
use of English text-book1s. But the
b)e-tofaillis,hiis souilseeiis to beaiflaniie
%ýith the one dcsirc of niaking known
to his fellowv-counitrynic!n thc truthi of
the gospel which hias saved iniiseif.
I arn xot sure but lie niay yet becoxwe
one of oui- best native evangelis. 1
.11n gliving inii suitable instruction
wit ih this c"nd in view.

TH E SABBIATH I N JA PAN.

One of the difficulties of rnissionary
Nwork here lias been that there is no
Sabbaih and the officiai classes have
heen unable, in niany instances, to
attend the services) on account of
public duties froni which they, could
procure Iîo release. Soine have been
deterred froin inaking a profebsion of
faitlh in Christ, as ht %ould involve the
obligation to keep the seventhi day
hioly. I n somne instances this %vould
involve loss of exnploymient and of
the nicans of livelibood. B3ut Prov'i-
dlence lias renioved ibis obstacle out
of the wvav soorcer than %ve expected.
A notification lias leen issued by the
P>rimîe \hinister abolisbing the ic/.i-
?,oku bolidays, and pioclaimning tuat
for the futur-e the first dlit) of the wveek
shall 1e regarded as taizing tlîeir place.
It niay be' necessary to explain that
tlîe î-ic/-roki days are those Nvilîi
have a i or a 6 in thîeir .ordinal nuni-
bers. Thus the i st, 6tb> Il th>, 16th,
2 1 St, 26tb, and 31 st of tbe nîontb were
holidays on Nvhich business at the
public departinents was suspended.
The follow~ingý is tbe notification as it
appeareci in tbe 7al5an II't'ek/j Mlail.

[NOTIFICATION 27.]
(To I, VS/ S/i, Clio, Fii, aund Keii.)

It is hiereby notified that up to tbe
present tinie the flrst and sixtb days
bave been observed in the Governi-
mi-ent offices as the days of rest. But,
froni tbe first of April next, ail Got'-
ernrnent offices will be closed on Sun-
day and %vill be open oiily until noon
on Saturdav.

SANJO SAN'i'1OSH 1,
Pimile Afîzis/en-

Marcbi i2th, 1876.
Tlîe probable cause for th., notifi-

cation is, no doub-,, iii the first phtce

the convenience of the public depart-
nients, as foreigners in the service
of the Governient clairned Sunda)
as a day of rest, at least fronii i-orlzk
whiich, in addition to the ic/z-i-okit
holidlays, involved a considerable loss
of tinie. A second reasor. for the
change is supposed to be an attenîpt
to approxiniate littie by littie to the
custoins and observances of the %vest-
crii nations, in v'irîue of wvbichi they
hope for the rernoval uf tbe 'vr-

lni/'claiese fr-oîn tlîe treaties withi
foreign powers, by %vhich tbey nîiay
obtain jurisdiction over foreigners re-
sident in Japan. B3ut whatever inay
be the object of the Goverinient of
tlîis nation iii adopting Sunday as a
day of rest, the niovenient is one which
will rnaterially aid us in our inission-
ary work, and.i nay even for-eshaidow
soiie further step in favour of Chris-
tianity.

We hiave lîad a very pleasant visit
fr-om the Rev. E. E. Jenkins, M.A.,
wvho is on a tour inspecting the W. M.
Missions in China and India. H-e
caine to japan frorn England, direct,
but being pressed for time could only
stay witlî us a feNv days. We were
gla d, liowever, to bave even a cali
from one so conversant with mission-
ary %vork and who lias rendered
sucb effectivec service in the hîigh places
of the field. lie strongly advises us
to purchase grouind and erect suitable
mission preniises bere as soon as
possible. And ii, this advice I fully
concur. I sball have sonîeîlîing fur~-
ther to say about il, that mnax be miore
suitably conîînunicated to the Trea-
suirers, and by theni laid before the
Coiiiitee of Consultation and
Finance.

Wben are we to see the long-
prornised reinforcement to our- mis-
sion ? Do send us a couple of good
nien - mnz ed-é( - witli missionary
hearts, to belp us in thîis woîk. I
deephy synipathize ivitb the society
in the present enîbarrassnient from
financial pressure. But unhess we are
strengtlîened at once -we niay nearly as
well abandon the field. There can be
no le gitimnate expansion of our work.
We shall lose prestige. Every mis-
sion iii japan is strong iii nuxnbers

Japan.1 1) f;


