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PLEABANT HOURS,

~—

A Good Time Coming.

WurN wo are ol enough o vote,
Wo'll make a great cosunotion,

We'll swoep our lunid of whiskey, cloan,
From ocean unto oceam.

O1d aloohol will bave to fall
From his oxalted stati

\We'll mmite him on the and lofs
And drive him frem the patiss.

Some day the world will bless the swes
\Who now are ouly boys, sir,

lor we are learning leasens true
\WVith all our fun and selse, alr.

And when we're old enough 4o vebe
There'll bo a mighty rattle

Of falling forts Anﬁ cantles gray,
For R&ht must win the battle.

We will aot fear to speak the words
That God would have us speak, nir:

With him for our right hand, you sce,
We nover can be weak, sir.
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This collection, it will be pemembered,
is ordered by the Genesal Ooafprense to
be taken up in essh and every Sundey-
ochool in the Methodist Church; and the
Review i Borc-bcinuomnndo
ed as the bast time for taking it wp. This
fund is inevessing in ueefulness, an’ .
'an amount of good. Almost all
the oomnply with the Discipline in
taking it up. In a few cases, however, it
i8 neglected.
overy achool shontld fall inta lino. Even
schools so qoor as to need help themaclves
are required to comply with tho Discipline
‘n this respect, to be intitled to rcosive

4 from this fund. Superintendents of
circuits and superintendents of achools
will kindly see that in every case
the collsction i takep up. Tt should,

when taken up, be given in sharge of the-

Superintendont of the- circyit, to be for
aarded to the District Financial Secre-
tarier, who shall teaasmit the same ta the
Conforence Sunday-school Sccrotary, wha
shall in turm remis $o-Watring A
Esq., Toronto, thei . “of ﬁ{e
Fund. (Seo Discipline, acca. 354-356).

‘boy who, instead of being

It is very desizalilo. that -peaco

“FIRST!"
A TALK WITH 8078

BY PROF. IIRERY DRUNNOND, P.Q.8.

“geek yo first tho kingdoin of God, and his
3] hhoun{e-; and all tlfxe. things skall be
unfo you.”

G I lnl“thno h‘::o to give you.ndﬂgo
o 18 Geogra " 8eC0! is
“ Arithmatie,” and t{‘o third i *Graan-
nwe,”

L
SEOORAPHTY,

Wirst, Goography telin wa whero to find
lacen. Whoro in tho kingdom of God?
t 18 said that when A& Prussmn oflicor was

kilied in tho Kranco-Prussinn war, s map of
France waa very often found in his pocket.
When wo wish to occupy a country, we
ought to know its geography. Now, whore
is the kingdom of God 7 A boy over thero
gays, **Itisimmheaven.”  Noj itisin the
Bible. Aunothor boy says, ** 1t must be in
tho Church.” No; it in not §n the Church.
Henven is only thu capntal of the kingdom
of Gud ; the Biblo is the guide.book to it ;
tho Church is the weekly pandy of these
who belong to it. 1f you would turm to
tho soveateenth chapter of St. Luke you
will find out where the kingdom of Gul
really is,  ““‘f'he kinglom of God ig within
you”'—within you. ‘The kingdom of God
is mside pooplo.

1 remember onco taking x walk by the
river near whero thoe Falls of Niagara are,
and { poticed a remarkablo figuro-walking
along tho rver bauk. Ihad been some timo
in America, { had seen black men and red
mas, and yellow men, and white men;
blask men, the Negroes; red incn, the
Indians ; yellow men, the Chinese; white
men, the Americans. But thisman looked
quito different in his dress from anything [
had ever scen. When he camealittle closer,
Isaw he was wearing a kilt ; when he came
alittle nearerstill, 1 asw that he was dressed
oxactly like a Highland soldier. When he
cams quite near, I saidto him, ** What are
{:u ing herel” ¢ Why should I.not

here1” he said; ‘“Don’t you know
this is British s0il?! When you cross
the river yom oome into a.” This
soldier was thousands of miles from Eng-
land, and yet he was in the kingdom of Eng-
land.  Wherever there is an English heart
beating loyal to the Quecn o? Britain,
there is England. Wherever thero is 8 buy
whose hcart is loyal to the King of the
kingdom of God, tho kingdom of Gud is
within him,

