ged, withouit dishionering Bir or
iiisrcpresentig HM, as the King, the Sovcreign, as xweIl as
the F ather of is creature man.

Time Fathierheod of Go(], wcvre it net. fer -sin SILouI( Cer-
tainly be regarded as identical -%itlm Bis sovereignty ever meni.
But sini involved flic breacli of sonship on the part of man.
Hie thius forfeited the righit te sonship; and, if lie is t--ieinjqy
it again, lie must bc restored býy grace. te the status lest by
sin-.ing. This is clear]y tu e'Testament view', of the mat-
ter. God is Our Father in Christ Jesus, and in virtue of
our cxcrcising aih or trust in Hlm. ".As mny as receivcd
]iim, te thei gave Hec pow'er te become the sons of God; cren
te tiern that behieve, in B1is name; -wlhe -were liorn, iot of
blood, ner of the -wiIl of the llesli, uer of the -çwill of mani,
but of God." If God ixere our Fathier býy nature, d
therefoeo the Father of ail men indiscriminatcly, it -%veu1ld
net be neccssary te be born of God and te, 1-'lieve lui Christ
lu order te gain a status already en: .ýyed1. Bis work and thiat
of 1-is Spirit -w'uld bc superfineuis fer this purpose, and thuis
thec vicw, wvhielh -ith many is popuilar, eloscly looked. juite,
proves niest dislionoring .te tie iedeemer.

The terii w'h.iceli is correlative -witm Fatlierhood cf Go(] is
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