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We have Intely received letters from abroad asking
for general and vavied information about onr Pro-
vince. The queries cannot be answered in one num-
ber, and for the benefit of our correspondents and
others at a distance we have determined to quote, in
the Resounces, largely from the Government Reports
on the varions industries. 'The following, from the
report of the Minister of Mines, shows what our coal
mines did last year:

The following figures show the output of each year
from 1874 to 1882, inclusive: 1874, 81,000 tons;
1875, 110,000 tons ; 1876, 139,000 tons; 1877, 154,009

- tons; 1878, 171,000 tons; 1879, 241,000 tons; 1886,

268,000 tons; 1881, 225,000 tons;
tons.

Duaring the year ending 31st December, 1882,
conl mining was carried on by the Vancouver GCoal
Mining and Land Company, at Donglas Pit, Chase
River and Southfield and by Dunsmuir, Digsle
& Company, at North and South Wellington
lieries.

The output of coal for 1882 at the above named
collieries, amounted to 282,139 tons; being an in-
crease of 54,139 tons above the product of 1881 and
the highest yet attained in any year.

The coal in stock on the lst January, 1882, amount-
ed to 9,318 tons; which quantity together with 282,
139 tons raised, made a total of 291,458 tons of coal

1882, 282,000

¢ for consumption and sale.

In 1882, 282,411 tons of coal were shipped from

. this Provincee to San Franciseo, and ports i Califor-

nin; Portland, Oregon ; Seattle, Washington ‘Cerritory
tfor gas making); ports in Alaska Teritory ; Mex-
jcan Ports; China; and the Hawaiian Islands; and
to mail steamships and vessels calling.

Sales of 59,161 tons have been made for home con-
sumption by local steam vessels, manufactories, and
for gas making, and houschold and other uses. The
domestic sales for the year are 15,970 tons more than
the sales of 188S1.

The stock of coal which was ou hand at the Coll-
ieries at the end of the year 1882, amounted to 2,-
§85 tons.

Tt is proper that X should explain that although

the general output of coal for 1882 has been kept up-

comparatively well, yet if the operations at Chase
River Mine had not been so mueh hampered by
troubles by flooding, and other mining casualties,
which prevented the Vancouver Cgal Company from
producing their usnal output from their mine, the ag-
gregate output for the year would have still further
exceeded any former returns. I believe, however,
that the mining difficulties which have beset this
company are being surmounted, and I anticipate
that with the coxtension of the lower workings of
Chase River Mine, and the continued development
of tho Southfield seam, the company will soon be
able to 1calize their former output from these mines
alone.

With regard to the shipments of coal for 1882,
about 158,000 tons were destined for San Fran-
ciseo, being slightly less than the consignments of
Ol

The total receipts for 1882 at San I'rancisco (our
prineipal foreign market), as shown by the commer-

Col- (

cial returns of that port, amounted to about 883,000
tons, contributed as follows :—

Tong,

Mount Diablod .. ..iiiiiiiiarinininen.. 113,255
Coog Bay..ovuiiieiiiiieniane senrnnnnas 14,533
E 12112 T 154,611
TRCOMA . e ves v eevianearnaasnareas cannns 54,627
British Columbia. . ....oovviiniiiiiinnnn 157,762
Australia....... 158,901
Great Britain.. 188,771
Cumperland c.oooiiviin tinniiiniiinaas 14,860
Anthriteite o ooviin cviiiiiiiiiiiienans 24,996
Chili . ioorenniennnnens eeerestes sesterransananne 580
b K€1) DO PPPRRIIN 842,896

It will be observed that British Columbia stands

high in rank as 2 source of the coal supply of the im-
sortant market of San Francisco, where our article
10lds a well-established veputation.

One able commercial publication at that port re-
cently remarks—‘British Colimbia has been supply-
ing this market with coal for about a quarter of a
century. The oldest cluims of this character are at
Nanaimo. Tor a dozen years or more Departure
Bay has been gnining in prominence as a source of
coal and the Wellington Colliery sends along its reg-
ular juota monthly ;its popularity as a domestic conl
finds it a ready sale at top prices.

With such a record, and bearing in mind the flue-
tuating character of the supplies from Great Britain
and Australia, this Province may reasonably reckon
upon finding room in the San Francisco market for
an expansion of its coal trade full commensurate with
the probable increase of production, and at fairly re-
munerative prices for many years to come.

For some time }):mt a considerable portion of the
exported coal has been shipped direct from this Pro-
vince to Wilmington in Southern California, as rail-
way lines and other consumers in that part of the
State that formerly drew their supplies from San
Francisco are now chiefly supplied at Wilmington.

His Excellency the Marquis of Lorne, Governor-
General of Canada, during his stay at Nanaimo, visit-
ed the collieries, and by personal investigation ob-
tained a knowledge of our mineral resources and an
insight into the mode ef working and shipping our
coal that appeared to impress him very favourably.

In this connection, I trust it will be pardonable for
me to refer to the comments of the London Times
upon the remarks as to our coal industry made by

is Excellency the Governor-General at the Victoria
banquet.

The Z'imes says:—“The Colony (British Columbix)
may be said to have owed its existence to the discov-
ery of gold in 1856; and now that the supply of nug-
gets has ceased and the gold has to be sought for
by the costly method of a regular siege, there is still
wealth to be gained from the coal ficlds. The coal
from the Nanaimo mines now leads the market at
San Francisco, and there is no reason to doubt the
Governoxr-General’s forecast that before long Nanai-
mo will become one of the chief mining stations on
the Amezican continent.”

The Canadian Tarif still presses upon our coal in-
dustry, and the inequitable impost of 75 cents per
ton heavily handicaps our coal on its entry into the
United States.

NANAIMO COLLIERY.

Dovucras Prr.

At this mine therc are only a few miners sending
out coal at present, but that will not last long as they