What ia the kingdom of God? Every
kingdom has its exports, its products. Go
down to the river here, and you will find
shipé coming in with cotton ; you know
they come from America. You will find
ships with tea; you know they are from
China.  Ships with wool ; you know they
como from Australia. Ships with sugar;
you know they come from Java. What
comes from the kingdom of God? Again
we must refor to our Guide-book. Turn to
Romaus, and we shall find what the king-
dom of God is. I will read it: *“The
kingdom of God is righteousncss, peace,
joy!'—three things. *‘The kingdom of
God is righteousness, peaco, joy.” Right-
eousness, of course, 18 just doing what is
right.” Any boy who does what is. right
has the kingdom of God within him. Any
lives at ith the othe b% has T!:;

ves at poace wi e other.
kingdom of Ged within hin."'
whose heart i filled with joy because
ht, has th'ohnfdop of
within him. The kingdom of God is net
going to religions meatings, and hearing
strange rcligious ng:rienees: the kingdom
of God is doing ‘what .is right—living av
oc with all men, being filled with joyin
th;i‘l‘loly (f?hoat.
ys, if you are goiug to be Christinns,
be Christians m boys, and uot as-your
grandwmothers. A grandmother has to bs
a Christian as 8 grandmother, and that is
the right and. beautiful thing for her; but
if you cannot read your Bible by the hour
as your grandmother can, or delight in
meotings -as she oan, don't think you are
necessarily a bad boy. When you are your
graiidmothor's age you will have your
E:pndmo}hcr’s kind of religion. Moantime,
a.Clristian a3 3 boy. Live a boy'’s life.

Do the straight thing ; scek the kingdom
of rightcousness and honowr and truth.

Fecp tho pesce with the boys about you,

and bo filled with the joy of being a loyal,
and gimplo, and natural, and boyslike ser-
vant of Qhrist.

You can very omily tell n houwo, or &
workshop, or an oflico where tho kingdom
of God is not.  ‘The first thing you aee in
that placo is that tho ““straight thing” le
not always done. Customers dv not goé
far play.  Tou are in danger of learmn
to chest amd to le. Better, u thousan
timei, to starve than to stay in a placo
whore you cannot do what i right.

Or, when you go into your workshop,
you find everybody sulky, touchy, and ill-
tempersd ; evorybody at dnguers dmwn
with everybody else ; somo of tho men pot
on speaking terms with somo of the others,
and "the whole feel of the place minerable
and unhappy. The kngdom of Gud
ir not there, for it is puace. It iz the
kingdom of tho Dovil that 18 anger and
wrath and malice.

If you want to get the kingdum of God
into your workshop, or mnta youy home, let
the quarrelling be stopped, — Live in peaco
and harmony sud brotherliness with every-
one. For the kingdum of God is a kingdom
of brothors. It is a great socicty, founded
by Jesus Christ, of ul{’thu peoplo whotry to
be like him, and lLive to make tho world
hetter and sweeter and happier. Wherever
a buy is trying to do that, in the honse or
in the street, in the workshop or on the
Bascball ficld, there is the kingdom of God.
Aud every boy, however small or obscuro
ar poor,who issceking that, is a mewber of
it.  You sce mow, 1 hopo, what the king-
dow is.

CHRIST GIVETH THE VIOTORY.

BY MRB. B. ROSALI¥ BILL.

Eowix Mzrrox had won tho heart and
hand of a lovely gitl, marriod aud scitlod
down in a quist country villnge to cnjo.
life. The Mertons were well-to-do, much
respected, 8o that when Annie Banks uinr-
ziogel‘;'dwin Moerton, nearly every onc said
4 Annie has done exceedingly well.” But
Annie's Aunt Ruth did not say s0; she
shook her head gravely and said, *‘ Edwin
has ono bad habit, and that is he occasion-
ally drinks.” _

Two years had now passed since the
Mertons had set up housckeeping and
already Edwin Merlon staid out {qm somne
nights, and when he returned his wife
knew he had been drinking too inuch.
There camo an infant son to the Mortons,
and Annio thought the futher would refonmn,
as he wasvery proud of the ohild. But tho
mother grew sad to sce that this new bond
was not strong cnough to keep the father at
home. Somectimcs the infant was caressed,
but more often it remained unnoticed,
save when it cricd, when its father became
r-gered, often scolding, and sometimes
s.riking it, until the poor mother becamo
alarmeu for the safety of her darling, striv-
ing to keecp it out of its father's way as
much as passible. Edwin Merton had been
attontive to business at first, having & good
situation as overscer in a large flcurin,
mill, but as he became 1ore in the habitlx
drinking he had to take a lower position.
The protty cotiage began to take on.a for-
lorn appestance, and the ﬁg‘en to grow
up to weeds. Annie, who ,bo‘onvm
beautiful, beoasie pale, and her eyes
the hunted look one sees in theé eyes of a

ub it is needless to describe all the onse,

and the sadness which came to the Merioa
SR
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are full of suck cases. "God grant that'the
day may soon come when such homes shall
bo banished from cur fair Iand, and we
shall stand before the nations of tho earth
a8 3 Christian pation-should. .

Five yoars had: how passed, mid little
Johnnie Mcrton had a sister two yéars old.
Want now roigned within the Thoms,
although Annie strove to do all she couid
for hor loved ones.

