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COMMENDOABLE ENTERPRISE.

E aro glad to notice that the Brantturd Board of
Trado aro moving tn the mattor of improving

tho navigation of tho Grand River up to thatcuter-
prising town. Some years ago cubividerable business
was done on tho river, Brantford befug connecid by
a canal with the head of Davigation  dincy vhy cow-
structlon ot the rauways, howoever, the bu«ness has
fallen off largely, aud tho works have gut greatly vat
of ropair. Thoy aro now uwaul by the town, the
Navigation Company having faucd &ume years ago,
aud it is now proposcd to improve the works and com
mence business sgatn.  From a report recentiy drawn
up by leading members of the Board of lrado, 1t ape
pears that it would tako §113,644 to deepen tho naviga-
tion to 83 foet, $163,233 tv mako it b fret, and a tnfle
over $260,000 to make st 7 teet ¥ iuchos indepth.  lhe
Iatter depth would undoubtedly bo mach thic best, s
it would do awsy with tho nucessity of transtupment;
but wo fear the expeuse would be rather heavy tor 8

private Company—which it is propused to form to |

carry out tho undertaking  Aud frem arhamont
could not, wo apprehiend, be vbtamed tor such a work
at the present time.

The Grand River luws through an exceiicnt tract of
country, and tor heavy freights, 1ts navigativn woutd
be exccediogly useful. If aa cxpenduare ot S2w,000
were {ald out upon it, it may be questivnabte whether

tho traffic would be suflicient for many gears to pay |
reasonablo dividends over eapenses ot management |

and tcar and weas, but wo thuni v WUlk mg Lt safe-

1y be cunsidered practicable at the o, ur even o feet. y

With tua works in their present 1ncvmpiete and une
perfect condition, ‘it appears that from 18U to Intb
Brantford obtamed a revenue of 312,35 trom thy m, atter
deducting cxpenses of management and repairs, that
would givo §7,060 per annum. If this statement be

correct, we sce 1o good reason why a carctully man- |

aged Company might nut taks up these navigation
worke, improve thcm, and make mouney out of the
operation, besfdes benetitting the wholo cuuutry
through which the niver passes.  T'he Builalo and Lake
Huron Railway would, no doubt, be strong opposition
to contend agafnst, but for certain classes of freight,
tho water route woutd bavoe decidediy the best of it
Wehopo tho contemplated improvements will brgono
on with at an carly day.

UNION IN BANKING.
THE CUMMERUIAL BANK.

HERE are some things 80 sclf evident that it re-

quircs noargutnent to prove them.  For instance,
who needs apy demonstration that ¢ union is
strength,” orthat ' of two cvils, we ought to chuuse e
feast.” Well, then, if the propositiun 8 mada as to
whether it would o better for il the Western Banks
to unite, or to remain as they are to alluw themselves
to bo knocked over hke njve-pins by Mr hing and
the Bauk of Montreal, the decision must bein favor of
unioa. Mind, wo do pot advucate such a scheme. Al
wo say is that if AMr King is bent on swasling the
Western Banks and if the Wedtern Banks caunot
singly protect themsclves, then they ought to unite
and see what they can do theu  In all tius we mahe
no chargo aguinst Mr hiug and s bank  Charges,
howaver, of a scrious nature have been mado inautla
eutial quarters. It would even appear that through
one public organ or aguther the W e-te n Banks themn
selves have been complainers  Well af they have, aro
not such complaints, no matter how wed founded, 8
confession of weakuow? Further, did notall the W este
ern,Bauks in the most unguiveeal masw s goe (vi
4ence of their own weahness whea they all met, and
they all desired to help the Commerciat Bank, and
yet because the Bank of Mountreal chose to opp st
them, they had to abandon thuir good mtention and
to leavo the Commerciai to its fate? Fhat was a con-
fession of weakness I'ie Bank of Montreal agamst
all the Western Banks, and the latter beaten  \What
stronger proof could therc be of the strength of theone
and the weakness of tho other? What stronger mo-
tive could thero be tor the Western Banks to besur
themsolves and place themmseds es 1 such a position that
they need fear no rival?

