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tising and learning new music for able Hymn for the Anthem, and to

these speciai occasions and as a rule have,

inslead of a cold and lifeless

the music chosen has been written' service, one whicn is a perfect out-
for choirs consisting of the full com-' pouring of the soul in praise! The
plement. of voices to suslain all the' choir may keep their four festivals

parts with a fine organ accompani-) on a
ment. the effect of which should  bei the week,
so beautiful as Lo uplift the souls off may have the privilege of

special  day appointed  during
when  the  Congregation
listening

the congregation who are worship-! to their well-directed efiorts, but let

ping. But thi, effeet is not
ally obtained in the ordinary country
and town Church
dering is an effort ; the parts are il
sustained. perthaps  the  Clergyman

himself alrveady overtired has to take

a solo @ there is anxiety on the part
of both organist. and choir to zel
through without a break, and by the
time it is ended there is a feeling of
relief on the part of the choir as
well as  of the  congregation.  who
during  the singing have to remain
dumb. On  L[hese  special days  the
Psalins are sung, aad the congrega-
tion, excepting those who are musi-
-al, cannot join in this exceptional
departure. However. patience will
be rewarded at last. We have not
been able to join in singing Cauti-
cles or Psalms. but now at any rate
we can sing a Hymn, when instead.
“The Anthem™ strikes a knell  into
our hearts. Once more the choir
have it all their own way., and the
congregition only listen. It may ve
well sung, iU may be badly sung. hut
our voices are not wanted. Av last
it is a relief before the sermon o
hear the congregation dor the first

time heartily unite in a hymn,  Jjor;

now there is life in the building in-
stead of the apathy that has
cold enough to be felt. That we do

not. want 0o and cannot do without

a  choir. nor a cheir without a
leader  we all krow. and we
fully appreciate the hard work and
sacrifice of time on the par'. ol a vo-
Juntary  choir and recognize
ambition to  render, by an  extra
elfort in the Church music on Festi-

s this ditlicult ren-

been, Hands

their; dom of Heaven.

wener-1 not the Church PFestivals be turned

into cold and lifeless concerts.
A MuMBER OF THE CONGREGATION,

——

Are You Confirmed ?

It is greatly to be feared that to
this question a great many oi our
people.  perhaps  of our readers,
would have to answer "No'" ! TFor.
il we have in round numbers 20,000
members of our Church in this Dio-
cese. since a zeneration passes away
every thirty years, there should be
nearly seven hundred of our people
confirmed every year.

Now the actual numbers confirmed
for the years ending Easter, 1895,-6-
=8 were 53 679 396 and 605 ; or
aun average o H3-F per annum. There
are some  therefore. who are neglect-
ing and losing this great privilege.
!l’m'. as the late Arehbishop of Can-
Sterbury  says very  beautifully @ ““No
, thread of Language and History s
imure distinet than that which con-
neets Christ's proise of the coming
i"f the Paraclete Lo be an Indwelling
Power in all Ilis chosen ones., with
the institution of the Laying on of
of the Apostles.”” Confirma-
y tion s, in fact. the complement of
Baptism. For., aceording to Holy
Scvipture and early Christian  tradi-
tion, it is by Baptism ihat men
become members of Christ. children
of God and inheritors of the King-
¢ Rut something more
is needed ; for we are all called in
Apostolic language to be “Priests™

als, higher worship to God, but at
the same time we feel that the or-,
dinary worshippers have also their:
obtigations to fulfil. Jfrom ~whic.
they are entirely debarred by this ex-:
ira effort. How much more elevat-,
ing {o the {rue spirit of worship,
would it be for Choir and Congrega-
tion to unite in one of the muny yet:
beautiful and simple renderings of i
the Canticles, to sing the DPsalms
every Sunday, to substitute a suit—i

zn.u! “Stewardsof the manifold grace
of God.”” “having gifts differing ac-
covding to the grace which is given

, o us.” And o furnish the Chris-

tian for the performance of these
duties is the oflice of God the Holy
Ghost no less than to engrait him
into the Body of Christ ; and the
Rite which was specially  ordained
for this end is that of Confirmation or
the Laying on of Hands. We would,
therefore, entreat those of our read-
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