
128 7%~e Bealtundes Ari

1. The Orowded Oongregatlon, 25.

V. 25. There foltoued Htm great multitudes.
From Capcrnaum, the centre of His Galilean
work, Hie fame had epread throughiout the
whole country, and grea.t crowds came to
hear Him. (Matt. 3:- 7, 8; Luke 6: 17.)
nI. The Great Teanher, Ch. 5 : 1, 2.

Ch. 5 :1. le iucnt up ; f rom the level
plain on the aide of the inouintain. to whichi
Hie liad descendcd (Luke 6 :12, 17), to a
position higher up the hull, where Hie could
be seen and heard by the a:xxious crowds.
A mouintain; "The mountain," Rev. Ver.
(See Connecting links.) Wlicn He was se(;
the usual attitude of the Jewish teacher
(Luke 4: 20). Bis di8ciplcg; not only the
apostles, but ahl those of Luke 6: 13, who,
accepting Hum as Mcessiahi, wvere anxiozs for
instruction in the truths of the kingdoni.
The Twelve would be nearest; the other
disciples would gather around them, whilst
beyond were the crowds.

V. 2. He opened Hiâ mozdh; A Hebrew
expression prefacing a formai discourse."1
(Riddle; see Dan. 10: 16; Acts 8: 35.)
Taughit then; the disciples, as explained in.
v. 1; bu' the crowds also, hcard (7: 28).
Here follow the Beatitudes, so, called froin
the Latin beal u8, nieaning happy.

M. The Wonderful Sermon, 3-12.
V. 3. The poor in spirit; Net the poor-

spirited, but those who, are humble in heart,
conscieus of their spiritual need. ThIrs is
the lcingdom of heaven. The kingdomi is
where God rules. It is within (Luke 17:
21) ; and van only be where pride and self
have been thrust out. There is no roomn for
Cod otherwise. "Only the noble think
meanly of themselves."1

V. 4. Mourn. AIl grief does not lead to
blessedness, but only the grief that arises
from a sense of spiritual need (2 Cor. 7: 10).
It ie the "miotirniing" of the "poor in
ispirit. " C'omforied. The word suggests -not
only consolation but strengthi and encour-
agement.

V. 5. Meek. Meekness is that spirit that
cozîqucrs pride, subinits to CGod's. wiIl witlh-
eut a murniur, and patiently endures with-

out yielding to exasperation and revenge,
(Rom. 12: 19-21). Inheritthe earth; a quo-
tation from. Ps. 37: - I. Through the spir;,
of meekness, which, keeps its possessor caliii
aind trustful under all circumstances, liegainm
the trueet enjoyment of earthly good, and
that spirit shall yet supplant haughtineq,,ý
and pride in the governmont of the %vorld.
iV. 6. Hunger and thir6t; implying the

strongest longing. After righleou-sneq8; a»l
moral good-the soul's aspiration after holi-
ness. .Filled; satisfied. It ie a large pro-
mise; but Christ can do large things.
(John 6: 35; Ps. 17: 15.)

V. 7. The merciful; Who have compas-
sion for the suffering and the sinful and
especially love towards their eneinies. ,Slal
obtain mercy ; from God (6:12) ; but man'ls
inercy is flot excluded. (7: 2). The bard-
hearted cannot dlaim God's rnercy (18: 23-
35) ; and certainly will get none fromn men.

V. 8. Pure in heart; not only chaste in
feeling and in thought, but pure in motive.
Shcdl see God; in présent experience (Ps.
34 : 8) ; in future glory (1 John 3 : 2). To
"&se" ' in the sense here used is to know, to
understand. Crookedness and vileness of'
hieart distort the vision. Moral simplicity
clarifies it.

V. 9. Peaeemakers; promnoting peace be-
tween man and mnan, and showing tu others
the way of peace with God- Peacemak-iag
flows fromn the preceding virtues, and fromn
the peace of Rom. 5 :1. Sons of God (Rev.
Ver.) ; because they participate in His nature
and share in :-lis favor (Rom. 8:- 14, 17).

V. 10. )3lesscd are they that have been per-
seculed (Rev. Ver.); a glance at the past to
rernind His hearers that the blessinga of the
kingdoma have ever been as-so",ated withi
severest trials. (See Heb. 11.) o-~ righl-
eou.mess' 8ake ; the limitation of the bleseing.
Th-ire is no comnfort for wrong-doers here.
Tie Lingdorn. See on v. 3.

V. Il. Blessed are ye. A personal appli-
cation of the truth just spoken. Remle you;
persecution by the maliclous speech (Acts 2:
13). )'crsecute yjou; by act (Acte 4: 1-3).
Shahl say falselij; hiterally, lying accusations
muade to others (Acts 6: 13). If the accusa-
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