We do not arguo to favor of mooopo tes when we
adduce v~ moare so'f-evider t oot uamely that the
tendency ¢ theage ts in favor ot laigo tustitations,
and yot apother such tast 1s that 1t is 1o the nature ol
thipgs that those iust.tuti .ne that sre greatest and
most powerfut should exerclse constderable fnfluenco
¢vor smaller and weaker oncs, Thero f9 Rpothing
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Satellites revolve round the
au", .. il they binve not strength to remain in their
own orbits, they are irresi«tibly swept into tho blazing
taminsry Is tho sun to be cepeured for that result®
1 terrestidal affales the kamo rule works 1n tho game
way Large houses swallow up the businesy of small
ones, aud »teong banks Wil extond thew aflpenco to
the detiimont of weak vuea. And as weahness in
banking is a fata. dizease, it becomes tha daty of such
| banks as are endangered vr haraee 'y the Pank of
Montienl tustrengthen t wit postivn, sythat they necd
i frar no sturm, no matter from what quarter it may
i Lluw  Of course, if there Ia 1 v annovance or danger
| to be apprehicnded from the Baok of Montreat, there
| will be no neces«ity for extreme dete nyuve measures on
| the part of the Western Bauke,  But if the dange= is
imnunent, the remedy ovght nost to be delayed., )
In connection witl union in banking comes up tho
.subj.«,t of tho Commerclal Baak. It 13 well known
| thatsts chaites wall not be forfeited antil sixty days
from the day it closed its doors. It t+also ovident that
h there Is avase amount of mwoney ia the bank which is
at ataho  The yuestivn 1s how to save this money
from being a total loss, and how to invoest it in such a
| manaur as that it shal 1. aost gued to e public, to
j tho sharchuders, and o tha other credators of the
bank® Without eaxpressing a chotce for ond mude
above anuther, we can yet say that any plan, whether
the cotting down of the stoch and tho incressing of
the cagital, or tho amalzamation with another bank,
} OF» sndeed, any suheme by whach the Lank will be ro-
sascitated in part or whelly, in its original conditivn,
for jupedd tu another anstitution, would be better than
jo alluw it to go nto hywidauen. It need not be
' pointed cut that ahen a bank 4 wound up its asse
| aro wacrificed, and its habalaties sncroused,  This woul
) st duil to be the caso with the Comtaercial. In favor
of 1ty amaigamatioa wirth another bank, much may be
<aid  tutting offa'l its "al delts, i nuagh will remain
to furm a consideiable capital  Then it har good con-
nectirns, and 1n the course of ime it« good customers
would cume back to itagain  Tho lusses it has sus
tained, and the trials it has gono through, would en
able it to steer clear of sll mistakes in future. ¥ro
| boriy managed there Is o doult that if amalgamated
| 1t would bring strength, wealth and influence, to the
inutitution with which it wou'd be juned. Theso re.
marks are made on the suppozition that a union of the
\Western Banks w.ll not bo thuughr necessary. Should
snch an cvent take place, however, the argument in
favar of amalzamating the Cumanurcial with tho rest
would be ten times stronger.

|
Imumcwm.hy iu this

BEWARE OF THE BREAKERS!
‘IHE ehip Confederation has now been faitly
‘ launched A gallant ahip she is, and gallantly

has she set sail  Eversthing at present betokons a
prosperous  career krom fast to West the
country i3 prosperous, and the hearts of the
people are big with hope in regard to the future
' vur Domungon possesses very varied and valuable re-
sources, and as inhabitants and capital flow into the
country, these will be developud with greater rapidity
1 than cuuid ever have been expertenced in our former
sulated position.  We havealready sumciﬂntl(-r.ritory
! to accummudato fifteen millivns of peoplo, and when
we add on the great North-west and the Facifio colo-
nis, cur country witl be large enough to satisfy the
wildist pational ambitiun. The important public
waorks wbich the geueral Government §s about to com-
I mence will g1ve our now Domnnon ao impetus in the
l path of progress, which must render Confederation &
| great success.  Tis thas our new ship of state sets vut
on its voyage'

But are there no breakers ahead? Many a no!l
craft has started from port with colours flying - every-
thing indicat. ng asuccessful voyage—only to bedashed
upon some breaker and hopelessty lost How stands
it with our new Dominton, from twhich 80 much is

| oxpected? With all its bright prospects, aro thore no
breakors in its pathway? Weo answer, ycs; but there
is only one which has really to be dreaded, and that
one we propose to point out It {8 nof tho difficuity
i which exists with Nova Scotia, or which is supposed
to exist Wo havo sufficient faith to belicvo that the
, statesmen of that noble Province, now that the excite-
| ment ol a feree party contest 18 dying oat, will not be
| 80 eXtromo as to advocato the disruption of the Union
{ 0 +w 0 favourably begun. It wo aro disappointed in
t L iv expectation, wo have contlucnco that the poople
of Nova 8Stotis, whon tho great issue of Union and
strengtl, or separation aud woakness, is equarcly
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praced bel.re thom, will nut conseut to gu back to
their furmer lsviated sud lnsiguilcant pusitiun  No,
it ts nat Seceasinn pre clivitics on the part of Nova
Scotin that wo considir the greatest danger of our
new Dumiaiun, but rumetbing very different.

