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Medicine in Tablets.
Front the New York Sun of February s, 1894.

Increased Use of Drugs in This Form In-
stead of Compounding by Prescription.
A comparatively recent invention, vastly ex-

tended in its apphcation within three or four

years, has wrought a curious change in the
practice of medicine. Countrv physicians,

100 years ago, when there were few druggists

outside of considerable towns, carried in their

saddle bags or medicine chests a variety of

what not. Such physicians made up their
own prescriptions and furnished their patients
with medicines. The use of medicines in the
form of tablets tends more and more toward a
retun of modern physicians to the methods of
thar predecessors.  Physicians everywhere
now write fewer prescriptions than they wrote
ten years ago or cven two years ago, and the
use of medicine in the form of tablets is extend-
ing every day.

It is only ten or fifteen years since com-
presced tablets of chlorate of potash began to
, be usel. Other simple drugs were then put

up in tablet furm, and gradually the variety of
drugs and prescriptions thus prepared was ex-
tended until aow it includes thousands of com-
pounds. Any physician may now have almost
any prescription of his own made up into tab-
lets.  The usual requirement is that at least
5,000 tablets shall be ordered. Many well.
known prescriptions of famnousphysicians have
attarned 2 wotld wide celebrity in the medical
wotld through their use in tablet form. Hun-
dreds of liquid prescriptions arc thus used by
saturating inert material with the mixture just
as homceopathic remedics are prepared in the
form of sugar pellets. The tablet factories are
constantly experimenting witha view to reduc-
i{ng further drugs and prescriptions to tablet
orm.
tions in accordance with the fancy of individual
physicians, and to comhine one or more pres-
cniptions in a single tablet.  The general use
of tablets instead of preseriptions has greatly
simplified the practice of medicine. The
physician, instead of wating a prescuption and
mstructing his patient to have it compounded
by a drugast, leaves the necessary number of
tablets with inctruciions as to the time and
manner of taking. Neasrly cvery physician is
provided with some such tablets, and many
usc them in great quantisies. Tons of drugs
are now put up in this furm. It is the whole-
sale mcthod of modern life applied to the
preparation of medicines.  Apothecaries have
{clt the eficcts of thechangein practice through
the lesseming in the number of prescriptions to
be compounded. For the patient, it has

sician obtains :he tablets at so low a rate that
he usually makes no charge for those supplied
to his paticnts.

New as the use of tabilets i3, the form of the
tablet has teen graatly improved since the
intteductien in1o medical practice.  Tallets
are sinailer and mote compressed than they
y wereafew yearsagn.  The mac.nrery for mak-

ing shemongiaally was, and perhaps sullis,con-
I trolled by aringle whalesale druz store of this

w1y Lat thase are many masnufacturers of taks.
! lets hiere and elsenhirre.  \Wnen the patcutees

first began to call ther pravduc st -he atiention
of physicians the tablets very slowly made
their way, becauce the patentees were not
widely know to the medicat piofession.  Then
they associated themseives with a famous drug
houte, and the tablets soon began to go.

Oaly the simpler drugs aad remedies put up
in* 1ablet form are accessible to the general
public. The compounds arc not cven known
by name outside the melical profesinn. As
they arc not patent melicines, they are not
i advertised in wilier than medical newspaprers.
: They come to phys:cians wath a label that pro-
; ciaims the ingredicnis and thar proportians,
Physicians have the good repute of the manu.
factuters as guarantee that taliets are made of
pur: drugs and crefully compounded. The
best tablic” manufaciurers emplay  skilled and
careful spathecanes and hay thar drugsin large
quantities directly from manulacturer«.
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SECtET HISTORY OF AN OLD.
TIME REMEDY.

A certain well-known  preparation is so
largely prescribed by physicians that its use by
them may be said to be universal.  Conversa.
uonally 1t 1s spoken of among themselves as
the “ R. & 8. Compo.™ If you are ill and

drugs, pills, powders, potions, lotions andl

They are ready to vary known prescrip- -

cheapered the cost of doctoring, for the phy- .

call the doctor, no matter what else you get,
you are moderately certain to get some onc of
the forms of the *“ R. & S." prescription. Its
' use has been prowing more general for a hun-
dred years, and has been vastly increased of
{ late by slight improvements found to be impor-
tant in effects. The rrcscriplion, especially in
* rural districts, isusually prepared in fluid form,
" sometimes in powders ; but of late years it has
been found possible to prepare itin tablets, the
orm now so popular with physicians for all
standard medicines. So enormous is the de-
mand, from physicians solely, for the various
forms of this preparation that a single maou.
fartiring chemist n New York City made and
sold 350,000 pounds of these tablets in the
year 1593~—and this, be it borne in mind, was
to physicians alene, or to ] orders from deal
 ers from whom physicians obtain their supplies.
, Every physician of eminence has his “ R. &
: S.” formula, varying more or less from the
original, but substantially the same—that is,
depending ugon the basis indicated by the
letters R, & S.
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RIPANS TABULES.

The Ripans Tabules represent the latest and
most improved form of this preparation. The
separate letters composing the word RIPANS
are the initials of the six ingredients. Any

y doctor knows what they are. The Aand N
, represent the principal change, and have been
. found of vast importance. No person who has
occasion 1o make use of 2 dyspepsia remedy,
i and has once experienced the beneficial zesults
. of these tabules in a case of biliousness, head-
! ache or other disorder of the stomach, liver or
i bowels, will ever afterward consent to be with-
out a supply near athand. A single one gives
prompt relief. Piice 50 cents a box, atdug-
qpists, or by muzil.

THE RIPANS CHEMICAL COMPANY,
10 SPRUCE ST., Negw YORK.

84inches high. Top
can be adjusted to
any nogle or height
Revolving Case
15 x 15x 12 inside.
Holdsubout 30 vols
Law size.  Sirong
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approval. Address
Marsh M'f'g C
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