
THE OWL.

One lustî'înn ago and the p)lace ai)ove
feebly described Nvas unniarked by any
such index of general advancemient; a littie
whilc silice and the Brothers of Chiarity,
whose mission is to care for the physically
and încntafly wveak, to raise fallen biunmanity,
to encourage and gYuide wavering nature,
going forth in search of pastures new,
where their rninistering care mighit bc re-
quired, were led by Providence to this
beautiful, romiantic and picturesque spot ;
and there they laid the founidation of that,
giand and massive structure that rises, in
elegant proportions, fromi yonder siope and
whose turrets are crowvned wvîth the emibleni
of ail Love, Truth, Cliarity and Salvation.
'l'ie long windows of the clegant chapel
tell the strangei that Religion lias found
an abodle within those walls and that Faith
abides in its sanctuary. While the tinkie
of its bell caîls the dark-cloaked religious to
devotion beneatlî the frescoed domie of
that little temple. we might steal in for a
few moments and ramble througlî the
lengthy corridors. It %vill flot be an intru-
sion !

Howv whlite and clean everythîng seemis:
the high, airy roomns, tlîe lengthy well-
ligbted hialls, the scrubbed floors and
polished ceilings, tlîe batii tooms, refec-
tories, billiard-halis and even celiars.
Coils of pipes tell that Nvinter's severities
are hiot felt, wvashing maciniery tells tlîat
clcanliness is the first rule of the place.
Tiiere is a îîîember of the communit), at
hand quite prcpared to afford us aIl the
information required. Let us asic ii
what is the object of the establisbment.

"Our mission," says the brother, "Iis to
5tudy the inflrnîities of life and then to
utilize our knowledge by applying it to the
care of those mientally or physicaliy totter-
ipg. \'ou have prisons for the guilty and
asylums for the mad, but wvhere cise can
youi find the proper treatmnent for the
uîild imania<., the victini of alcohiol, the
effileptic, tlîe idiotic or hoineless ? 1
bp)cak flot of the indigent: for tlîcm tliere
are refuges enoughi, but 1 nîcan those
whoni old age or wearincss of iife>s battie
rcnders restlcss in the world, and wlio
have no mealis to procure the couîiforts
of a home, free fromn the dan.gers rliat
would surround them outside. Tiiere
'ire sons of well-to-do familles whlose par-
ents cannot keep tlîem at homne and wvill
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not send tlîem to pîublic asylums; here
they have protec.tioîl and romnfort, attend
atîce and care. Wc have a regular daily
visit froîîî an cxi)erienccd miedical mian,
our brothers aire trained to care and cure,
if it is possible, the bodily sick or mcintally
wcak."

"gBut,"' 1 would ask, " are sick and wvell,
fools and sane persons, epileptics aîîd,
retired business mii or students ail
toget lier ?"

(By no means "-he replies: " Vc
have wards in accordance with the num-
ber and variety of the patients; wvhile the
hioarders-tliat is thiose who are miereiy
sceking quiet and retiremient have their
roorns conîpieteiy to theniselves and their
public apartments are sccured froni the
intrusion or annoyance of those whose
company they do not desire. W'e welcome
Protestants as wvcli as Catbolics ; but our
iîousc is cssentially Catholic and the only
one of its kind in Canada." Such would
be about the sum and substance. of the
Brother's repiy.

W~hiic wc rcad so much about those
excellent socicties and institutions for the
protection of animais, of cbildrcn, of
femiales, of social order, and 1 know not
whlat eisc, inight wc not feel it a aiuty to
write a few words about tiîis society and
institution for the speciai protection of
iîumanity, of the infiim, the aged, the
aflicted, the unfortunate? The epiicptic
is there tcndcriy cared for and protected
against hiîîîself; the dcclining years of the
friendless are softened by case and atten-
tion î tue dipsomaniac is rcstrained from
those excesses which eveîîtually kili the
bod) and siay the soul-or cisc he is cffec-
tually cured by niedical treatmcnt and by
moral suasion, until lie is enabled to re-
surne bis station in life, master of his pas-
sions and conqueror of himnself.

(;iorious, picturesque spot ! grand and
noble institution tbat adorns it! The
tiatural heauties of Long lPoint arc worthv
of this îîiagnificent country; the natural
and super-natural biessings of St. Benoit-
josephl's Retreat are their fit companions.
Mvay no desecrating haîîd ever mar the
spiendors of the one; inay no profane
iconoclasin ever frustrate the beneficent
design of tlic latter! Such are the hope,
desire and prayer of a truc
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