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furnish a detailed account of the expedition,
which shall immediately be transmitted to
you.

Very respectfully,

Your most obedient Servant,
H. BUTLER,

Licut -Col. Commandant at Detroit.

Major-General Harrison.
Enemy’s forces, as stated by the prisoners.

Royal Scots, 101

89th Regiment, 45

Militia, £0

Indians, 40 to 60
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‘We are rather at a loss to guess whether
the information, as to force was gained from
the one wounded man who fell into Captain
Holmes’ hands. The return made by the
British, shows a loss of fifty-seven instead
of eighty killed and wounded, and the only
prisoner was a volunteer, who, poor fellow,
had only just joined and could scarcely be
expected to have had much time to learn
particulars as to force.

Again we must, for a short space, leave the
west and follow the movement to farther east.
We must not omit, however, to chronicle a
mistake into which Major General Browne
was led, and which must have tended, mate-
rially, to lower American Commanders in the
estimation of their men,

Wilkinson’s memoirs show clearly, as ex-
plained by a letter of General Armstrong, of
date the 20th January, that it was contem-
plated to open the campaign of 1814 by a
pretended demonstration in the Upper Cana-
dian peninsula. A twofold object was to be
accomplished by this, as to defend the fron-
tier ports along the Niagara would require
the union of all the troops in Western Canada,
and it would be rendercd difficu:t, if not im-
pussible, to make any demonstrations against
Aumberstburg, Detroit, or the shipping at Erie
and Putin-tay. Again, this attack would
prevent the possibility ot any re-inforcements
being sent to the lower Province, in case at-
tacks should be contemplated on Kingston,
Montreal, or Quebec,

The recal orders to General Browne, were,
¢ you wili immediately consult with Commo-
dore Chauncey, about the readiness of the
fleet, for a descent on Kingston, the moment

the ice leaves the lake.  1f he decms it prao-
licable, and you think you have troopscnough
to carry it, you will attempt the expedition,
In such an event, you will use the enclosed
as a ruse de guerre.”

The instructions to be used in this manner
were ‘ public sentiments will no longer tole-
rate the possession of Fort Niagara by the
enemy. You will therefore move the division
which you brought from French Mills, and
invest that post. Governor Jenkins will co-
operate with his five thousand militia;
and Colonel Scott, who is to be made a briga-
dier, will join you, You will receive your in-
structions at Onondaga hollow.” Poor Gen-
eral Browne, knowing that he would have
to wait for some months ere the fleet could
move, was induced to mistake the real object
of attack, and accordingly marched forthwith
his troops, two thousand strong from Sackett's
Harbour westward, to the point where he was
to receive his instructions; here he was un-
ceceived and had to march back again through
the most wretched roads to Sackett’s Harbour.
This marching and countermarching could not
have inspired much confidence in the minds
of the soldiery, when the time for action in
the western peninsula really did arrive,

During all this tme General Wilkinson had
been at Plattsburg nursing his wrath against
the Canadians and British for the reception
which they had accorded to him in his expe-
dition down the St. Lawrence. Finding it
impossible, we presume, to restrain his desire
for revenge, the General, on the 19th March,
advanced with his army from Plattsburg to
Swanton, Vermont, ncar to Missisquoi Bay,
on Lake Champlain. On the 22d the Gen-
eral crossed the boundary and took possession
of Philipsburg, a village just within the lines.
On the 26th, the General re-crossed the lake
for the purpose of striking a blow in another
and more favorable dircction, and we find
him on the 29th, at the hea1 of four thousand
men hoiding a council of war tc deliberate on
an attack to be made on a British force sta-
tioned at La Colle Mill, about cight miles from
Champlain. We here give the proceedings
of the council, and the gencral order, which
was the resuit of these deliberations,

Minutes of a council of war held at Cham-
plain the 29tk of March, 1814.
Present—DBrigadicr-gencral Macomb, brig-



