
The Proaching of John the Baptist

Ueeon Il. THE PREACHINlG 0F JOHN THE BAPTIST January 10, 1904
Matt, 3: 1-12:. Commit to incmory vs. 4-6. Compare Mark 1: 1-8; luke 3: 1-18.

GOLDEX TEXT-Itepent ye: for the kingdorn of hieaven la at hand.-Maitt. 3: 2.
1 1 In those days came John the BlYptist, preaching

iiu the wiiderness of J udo'a,
2 2 And. sayi,,g, Relient yo : for tic k-ingdorn of

heaveu ls at hand.
3 For this la he that ivras spoken of.by 3 thie prophet

Esa'iaa. saying, Thc voiceofe one crying ln te icvl der-
ness. tPrepare ye the wvay of the Lord, mnake bis

biAnd tesane John had bis rairnent of carnei's
hair, and a leathera girdie about bis loins; and his
ôrment was locuets and ivild honey.

5 Then wen tout 2 to him Jeru'salcm, and ail Judm'a,
and ail tic region round about Jor dii,

6 8 And were baptizedof hlm in DJor'dnn, confessing
thetr sins.

7 But when he saw many eithle ?har'lsees and
Sadd'ucees 10 corne to his baptism, hie said unto
them, il 0 generation of vipers, ivho 12 bathiwariied

you to fiee from the wrath to conie?
8 l3riîig forth therefore lxfrîîlts meet for repent,

ance:
9 And think flot to say ivithln yourseives, We have

A'brahiam tu our fa. lir. fur 1 sity untu vuou, that God
le able o! these stozn,'s to raise up chilîlren unto
A' hraham.

10 And 14 now also the ex is laid unto the rootof the
trucs. 16thurefure every true %%hich briîîgeth xîùt
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast mbt the lire

il I indeed haptize you ivith watcr unto repent.
anc -:but he tint comethi af ter me is inigliter than
1, uîliobe shues I amrn ot lvorthy to bear. lie shall
baptize you wich tie Holy Glioit, and u'it fire:

12 Wliose fan ia in bis iiand, and hie will throughiy
26 purge his floor, and i7gather his wvheat libt the
garnur; but hie will buriî up the chaif wvith un-
quenciable lire.

Reviued Version-, And in those days cometh. 2 Omit And; aIsaiah tic prophet; 4Mak-e ye ready.
a Nowv John hlmself had ; O food; 7 unto; O And they; 9 the river Jordan; 10ocoming ; 1111Ye ofispring o! vipers;
12 warned; lafruIt wortiy of; 24 even 12ow Is the axe; 15 every trce therefore that; 16 cleanse bis threshlng-
floor; 17 lie ivili gat.her.

THE LESSON EXPLAINE

Tlrne and Place--Summer, 26 A.D).; Sec v. 1.
Connectloii-Nialaci lied foretold (ch. 3 .sec aise

Ia. 40:3>) tie sending o! a messenger to prepare the
ivay forlie coming Saviour. The prophecy ivas fui.
fllIed la John the Baptist The atory of his birthi s
told ln Luke, ch. 1. He la now 30 ycars old-six,
montis older tien Jesus.

1. THE PREACII.R.-1,2. lI these days; nt
tie time when Jesus was stUli dweliing lu Nazareth.
ch. 2: 23. Luke (ehx. 8.:1,2) gives the date of John's
ministry in relation to the general bistory of the

'od.Carne; Rev. Ver., 1 «corneth"l-as suddenly
es Elijah of!-old, 1iRgs. 17: 1. John the Bo.ptist;
ao-called because one o! bis chief offices ives to bnp-
tize. Preaching ; literally, Ilherelding,"1 a wvord
used'to describe the prcanation of aking. Wilder- -
flCUs of JndoSa; e wiid,uncultivated and alrnost Irc-
less region,tiiuly settled, in Uic castez-n part of J udoee.
Repent; flot only be sorry for and confess sin,.but
change the mind and roform tie Ille; John's great
ivord. 'Jesus' also; but Bis special watchword wvas
tBelieve."1 The
kingrdor of
heaven ; God's
rolgti in the -

hearis o! men.
This title is found _11 _Ï
InM~atthcwalone
of thc four gos- ~
pels. The others,
and Ma.tthew
cisewherc, bave Vaiî.r tue "F~an" 0i
Ilthe kingdom, of
G;od." In at hand. Tic Ring had corne, andl vas
rcady to reccive men luto tie kingdom.

3,4. This ishe; M~atthew's words. :Esaias. Sec
Connection. TIhe voice; that i.- the message
uttcaed by tie volce. The message jý so Important,
tint tie messenger Is lost sight of. Prepare. 14'As
royal travellcrsçentmcsscngcrson beiureband te clcar
the roads £rom ob3truction, andl rveu to niake ronds

tvhorene existed.. John wes toopcn i.way for thc
corning King." (Century Bible.) Carnels bal ; a
coarse cloti made frorn thc long, siîeggy liair shed
by these animais, a conimon drcss of thc prophets, 2
Kgs. 1: S; Zech, 13:4. Locusts;» it-ingcd insects re-
sembliug grasshoppers. fucid used only iy the poorest.
WildL honey; chtier honey made by iild bees or
trce hioney, a liqula ooziug froma palm and fig trees.

II. TiE H.ARtERS.-5-7. Went ont; et
:first in smali nuinbcrs, growing graduelly ioto an
immense multitude. AU; meaning that-mauy peo-
pie carne from. thc places named. Baptizcd; a
common rcligious practice arng the Jews. For
exemple, Gentiles iwlio joined the Jewish church
wvere baptized. John's hiptism wasa algn of elvans-
iug frorn sin. Pharis-3es ; a sct o! tRie Jeivs xîoted
for thclr strict observance o! ail the.forrns of tic
cerernonia] ]ew and of the iraditioins o! their fathers,
iat. 5:20; Luke Il: 33414; 18: 12. Sadducees; a

scet opposed teý thc Piarisecs, lesm strict ini abserving
cerernonies and did flot believe in a re-surretion

or future life,
- ~ Acts 23: S. Geni-

eration of vi-
~-.... ~ pers; viper-

~ breod, hurttul as
% poîsonous vipers.

the emphasia oni

~înawaîî~ nauv~îpected they lied
comeber#tile the

mevernent, was popular, net because.- ticy fuit
their sins. Fiee; like soi-pontsiddcen la flic stubble,
,%vhon fired le propare for tlie next orop. The wrath,
te corne; God's hatrcd and pumisirnoint of sln.

III. THUEMMS.IG.-8, 9. Fýruits mneot; ac-
tions shewing tbey ivere iii carnest about ccaping.
Abrahamn. 'Plie Jewlish rabbis taugit thnt ne de-
mocnduiit o! Abraham couid be lost. Of these

r


