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Thie 'ors.t abuse o! the divine gift o!fpec
if; t> tufl it agaiuiet tlie (liver in words (of
rt'belion, urîbelief or blampherny. Sucli
wordîs rewealaru iînpiotis heart. Tliey detwrvi'
speciai contiennation wlîen thev coin" froua
thome wlio, like the people Mfalachi was ad-
dremKing, enjoy grea favor< and bleýSsing8
fron the hand of the Lord. Men mas' tluink

tiat their "' liîirgi i;peecles '' against (Gud
will pa.4 iniotieed by liiiii, but '' everv ile
word that mnan shll spe-ak, tiuey shll gi v
aceotunt thereo)f in the d&Y of jindgiie(nt.'
(Matt. 12: 36i).

i t vain Io "ere God, v. 14. They are un-expectedl1 co,îfr<>ntd with tlîeir owîîwrdn
Tliey mert* diligent"trperair.
Tiîev liad îîrawîiced the art of sa.Jctiiînoni-
ounm witl'i greut pains. But " ail ini
vaini," my t1iey. They Qptke and acted asi
il religion m ire of the nature of a tratlickingt
mwith (God. If tliey of(ured sacrifices orekott
fua or attended services, thvy expeci-ed to
be m-ell paid for thvir trouble in U-inîporai
proesperity and woridlv lonwr. Such ru) ig-
imn, whethi'r in anient or niitkl($f tiies. is
sirious and aboîîîtiinabile in the sight. of G(A
WVe intust love anid oIx'v (<d fur Ilis omvi
sake, not for w-liat we expeet to gain of
worldly good by doing t'o.

We <"ai the pi".id happy, -,. 15. Il man'R
clîief good im the attainnient of worldly ez-'e,
mirct", or ph f.rtlien the proud, the

w~orkers of iniquit y" thei ternpters of
Gd"are soinet inies to be envied and their

tacties8 ft'ilowed. But is the view-point the
Imiper one'? Take a ls<nfr<ru one' mlîo
iîad had all of good thiat tite'world eould give
and etamped it " %anitiv." " Fer CGod," lie
cries, "and -kee*p Ilis conirnandînuents; for
thiis th Le whioie dutv of inan" ç EccI. 12:14.)

7im ey thal.frwed the Dyrr, v. 16. There
M'an a "remuiant according to the elect.ion of
grace" (Romi. 11: b5) even in t.hoee dc'gen-
erat4' timem. <4Tlîey spoke Qflew one ifanal h<-r,
holding swt-et eo)iinanion evve n luýe chil-
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ling atmophere of forînalisn aitîd iiquuit%
bv' whîivh thev m-vre surrouinth'd1. Aud ( oti,
wiionever iisu'es anything tlîutt 1Iimlpeple
do> wrote their names and tlivir sayings iii
Ilis boo4 of reeubaur. lint Itiglior lî<'n<r
couid anvone have reacht'd or what stotmigt-r
assurance o! reward?

l77im shah be mine, v. 17. Cod is the tren-
sure o! Ilig saits anidst the mnany teniipta%-
tions to s-t tlivir afiecti uns on eartiîiv t.hings.
Thiey wiii be Hlie treastre in thè great da%.
le is puv-paring tiieui now for that hour,

purging tltîcuut fromn drOxss, cutting and poish-
ing tlieus w) that ''Tiev shall alune in their

beaUtUbrigit genue for 1Bis crown. 'Sived
ils aethe crown-jewule of the King o!

kinge.

Ch. 4 :1-3. The theme of these eesm
"lb' duy" or 'tlie d-aytiiatlIdo miaký" ('<.

3, B.v. Ver.) That day wiil be the ''day of
the revelation of the righuteouý judguîent of

o." (R>om. 2 : 5.) A cloué! now covvr-
the face of ('lod's throne. At that day tlie
Stiun of righitteoueneýss shall risc in al Ilis
alendor, wcattering the miistq and darkuîess.
To the wicked 111e rising wili iean, destruc-
timn. Thue tire of Hie psmt wrath wiil con-
suuue theîîî like stubbie. Neitiier roo)t for
branuch shah) be heft. To ths 4 htfeaýr
lod's nmine, Iles rising w111 nean h-aliiîg

for ail tht'>r wounds and %',emnan cil-tion
froîn all olpression anti injustice, the- 6lling
of their hearts and lives with a no-w and
enduring joy, victory over ail their enemie-s.

Renu'mber the liaw of ms »y~ ert'ani, v. 4.
Forgtfuilume,.s, o! this iaw was the source of
ail the depaxrt tlres of the JewiA-sh people froin
the iiiig (God. God had given theun a
guide for fait h and conduct. If they had fol-
lowed it (ait lifuillv, it woid have hed thueun iu-
t4)tuller iiglit. We of to-day have not ônly the

~law o!f oss but the' words of grace and
truth that cauuue bV Jesu9'Chriet. tL us re-
inemuber the wod4 of the Lord Jestns, and
*alk by thern "unit il- the day dawn and the
elido WB fiee away."'


