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furnishi a detailed account of the expedition,
which shahl immediately lie transmitted to
you.

Very respectfully,
Your niost obodient Servant,

I. BUTLER,
Lieut -Col. Commandant nt Detroit.

Major-Genoral Harrison.
Eneîny's forces, as stated by the prisoners.

Royal Scots, 101
89thI Regirnent, 45
Militiai L
Indians, 40 to 60
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We are raLlier at a loss to guess whether

the information, as to force was gained fromn
the one wounded man who foul into Captain
Ilolmes' hands. The return, made by the
British, shows a loss of fifty-seven instoad
of ehghty killod and woundod, and tic only
prisoner was a voluntoor, who, poor fellow,
had only just joined and could scarcely be
expectcd to bave liad znuch Lime to loarn,
particulars as to force.

Again we must, for a short space, beave the
west and follow the movernent to fardier east.
We miust not omit, howevor, to cironiche a
mistake into whici Major General Browne
was led, and whici must have tended, mate-
rially, to lower American Commanders in tic
estimation of their mon.

Xihkinson's memoirs show clearly, as cx-
plaincd by a botter of General Armstrong, of
date the 20th January, that it. was contem-
phatcd to open the campaîgn of 1814 by a
prctouded demonstration in the Upper Cana-
dian peninsula.L A Lwvofold object ivas to bie
accomplisied by tuis, as to defond the fron-
Lier ports along the Niagara would require
tie union of ail the troops in Western Canada,
and it wvould lie rendered difficu:t, if nlot imi-
possible, to make any demonstrations against
Amhlerstburg-, Detroit, or the shipping at Erie
and Put ia.baày. Again, this attack would
prevont the possibility oî any rc-inforccmonts.
being sent to Lhe lowor Province, in case at-
tacis shouhd be contemplated on Kingston,
Montreal, or Quebcc,.

The real ordors. Lo «encrai Brovne, wcre,
"lyou %vil. immediately consult wvitb Commo*
dore Cliauncy, about the readiness of the
foot, for a descent on Kingston, the moment

the ice Icaves the lake. If ho deems it prao-
ticable, and you think you have troops enougli
to carry iL, you will attempt the expedition.
In such an oent, you will use the enclosed
as a ruee de quer-re."

The instructions to be used in this mianner
were Ilpublie sentiments %'ill no longer tole-
rate the possession of Fort Niagara by the
enemy. You will therefore raove the division
which you brouglit from French Milis, and
invcst that post. Governor Jenkins wiIl ce-
operate with bis five thousand militia ;
and Colonel Scott, who is to lie made a briga-
dier, willjoin you. You will receive your in-
structions at Onondaga bollow." Poor Gen-
oral l3rowne, knowing that ho would have
to wait for sýome months ore the fleet could
move, was induced to inistake the real olbject
of attack, and accordingly marched forthwith
his troops, two Lhousand strong from Sackc-tt!s
Harbour wostward, to the point where lie was
to receive his instructions; bore he ivas un-
ceceived and had to mardi back again througkt
the znost wretched roads to Sackott's Ilarbour.
This marching and counterrnarching could not
have inspired much, confidence in the rnindg
of tie soldiery, when the time for action in
the western peninsula really did arrive.

Durin- ahI this t:xe General Wilkinson had
been at Plattsburg nursing bis wrath against
the Canadians and British for tie reception
wbich they had accordcd to bim in his expe-
dition down the St. Lawrence. Findirîg it
impossible, we presumne, to restrain his desire
for revenge, the Goneral, on the 19th AMarch,
advanced with bis. army from Plattsburg te
Swanton, Vermont, near to Missisquoi B3ay,
on Lake Champlain. On the 22d the Gon-
oral crossed the boundary and took possession
of Philipsburg, a village just within the liues.
On the 2Eithy the General re*crossed the lake
for the purpose of striking a blow in anothor
and more favorable direction, and ive flnd
hîm on the 2,9tb, at tlien e of four thousand
mon hiolding a council of war tc dc-liberate on
an attack to lie made on a British force sta-
tioned at La Colle Mill, about cigit; miles froin
Champlain. XVe liore give the procoodings
of the council, and the goneral ordor, wbich
,vas the result of these deliberations.
Mlinutes of a council of îcar 7ield at C07am.

.plain& the 291h~ of !Jarch, 1814.
Present-Brigadiur-general Macomb, brie


