February, 1900,

vain ne man lay’ We nmst roemember
thut the suceess of our Church s not
zoing to be determined by the amonnt
of money contribmted thereto, nor the
nmmber of bazanrs and tea mectings we
hive erowded into the years, but rather
by the soul-winuing power we develop.
Dur objeet should e to mnke better wen,
atd better life among  men  than  we
fourd on our coning, and we can do thise
only by Insisting on Scciptural Hollyess
threughout our laml,

8 Weo must mnke vigorous mivanee ne
presichers of the Word of Life.

The writer has never forzotien his first

day in the ministey, when a saifnled
brother «nid to him:  *"The quesdion will
pot  arise next conferctiee, how  many

tines hae he tnken tea with his people,
g, hax he got up his studiex and ean
he prench

We da not minimlse the mpactanee of
pastoral work, but we are gite sire
that there are those In the pulpita of to.
day whe are inelined to be lax in therr
pulpit preparation, and are glad to ke
their pustornl demand< an excusse for
siieh faxity,  We o deaw e Idivideat

zlal o have you wisne e well at
their place of businexs, and enler more
or less inte theic daily life in friendly
interconrse, but they do not want this
to take the place of the Sunday scrinon.
A prominent church member recently re-
marked that for thirce years he hind leen
in the congregation of o minister and
il no peeollection of any topic having
been spaken about in the week, exeept
the weather,  We ean menteely prepare
arselves oo well for our Sabbath work.
1t de g grent templation  te wamder
uround mnking chance ealle, bl nre we
not in danger of spemling oo much time
out of, and toe little thue within, our
stinly? .

The prascher must be ao stndent aml
not all of such study ean be done outside
of the plaee peesdinrly fitted for such
work,

3. We st demsnd g well aqualified
miatedry,  There e n temptation in one
rupllly developing Methnlian te plant
miscdonse on overy hund, el we rejoles
that it is so. but woe mst be most eageful
s doing that the woet eflfeient. wen
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comparisony, hut we venture to say that
it there fx auything of tiest fmportanee
1t i TO PREACIL We have noble ey,
powerful men,  thoughtful men in onre
pulpits, and the days are upon us when
these must play a greater part in the
development of our national  life;  but
there is still need for n stronger effort on
the part of all that our pulpit wmay
bhe sustained in g thought and power
and may not loce its hold upon our peo-
ple. We must bring our best thought,
our hext effort, and our biest prayer, to
hear upon our pulpit work: hut good as
prayer ix, and neeessary as holiness of
Jife 1e, these two, alone, will produce
very poor sermonk  ‘That the duties of
a faithful minister are many we Know,
bt we algo know that those are most
siecessful and most influential in onr
work who do not fail to remember thnt
the tirst duty of the winister is to preach,
There ix 0 dnangor of misspent effort on
the pact of many of the preachers of
to-duy,  Of course our congregations are

1

obtainableé shanll he placed on our sew
wission fields. It is better to leave n
ficld vnoceupied for o year than to e
peetl its interests in the hands of an
wmetliclent man,  “Try the spirits,' saith
the apostle.  Let us tey our men. Many
a man whom some good mivister has
denmpinnted in Conference as a “good
brother,” or “a clexr cnse simply bee
vanae he cnne from hix cirenlt or be-
eade his father wasx 2 good man at
prayer, would be better behind o plow
than behind a pulpit. We want wmen
whiose energy and push amd zeal and at-
tatnments witl make for the suceesg of
our work every time, and not men who
puzzle aur stationing commitiees after o
fow years, amd men for whom we destre
loeation,  Our artlele i now too o,
al thiere remaing xo much unmaid, bt
may we conclnde by a sentenee secking
to exprews in brief what we have said,
We wimt ateongs lifo, strong  thought,
stronge wen, and we xhall have o strone
Chureh,
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My First Visit in Victoria

Mage than 40 years ago, nfier traverae
ing the HILC, ecaroe route from Pogt
Willinm to Part Garey, now Winnlpeg,
then on foet aver the plains aml moune
taine to Fort Colvibe: thence vver the
Caceadee in mldwinter, 1 reached Ase
torin—not the Netorin of  Washington
Trving, whieh T wmistaklngly hoped 1o
find, but a amall vilinge fnet deenping
aml nearly dexerted, A ddilaphiated saw.
whl, a dicty, neglected streot or two,
il a R dictler old 1o hotel kept i
the dirticst fa<hion by an ancient Dutche
mnn and his fraw, formed the greater
pertion at that thoe of the now Hourich.
ing ety at the month of the geeat Co-
mmbin, Here in the mbddle of Deceme
ber, "5, 1 wae fmprisoned, and the hope
of reaching Victorla for Chrlatmns was
frustrated by the “Northerner' meeting
the fee nt &, UHeleny, and fnstend of
woing to Faquimalt voynsed back o San
Franeiseo,  For two weeke more T was
i thoroughly disgenmtled individual: no
hoake, no newepiapers, no associates, the
<ime WL of fare, moetly bacon and
beans, the dirtlest kind of weather and
aecommodation made this enforced stay
in thi« Pacific port f Unele Sam's any-
thing but ageenlide.  Feeape came when
thee ddewheel steamer Pacitie, of sore
vowful wemory to moany Vietariaue, call
el ook on hoanl a decrage paseenger
and Landed bim at Beuimalt ons rainy
morning earsy fn the firet week of 00,
A tramp threongh from three (o ay
inched of mud or more in places by the
firet Faonimalt road, and then over the
anefont 1L B Co, bridge trom Songiah
rederve to foot of Jolmeon sirect, apd |
fonrnnd wveelf o0 the el of the vverband
journey from Toronto, \ Th-cent breake
foet, il o wond one be Bt ogndd, e the
pioncer Wileax hotel, velieved me of o
wizhty sharp appetite sl the last cent
of the necdful at the same time,

Far obwione renvone 1 ogol na dinner
that dny, hut early fn the evening, af-
ter wetting rid of as mnel il ax pos.
sible and effecting needed vopalrs in sare
ments moeh the woree for wear, 1 pree
sented myself at the new Methodist pare

Axe with letters of fntraduction fron
the tate Drs, Green and Ryorcon, of Toe
ronto, il others, The door was answer.
el by the Kindly  and  aceomplished
danghter of the house, whe with a gens
inl smile of welcome, albeit the visitor
miebt have been wineh more styllah in
apptarance, asked him in.  When the
quection a< to whether Dr, Beans was
at howme aned e aflicmative reply given,
a rush was wade ont of  the  dining
rooar hy o tall, buxem and good looking
voupg  woman, and before the visitor
knew what happened n pair of roagnle
fieent  feminine arme were around his
ne~k and a <alute of the heartiest dee
seription bestowasd upon him,  Needless
ta sav that «uch a roception had an nase
tounding effect, and the yonng man wax
not n little rattled,  Amid the mewri-
mee which this episode produced amony
the eompany assembled, the somewhat
ha<hful new arcival awas slow in recoxe
nizing an Eastern  acquaintance, This
hrought a shade of disappointment on
the eountenance of the principal actor,
and «lie naked the other pacty if {t was
pos<ible that she was forgotten? “Dan'’t
you wemember Miss G, the sister ot T