One dsy Aunt Ruth came in and sid: ro

* Annic, .you eannot go on in_this way ; X
think it 1s a sin far you to try. Whatif your
precioys Johnnic should hecowo -a drunk-
ard? You have done everything y
to refonnu Edwin; butit.has ie,'c'xi .of no
arail. Go hoine with me ang: atay, 1f
Edwin over reforms, you can live with
him again.”

"Lifo wan s0 haid for Annis Merton shie

on could:

socepted of Aunt Ruth’s offer. Fdwin noy
steavo to bireak himself of the liguor haly
by resorliug to the use of morphine, whig,
ho used in lurgo quantities.

Neurly two decades had passed awa
and atill Kdwin Merton used morphine
when some Christisn peoplo becanio .lleepl;
intoreoted in his condition, and told hip
that if ho would trust Jeaus for healing, .
could be releuscd from his torribl. Lond.
ago. The chains were strong, bub Chriy
was stronger, so that after a strug o thy
jroor man overoame, and to-dny ho is wtting
‘clothed and in his righ. mind.”

Did I say “sitting” 7 Rather let o Ry
he has gone forth to work for tho Su.ivur,
who has done so much foi him, and . day
he tolls the glad story that Jesun i .lje
and willing to save to tho uttetinost,
Should theso lines be rend by any one wio
has forged the awful chaing of the drak o
morphine habit, lot thewm go to Jesus the
strong ono for help—ho who has wig,
“ He that cometh unto mo T will in no wirs
cast out.” ,

Annie Merton went to tho better lang
long ago. But 1 duubt not sho was cneof
the angels who rejoiced whon Edwin Me.
ton was roleased from bondage.

SACRED CATS IN EQYPT.

Axcignt Egypt was indecd n **cats’ par.
adise.” Tho goddoeas DBaat, or Pasht, wa
a cat; and being under her protection, and
typos of hor, all cats were sacred. . Duri
lifo they were treated with fespect, a
their personal safety was.-guatanfeod' ly
rigorous lawa; when dead they m;rebuﬁét
with solownity. Thoy wore earrings anl
nocklaoss 3 but whether: this honour wu
accurded to all cata or only to thoso of hizh
dogree and excaptional sanictity, is uncer
tain, as only some of thé statues shov
theso ornaments, while sotne have. also's’
jowsel on thoir foreheads. . .

But not only individuals were dedicated
to Bast. Wo know that.she had a townd’
her own (Bubastis) especinlly devotadie™
hor worship. Cats wero sometimes sént o
the sacred ocity % he buried, éapecially
thoss that had basn vencrated ‘infthe tem.
ples of Bast. o

The father of history, .Herodotas, ha
something to tell us about cafs, " Mo says,
‘“When a houss caught fire, the only
thought of the Egyptiaus was to prescrve
the lives of their cats. Ranging themselvoes,
therofors, in bodies around the house, they
endeavourod to rescue these auimals from’
the flames, totally diareg:mlip%t,he distruo-
tion of the property itself. But notwith.
standing all their precautions, the cats,.
sometimes leaping over the heads and glid-.
ing betweon the legs .of the bystanden,.
rushed into the Bames as if impelled by,
divine agency to salf-destruction; and:
when an accident of this kind happened, a.
doep sorrow took ion of tgq Egyp
tians, When a cab died a natural death the;
Eoople of the house shaved off their oye:

rows ; but if a dog dicd they.shaved the,
hoad aund the.whole body.” . -

All the provisions. in the, house, tog;
were thrown away as having bécome unhe
ful food. . .

Any one who killad a oat or an ibis vs -
condemned to death ; and it was found im:
‘possible to suve the life aven of & Romm
citinen who had accidently, ~ommitted this
offence, Even im times of faxine, yhenin .

their extremity ‘they were -driven to et
human flash, the Hgyptians presezved thei-
oabs.

WHATY A BOY ACOOMPLISHED.

A 207 who attended one of dur Sabbath- :
schools went out into the oountry to spend.
his vaeatioh—s-visit he had.long, looked:
forward to with a groal dealsof. plesure. -
He went to help the men harvest. Oneof
them was an inveterate swoaron,  The boy,
having stood it as long as he vould, smd

the . : .
“Well, T guiesd T-willgo ‘Horie to-niok
w.” R

The swearer, who-had taken a great lik-
ing to him, snid, 1Y thoight you were
gomigto stay all summer.” 1
Y was,” shid the boy; “but I canlf .
stay where anybody swears 6. Onoofis,.
ast g will leave,” .
and maid, "It

must go } a0
The man falt the rebuke, aod |
: li’.“ will stay T won'tswear.”" And. he kegs,



