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REFORMATION~~LUTHER.
[coNTINUERD.]

Miltitz, the dexterousand learned envoy of the
Papacy, had steadily pusued his purpose ol
bringing Luther to the achnowledgment of the
Fapul authority, in all matters hman and divine,
After some negotiatien, e had induced the An-
sustine anonks to semd a dcputdtion to their bro-
thery requesting him to maxe this acknowledy-
ment by fetter,y as the most authentic forme  The
request \vas'comi)licd_\\ith, and the letter was
prefixed to his ¢ Treatise of Christian liberty?*—
a bricf desasiption of the privileges annexed {o
Christian feelings, under these two heads—¢ That
ac Christian is the freest of men, and subject to
none 3 and, ¢ That the Christiau is the most tea-
dy to serve all, and be subject to 2ll?  But the
Ielter is the more impostant docrument; and
strongly expresses at once the writer’s habitual
deference for the persen of the Pope, and his
growing contempt lor the cotruptions surrounding
the papal thione.

« It is impossible for me,?’ says Luther, ¢ {ohe
unmindiul of your Holiness ; since my sentiments
concerning the papal office ate held forth cvery-
where as the causs of the contest.

« By mcans of the impious fiatterers of your
Holiness, who, without cause, «re full of wrath
against ey 1 have been compelled to appeal fion
the Sce of Rome fo it General Councils ™ But iny
atfection for your Holiness has never been alien-
ated, though I begin to despise and tiiumph over
those who had thought to tersify me by the ma-
josty of your authority.  Oue thing, however, 1
czanuol despise, and that is the cinve of my writing
this fctier—1 mecan the hlame thrown on me for
retlecting ou your Ioliness in person.®

After contradicting this charae, he proceeds to
state the actuai olject of his wiitings: ¢ 1 have
inveighed sharply against unchiistian doctrines g
and reproved my adversaries severcly, not for
rudeness, but ingiety.

4 S0 far from bring ashamed of this, my purpose
isy to despise the julg:ent of men, and to persc-
vere in this vehiemence of zezl,y after the exam-
ple of Chiist.  The multitude of fiatterets has
rendered the cars of onr age so delicate, that as
soon as wa lind that our sentiments are not p-
proved of, we immediately excleim, that we wre

standered ; and when we find cutselves unalile to
zesist truth, we accuse our advesaies of detrac-
tion. But, let mic ask, of what use were salty if
it were not pungent ? or of the point of a swerd,
ifit did not wound? Cursed be the man who do-
eth the work of the Lord deccitfully,

& [ have resisted, and shall contirue o resist,
what is called the Court of Rome, s fong as the
spitit of faith shall liveinme.  Neither your Ho-
jinesz, nor any one, will deny, that it is more
corrupt than Habylun or Sodoir 3 and sunk, as 1
understand, in the most deplorable, desperate, and
avowed impicty. I lament thut, under the sanc-
tion of your name, and under the pretext of the
good of the chiurch, the people of Christ should
be made a Laghing-stock.

¢ Not that 1 attempt impossibilities, or expect
that the endeavours of an individual can accoin~
plish any thinz in opposition 10 so many flattercrs
in that Babel. ™ But I consiler myself a debtor to
my tellow-men, for whose welfate it behioves me
to be solicitous ; 50 that thcse Roman pests may
at least destréy a smaller number, and in a more
humane manner. Duting many ycars, nothing
has been ponred on the wasld, tit monsters, in
bo-ly snd inind, along with the woist examples of
the wont actions.

« ]t is clear as day, that the Church of Rome,
i former ages the most holy of churches, has he-
come a den of thieves, a scrne of prostitution, the
kin of sin, death, and hell. So that greater
wickedness is not to be conceived; even under
Antichrist bimsclf.”?

He thea natrates the transactions with Cajetan,
Eckius, and Miltitz; concluding by the eaticaty
that Leo would check the frand and folly of the
people round his throne ; and finally declaring,
thet any attempt to make himself recant, woul
only be praductive of increased dificulty ; for he
never would consent that man should day down
the law for the interpretation of the word of God.

