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its free schiools, and ita vast resources only
practically developed, it needs only unity and
cnergy in action, guided by intelligence, to
winke it the happy howe of millious of people.
But we must not he content to follow the
beaten track. We must look around us and
see what other countries are doing in the
matter of utilizing their resources; amd we
must “ goand do likewise.”

St. John as a Commercial Emporium.

1t would sc’em that I’rovidence and man
have co~operated to provide a great future for
the city of St. John. It would be difficult
to name any place on the continent which
poesesses as many natural advantages as St,
John can boast. We have here n bmeing cli-
mate which invigorates and energizes, the
hent of summer Deing tempered by cooling
foga, which are not uabealthy anml do net in-
terferv to any appreciable extent with the
shipping intevests of the port. We are seatedd
at the mouth of the St. John river,—a river
which has a bundred tributaries, some of
thiese tributaries being themselves mighty
rivers, receiving the waters of & thousand
streams great and little,~the great river with
itr tributariea and feeders being peopled
throughout their whole length, and draining
one-half the territory of the Province. We
have here an open port all the year round, one
of thefew of itsclass in these Northern latis
tudes, and a port capacious enouglh to float
the most magrificent navy in the world, and
posseasing every facility for unlimited whaf-
age, dock accontmalation and harbor privi-
Yeges of every description necessary fo great
connmercial expansion. Seated on the nor
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tridge Islund is o step in the right direction,
since it adds to the security of the port; ata
great deal more than this is needed. There
st be dredging opersitions on an extensive
seale, The cepacity of our harbor must bo
Inrgely added to by this wmeans: and there
are other means of swelling the capacity. We
need above all a proper system of wharves
amd quays and docks, such ax they have in
Liverpool and Glasgow, ‘This muel »~eded
improvement should never be lost et of :
it should, in fuct, be persistently agitated until
secured.  The system of divided responaibility
in regard 1o harbor management—thie system
that gives a private wharf owner o *‘say,”
and somehady else a “say,” is a nuisanee in
the commercial conmunity and a frand on
shipping.  We need, and we must ultimately
have, the Harbor privileges turned over to
. " 0y Commissioners, who shinll e supremne cons
banking capital at home, owns more paying| tral aver all Harhor matters; who shall build,
wanufactorics, more shipping, more saw millsyf pypintain and control all wharves and docks
than ever before inher history: whilethis Pro-. 51 this port, end regulate in all respects all
vince as a whole, and the portion of Noval yiaeers in which th
Seotin with which we trade, show more land ping are concerned.  We need, in short, some-
under cultivation, and snore successful indus-) thing similar to thestate of things existing in
tries in operation, than the most sanguine! Montreal, and which hies added so lugely 10
conkl have anticipated wenty years ago. tho reputation of thatport. Withthe Harbor in

But we cannot stop here. We nuist ads] Connmission we beliove tliere wonld be no
vance. Therc is much to be done Lefore wej difficulty in securing the Dowminion Govern-
can feel that the commerce of St. Jolm is be-d yent's endorsement of our Harbor Bonds for
yond all jeopandy,~before we can say that! o million or two, wherewith to purchuse the
our port is what it ought 1o be, if we would] yights of private whasf owners and construct
have it rank with the great ports of the Con-| g proper system of «quays and docks, and ona
tinent. Thereare several projects that hear| seale commensurate with the growing impor-
upon onr prosperity which we should keepy tauce of the Port and the extrene probavility,
steadily in  view,—for which we should)yuy, atmost absolute certainty, that within
steadily press with persistent and unfaltering? the next twenty years we shall behold St

from a decline 3= shipping ; now  from over
speculation and again from frauds and vil-
liany in business circles whose transactions
werd supposed to e condueted on business
principles : yesterday, from some remote
cause, which we could not control, and to-lay
from some deeprsenated cancer that could
seavce be erndicated  without danger to the
life of our cominercinl intercats, DBut, thanks
to a hopeful, a plucky and an undaunted race
of husiness men, we lave passed through
great crizes, not wholly uninjured bt finally
trimmphant ; we have surmounted all diffi-
cultics 5 we have cstablished sound  conuner-
cial tmflfic on an  enduring hasig, while
reaching ont in all directions for tmde and
extending our operations aver more tervitory
than ever. To-day St John has the proud
satisfaction of knowing that she owes less to
outsiders, has ntore personal wealth, more

e harbor interests of ship-

them shore of thie Bay of Fundy our port eom-,
mands the whole tnmde of the Bay, with its,
acore of prsperous harhors and towns; it;
waintaing ite packet lines and steam lineg,’
ens?, west, and south,—Ubeing the beat market,
for the produce of a large arca of Nova Scotiaj
as well ag of New Branswick, In enumer
ating our commercial advantages, we nus'!
not ontit to wention the mngnificent il
way avstem which centres here,—w line from
Nova Scotia; & line from the United States:
lines from Fredericton, Woodsiock, Houlton,:
ctc.;a line in course of construction from the
North Siore country, rar Moncion; & sccond
line from tho upper country, including Victoria
and Madawaska counties, & well as  Carleton
and York,—all these finding their true centre
and head-quarters in St. John and adding to her
trade anl prosperity, lavgely up to this time
an 10 be greatly increasad in the future.
Next to great geographical and conamer
cial advantages, we nante the character for
Probity, eneryy and enterprise of onr businee
men and citizens generally. S.. John lns
suffered revernes, —sometimes from a failure
in tho wond markets of England ; sametinies

determination, looking neither to the right John the foremost part of the Dominion of
hamd nor the Jeft until they ave accomplished. Canada.  Simultancous with this novement

One of these is the line of Railway to .\lou-: we must push on the agiiation for the con-
treal-—the “air Yine” 50 called, -which will: sirnction of the Bay Verle Canal, pgainst
give Montreal and all the country West, in-’ which political partiswmship is rampant in
cluding Ontario, the Western Stateg, and certain quarters, but which two successive
our Great North West, through to the Pacific, Governmenis  of Canauln stand  solenmmly
the shortest possible route to an Atlantic pledged to construc: as a Government work,

sean Terminus at St. Jahn.,  This line leaves, and whose ruasdonient of the scheme at its
Western Extension a short distance cast of present stnge would be 2n sct of unparel-
Bangor, intersects or joins (¥) the Grand, lelled perlidy. The prospective wdvantages
Trunk near Sherbrooke, and supplies the of this underinking to St. Join are so vast as
shortest possible ling between Montreal andi to be incalculable. To tie Dominion, £s a
St.John. 1t is a line of railway of the great-" whole, it is a work of the greatest importance,
ost possibile importance to St John.  1ts con- but to 8. John erpecially its significance can
struction will lift our potrd to the very front nat be casily sucisured or stated,  Suflice it
rank of ocean harbours, mnking with New to gay that a public work witich will place St
York, with New Ozleans, and eclipsing Mon- John within = few hours’ stenming or 24
treal. land in hand with the construction of hours’ sailing of the Nurth Shore ports and
this great work (lo which the City of St the Gulf of St Iawrence, with e ports of
Jolu might contribute a half million of bonds I%.E. Island, with the northern shore ports of
without feeling the intorest, in compmrism Nova Scotin, from Bay Verie to Cape Breton,
with the advantages of the investnent) should: and which ofTere the trders and inhsbitants
o some radical acheme for the improvement of all the Gulf direet water communication
of Harbir Accommodation at this port. The, with this trade centre, needs only to be men-
Breakwater from Negrotown Paint (o Vare; tioned to be appreciated by all bazsiness men



