§ The Preaching of John the Baptist

Lesson I1.

THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST January 10, 1804

Matt, 3: 1-12: . Commit to memory vs. 4-8. Cormapare Mark 1: 1-8; Luke 3: 1-18.
i GOLDEN TEXT-Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.~Matt, 3: 2.

1 1 In those days came John the Bap'tist, preaching
in the wilderness of Judm's,

2 2And. saying, Repent yo: for the kingdom of
heaven isat hand.

3 For tnis is he that was spoken of by 3the prorhet
Esa'iag, saying, The voice of onecryingin the wilder-
ness, +Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.

4 5And the same John had his raiment of camel's
hair, and a leathern girdle about his loins; and his
6 meat was locusts and wild honey.

5 Then wentout 7to him Jeru’salem, and all Jude's,
and all the region round about Jor daun,

8 8 And were baptized of him in9Jor'dan, confessing
their sins. -

7 But when he saw many of the Phar’isees and
Sadd'ucees 1ocome to his baptism, he said unto
them, 11 O generation of vipers, who 12hath warned

you to flee from the wra.h tocome?
8 Bring forth therefore 13irnits meect for repent-

ance:

9 And think not to say within yourselves, We have
A’breham to our fachicr ; fur 1say unto sou, that God
is able of these stoncs to raise up children unto
A'braham,

10 And ¥now also the ax is laid unto the rootof the
trees. 1stherefure every tree which bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire

11 1 indeed baptize you with water unto repent-
ane:: but he that cometh after me is mightier thun
1, whose shues I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Glost, and witk fire :

12 Whose fan isin his hand, and he will throughly
16 purge s floor, and Hgmher his wheat into the
garoer ; but he will bum up the chaff with un-
quenchable fire.

Revised Version—! And in those days cometh, 2 Omit And; 3lsainh the prophet; 4 Make yo ready;
8 Now John himself had ; 6{food; 7unto; 8 And they; 9 the river Jordan ; 10 coming ; 11 Ye offspring of vipers;
13 warned ; 18fruit worthy of ; 24even now is the axe; 15 every tree therefore that; lsgleanse his threshing-

floor ; 217he will gather.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

Time and Place—Summer, 26 A.D.; Seev. 1.

Connection—Malachi had foretold (ch. 3 : see also
Isa, 40: 8) the sending of & messenger to prepare the
way for the coming Saviour. The prophecy was ful-
filled in John the Baptist. The story of his birth is
told in Luke, ch. 1. He is now 30 ycars old—six
months older than Jesus,

1. TeE PREACHER.—1,2. In those days; at
the time when Jesus was still Gwelling in Nazareth,
ch.2:23, Luke (ch. 8:1,2) gives thedate of John's
ministry in relation to the general history of the
world. Came; Rev. Ver, ** cometh’~—as suddenly
88 Elijah of-0ld, 1 Xgs. 17:1. John the Baptist;
so-called because one of his chief offices was to bap-
tize. Preaching ; literally, *heralding,” a word

used to describe the proclamation of 8 king, Wilder- -

ness of Judsea; a wild,uncultivated and almost tree-
lessregion, thiuly settled, in the eastern part of Judza.
Repent ; not only be sorry for and confess sin,.-but
change the mind and reform the life; John's great
word. Jesus' also; but His special watchword was
“Believe.” The
kingdom of
heaven ; God's
reign in the
hearts of men.
Thistitleis found
in Matthewalone
of the four gos-
pels. The others,
and Matthew
clsewhere, havo
* the kingdom of
God.” Isathand. TheXing had come, and was
ready to receive men into the kingdom.

8,4. This is he ; Matthew's words. Esaias, Sce
Connection. The wvoice; that i, the message
uttered by the voice. The message 5 so important,
that tho messenger Is lost sight of, Prepare, *‘ As
royaliravellerssent messengerson belorehand toclear
the roads from obstruction, and even to make roads

Uslag tho **Faa " or Winnowing Suovel

where none existed .. John wasto open w. way for the
coming King.” (Century Bible.) Camel’s bair; a
coarse cloth made from the long, shaggy huir shed
by these animals, a common dress of the prophets, 2
Kgs. 1:8; Zech, 13:4. Locusts: winged insects re-
sembling grasshoppers. fuod used only by the poorest.
‘Wild honey; cither honey made by wild bees or
tree honey, a liguid oozing from palm and g trees.
II. ThRE HEARERS.—5-7. Went out; at
first in small numbvers, growing gradually into an
immense multitude. All; meaning that many peo-
ple came from the places named. Baptized; a
common religious practice among the Jews. For
example, Gentiles who joined the Jewish church
were baptized. John's baptism was a sign of cleans-
ing from sin. Phariszes ; a sect of the Jews noted
for their strict observance of all the.forms of the
ceremonial Jaw and of the traditiuns of their fathers,
Matt. 5:20; Luke 11: 85-14; 18: 12. Sadducees; a
scct opposed to the Pharisces, less strict in observing
ceremonies and did not believe in a resurrection
or {uture life,
Acts23:8. Gen-

Wy eration of vi-
>, A pers; viper-
@f"\{" brood, hurtful as
LAY poisonous vipers.
Who hath
warned youj
the cmphasis on
“vou.” Johnsus-
pected they had
come beeansethe
movement was popular, not because they felt
their sins. Flee; likeserpents hidden in the stubble,
when fired to prepare for the nexterop. The wrath
to come; God's hatred and punishment of sin,

III. TEeMESSAGE.—S8, 9. Fruits meot; ac-
tions showing they were in carncst about escaping.
Abraham. The Jewish rabbis taught that no de-
geendunt of Abraham could be lost. Of thoese
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