What fs this bre.her taen? It is simply tho daoger
that, ne tn the case uf the Great Fasiom, the expenss
of runuing uur rhip of stato may Lo made tuo great.
Choapuices in & ne.esrary element of good government,
aud no greater dauger 1o our opluion, lies In the way
of the Dumluiun ol Cauada, than that tho burdens of
the prople may be ton rapidly and heavily nugmented

Thero 18 reasun to apprehicnd that, unless cconomy
1s practised by vuer public men, tho oxpensa of Con-
fedoratton must prove constderablo  First of all, tho
machinery of our new € ierument is somewhat com
plicatod. requiiing a large numbar of officials to keop
it in motion The general Parliament is comprised of
181 members, and tho Local Legielatures of a still
larzer nun ber in the azgregate There aro thirteen
Cabinet Ministors at Ottawa and five in each of the
four loca! cabinets making a tutal of taenty, besides
afow without purtfoliva. Each of these Ministers Is
surrounded by the same number of deputy heads of
departmesis, and numerous uilier officials, nono o
whom are ablc tu live upou nvilang. There s no
denying that summing all these up together, they
makeo yuite & formidable establishiment, and that the
expense of keepleg them up will amount to a large
sum annually

But this s nct o'l Thore s certalnly Tooming up
befure the D -m nion a large fnercase of pub’lc fndebt
edness  The tutal am unt fur which the ceatral
Guvernmeat was respunsible on e Ist July last, ahen
it commet.ced bLurness, was abrut §76.000 00 Fhie
put on an annual charge for intcrest to the tuue of
abuut £4.25 5,000, but it cvuld not be cotisidered a very
great burtuen  Bofure ten years, however we should
nut be surprived if this debt and interest wen doubled.
There Is the cxpense of the Iutercolomal Raitway, say
rut least: $3u.w0 it then there wifl probably be
<5000 000 ur 86,000 000 for the North-west territury
and openiag it up, it tho St. Lawrence and Weliand
canals are deepeucd, or the Bay of Verte canal made,
at least 310,000,000 mure may be sct asde, thon the
defence measures which sumo advucate, il absurd
soveral miltions more. These expenditures, with tho
increase of our means of communication with the
Eastern provinces, and several other contemplated
improvemonts, wounls make our public dobt & heavy
incumbrance,

This, thep, i3 the breaker alicad' The Dominion
must not be run too rapidly into debt Territorially,
the country is Jarge but it is yot only sparsels pup-
ulated Our resources are great, almost incahaustible,
tut these rezources are yot largely undeveloped The
different governments, theretore, should bo conducted
with the strictest economy.  Extravagant Ministers
should bo at once cashiered FPublic improvemoents,
howcver desirable in themselves, should not be wuder-
taken too rapidly. Thero is danger in moving too
fast. It should never be overlooked that we scarcely
number 4,000,000 eouls, and that tv increase our debt
and the cust of government, too much at first, may
seniously chieck the advancement, if not ruin the
bright prospects of our young country. The roch of
extravagance may endanger the elup. of »hilful pilots
do not gurde her off so dangerous 2 breaker.

Shall this breaker be guarded against® The peoplo
fvok to thewr rulers to dot It ean easily be dono if
truo patrivtism rues in the couunciis of the couutry
But if our politicians are careless and indifferent, if
they allow party necesuties to gauge our exponditures
sustead of the wants of the Dominion, then serions
consequerces may result.  \We expect better Jhiongs
from the geutlemen whom the peoplo have elected
to our vanous leg-latures. But it can do no harm to
point out their duty. 1f Confederation is to prove as
successful ag we eapect it to be, this rock of expense
must bo shuancd. Tho pcople must not be heasily
taxed. Lect our rulers then ** bowaro of the bresker' *

PrTRoLErY A8 FORL. — Tho Gnelph Adrerliser
states that two mechanics of that town, Messrs A
Smith and A Robertson, have perfected an invention

tor cmploving petroloum as fue} for the generativn of
steam, whica promuses to work most advantagcously
F it thus obpect numurous ex perinents have beon made,
and much inventive genius expended for thopast y. ar,
and wo hopo that the aunounceweut may not provo
premature, a8 manv similar oncs have. lhe Adrer-
tizer furtiicr romarks that Mr, swinyard is abous t0
givo it a pereonal examine. tion, to leam whether or 1.0-
1t would bo rdvisable to intreduce tho patent inlicuof
wood on the Great Western Rallway.