¢ On the two conditions, of rot requiting me to
recant, and of permitting me to interpret Scrip-

ey

ture nccording to my own judgment, T am willing
to do or sutler an{ thing, " I wish to provoke no
oue 5 neither do T wish to receive provocidion ;
but, if ptovocation be miven to mey since Cluist
is my master, 1 will not hold my tongue.”

This was the declaration of that memorable war
in whizh Luther was to lead the powers of Kuyo-
vean knowledge, libesty, and relizion, against the
hatghty domination of the Pepedom. It roused
the whole wiathof the Vaticins A German monk
displayed the superhsman andacity tv assauit the

Supreme Lord of the feithful, the & Viear of

Chiist on eath;”? the holder of the two-fold
sword of tempotal and spitituul empite. The
whole hicrarchy was in wproar.  An assembly of
Cardinals, Canonists, and Throlozians was in-
stautly su.amoned, and the thunders that had aw-
ed so many mounarchs were levelled at the head
of this obscure revolter, But the Council sud-
denly felt that the old activity of Rowmish ven-
geance was not now to be let loose with the old
suceess s their debates were long and perplexed
the only point on which they a;ieed was the guilt
of the offender, which they pronousced to be im-
piety of the most during and glaing kind.,  But
the Theologians were retarded in their indigna-
tion by tae Canonists, who reasoned, that no no-
toriety of crime ought to prevent a man’s being
hieardin bis own defence.  “Iic resciipt was even-
tually divided into three headse By the fivst. the
docttine was condeinned; by fhic second, the
beoks were ordered to he burned 3 and by the
third, Luther wes summozned to appear in due gca-
son, o stand his trial in Rome.  “The Bull excited
the same protracted discussions, but it was wiged
forwatd by the »eal of the leading membess of the
conclave 3 and after a bitter stinggle between the
Cardinals Pucei and Accolti, the Jatter obtuines
the du'ious honour, by the Papal interposition, of
draving up the furious and fechble anatiiema
azainst the prosress of religious dibertye  This ce-
lebrated instiument should not e forsolten, while
man requires to be reminded of the haushty and
unlumited usurpation of the Dapacy. It claims
for the Pope, in addition to the power of infiicting
ecclesivstical punishments, that of depuiving the
refractory of their property, and their civil privi-
eges.

“Flie Butls of Pius 11, and Julis IL., which de-
clared it heresy in any individual to appeal fiom
the I'ope to a General” Council, were adopted to
impress the weight of Luthess offences.  But
wote ditect charges were heaped upen his head
no 1-ss than foity-one heresies wese proclaimed
as the fiuit of his labouis; and he was compared
with Poiphysy, as an open antagonist to the truth
of the Gospel.

But punishment of a more practical nature was
next prepared for the criminal and his partisans ;
and tie wrath of Rome had Jarge and fierce vasi-
ety of vengeance. fauther, uand 2!l colisted in
lLis opinions, were laid under the ban of human
nature. They we.c in an in:tant cut off from all
rizhts, natural and acquired, pronounced guilty of;
high treason, incapable of any legal act, of pro-
perty, freedom, or worship, infamous while they
ived, infaimous when they died, and unfit for
“hristian burizl.  The name of the man, and the
memory of his revolt, wers equally to be sunk in
contemptuous oblivion. Klis books were to be
burned. 1t w2s to beacrime to publish, to preach,
or even {o read his works. The heresiarch him-
gelf was otdered to attend, and take his trial at
Rome, within two months ; and, in case of diso-
bedience, the civil und spiritual authoritics alike
were commanded to seize him and his adherents,
ond scad them to Jlome.

These are the testimonies of history ; and from
these nothing but frenzy will disdzin to be taught,
a3 nething but impicty »nd political delusion will
dare to gucstion their practicz! wisdom. We
have here the Papacy spesking without fear the
scntinicnls which fear only can ever make it su
Eress, and which are to it as the Llood is to the

eart, and the marrowr to the bone.  Let the PPa-
Pm wla, amonz us, would boast of his passion

or geaeral liberty, of his zeal for general tolcra-
tion, and of his faithful separation of the allegiance
due to his own sovercign, froin the homage due
to the hicad of his church, read this Bull, and ask
himself, whether he has not been the tool of a
palpable and insolent imposture. Lot the friends
of truth take this document in their hands, and
ask thosc who zre still undeccived, whether hu-
man Janguazn an express a stegner apitit of ty-
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ranny over the individual, of usurpation of states,

and of the unhesitating and remotscless determi-

nation to pursuc to blood and ruin every opinion:

}I‘mt was not moulded into the shape prescribed by
orfCe

Luther’s sole erime was the attempt to think
for himeell on poiuts essential o the tiest princie
ples of mane  He had before him the Scriptures,
atd hie Jaboured to understand the great code by
which e was to be judged before the tribunal, not
of many but of the Eternals He had otfere& no
lonman residtince to the authority of his spiritual
superiots.  Me bad merely examined for himeelf,
as every man is bound to do by the express com-
wand of insphiation, und as, by the common dic-
tate of the understanding, cvery man obviously
must do, whio desires to attain that solid and heart-
felt conviction of their value, without which
practical vittue is a fantasy. ke was no rebel,
but an inquirer; no preacher of insolent dogma-
tism w.nd proud self-authority, but @ scholar and a
reesoncry and rcady to give atcason of the faith
that was in him.  Mis personal character was
touched by no impurity. ~ Je stood open to the
eyes of mankind, and deficd them to discover a
stain.  Yet this tnan of learning, intclligence, and
senius, was to be dragged through the wehole
coutse of the deopest punishments resesved for the
traitor and the murderer herey and then consigned
to the grave, stripped of every hope which 3e
could stiip fiom the disembodied spitit, and con-
sighel, in her furious creedy lo ctemal damna-
tion,

On carth his memory was to be obliterated, his
labours of genius and learning were to be destroy-
ed, his life was to be given over fo the law of
treasoiny and his dead body to be deprived of those
tites which Rome had pronounced indizpensabile
to the tepase of the soul. And for the purposes
of this atrocious vengeance, the rights of all tem-
potal sovereigns were to he invaded.  No matter
to what king Luther was the subject; he was de-
clared the subject of a still supetior king, whose
dominion eatended to every corner of the earth
where he could dispatch his mandate. The laws
of natisns were dust and sir before the paramount
law of Rome.  Neither innocence before the tri-
bunals of the victim’s own country, nor true alle-
ziance to his own sovercign, not the will of that
sovercign bimscliy could be suffercd 10 stand be-
tween tie slave and that towering and stupen-
dous impiety which, seating itself on ¢ the throne
of God, maile itsclf he worshipped as God.”? For
deliveranze from this horrible tyranny, Protestant
nations eannot bz sutliciently thankful; and their
vigilance in the preservation of thair liberty and
independence should e sharpened by every re-
collection of the former excesses of the Popedom.

The Bull was now to be published in Germany,
and Eckius, with the double aclivity of a baten
disputant, and of a solicitor for preferment ot
Ro:ne, underfoak the missicn. This man’s cha-
sacter was rapidly developing itsclf in the colours
in which it had been long before painted by tho
strong discrimination of Luther:—

¢ Eckius is totally freacherous, and incapable
of the obligations of amity. At Rome, and in bip
private correspondence, he had continually boast-
cd himself of his scrvices to the Papacy, of his
confidential intercourse with the Pope, and of the
light which he had heen the tirst to threw on the
inextricable guilt of the new opinions. In Gep
many he profzssed the strong relactance with
which he had undertaken the publication of the
Bull. Bat it is difiicult for the most acutz treach-
ery to be always on its guasd: some of those arro-
gant letters escaped ; they fell into the hands of
the Reformers, were published by Luther with
notes—and Eckius was shown to be nothing more
than a prefetment-hunter and a tool.” .

A lctter from the sagacious Millitz is preserved,
which, stating the artival of the P'ojish Missiona«
Ty, is curicus as a memorial of the times :—

«1 found Ilzkius at Leissk, 701y clamorous
and full of thrcats: I invited him to an entertain-
ment, and cmployed every means in my power
1o discover what he proposed to do. .‘\fteth':m
drunk freely, ho began to relate, in pompous te
the commission which he had reccived from

Rome, and the means ll;y which he was te bring
e

Luther to ohedience. had caused the Bull to
be published in Misniaz on the of -Seglembder,

2t Merseberg on the 25th, and at. : on
the 20th. ke was in the habit of displaying the
Ball with great ponp.  He lodged with the puj.



