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pipe, with sceming composurc; but a close ob-
server would bave seen that his keen eyes were
turned suspiciously from time to time upon the
thicketat theright of Dennis.  While the chicf,
partly hidden from the view of the latter byan
intervening branch, was occupied in cutting up
venison for more convenicnt carriage, and mak-
ing up the packs of the party.

Suddenly, the Indian expression of surprise
escaped the lips of Pansaway, and his pipe was
immediately dropped, while his ear was turned
inan atti‘ude of intensc listening towards some
sound that had caught his attention, in the
copse on his left.  Nor washe at fault, for that
instant the well-known twang of a bow string
was faintly heard in that direction, followed by
a whirring sound, as anarrow, cutting its swift
passage through the smoke of the fire, dashed
the doodecn from the mouth of Dennis, and
buricd its flint head deep in the stem of an ash
trce hard by, where it quivered *like a reed
shaken by the wind .

“Holy Mother ! wat's thon?”’ cxclaimed Den-
nis, clenching the inch of clay that remained
between his teeth with tersible encigy, while
he felt his nose carcfully, for the missile had
actnally tickled its extremity asit passed. But
the old warrior motioned Iim to be sull, mak-
ing at the same timea sign with his finger to
Argimon, who stole noiselessly away among
the willows, in a line parellel with the flightof
the arrow from their unseen assailant. Nota
muscle moved in the face or limbs of Pansa-
way, during the momentous silence that svc-
ceeded, though a sccond arrow, urged with
truer aim, passed through the hair of Den-
nis; who, with his master, had sprung upon
his feet in a state of uncontrollable excitement.
They were about to fire at random among the
bushes, when a deep groan was heard; where-
upon, the stern, impcrturbable old Micmac,
perfectly assured of the result, calmly relit lus
to-ma-gan and pufled away as if nothing un-
usual had occurred.

Rushing to the place whence the sound pro-
ceeded, they found the chicf bending down
over the body of a dead Indian, whose bloody
head and breast told a sufficiently expressive
tale. The roldiers shuddered as they beheld
the mode in which so many of their comrades
had been destroyed, and Edward could not
avoul a momcmary sensation of repugnance
toward the author of such wmecessary muu-
lation.  But he soon overcame the prejudice
common to his race agalnst the usages of
savage warfare, when he reflected that, after
all. 1t arosc from a falsc fasuc ousness; the

result, rather of difficrence in habit and ides,
than indicatve of a superior national moraluy ;
for he remembered, with a senge of degrada-
tion that both the French and Enghsh go
vernments sanctioned the custom of oficring
large rewards for the perpetration of the very
act he deprecated, not—as with the Indians—
for the sake of preserving a trophy of thee
prowess, but for the express purpose of dunin-
ishing, as much as possible, the numbers vf
their opponents. Each scalp was the warranm
of a liberal premium—somewhatas; at the pre
sent day, a bear-killer receives a bounty, upea
the production of the animal's paw—thereby
gving encouragement to @ wanton destruction
of human lfe. As for the barbanty of the
thing, many of the English scttlers were well
known to practice the same performance upo.
the Indians they slew, and even ministers o
the gospel, with fanatical zeal, had stooped v
gather, with their own hands, the bloody spot
But the refined French of the Canadas, notn
be out done in anything, with a genius for i
ventive cookery, in which they are allowed 1
cxcel all other nations, after torturing todean
some prisoners that were captured at the mas
sacre of Shenectaday, * perhaps with the saz;,
view that bulls are baited, viz., to enbanaJ
their quality and flavour—boiled them ini
soup, graciously serving out the infernal o
coction to their less barbarous allies.  Butths
is digression.

The three were standing beside the hfels
foe, upon wbnm they cach gazed in silence-
Edwerd, at length, picked up from the groun:
the bow that had so nearly caused the dear]
of onc of thelr party at least, and as hic exan
ined its construction, asked ¢ what warnor {
this that you have slain, Argimou 7’

The chief wiped his red blade on the be
skin robe of his decad enemy, and rcphej
cxultingly—

“One who 1s stronger than manry warnus
and wiser than the serpent what charms.”

“J do not understand you,” rcjomed iy
other, “dost thou think he is alone 7 may3
not be, that cven now, we are penled whid
we stand ?”

“The Boo-wo-1in is alone,”” was tiic brd
reply.

Edward asked the meaning of the expr
ston just used, but the Indian, taking a ol
fresh roots from benecath the garment
partly covered the bosom of the dcad
said to his questionur,

* Sce Colden—page 75.



