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Your words have been stout against m(, v. 13.
The worst abuse of the divine gift of speech
is to turn it against the Giver in words of
rebellion, unbelief or blasphemy.  Such
words reveal an impious heart. They deserve
special condemmnation when they come from
those who, like the people Malachi was ad-
dressing, enjoy great favors and blessings
from the hand of the Lord. Men may think
that their ““ hard gpeeches” against God
will pass unnoticed by Him, but “ every idle
word that man shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judgment”
(Matt. 12: &h)

I 18 vain to serre God, v. 14. They are un-
expectedly confronted with their own words,
They were  diligent  * tewple-treaders. ™
They had practiced the art of sanctinion-
ousness with great pains.  But “all in
vain,” gay thev. They spoke and acted as
il religion were of the nature of & tmﬂ‘:cl\inw
with God. If they offered sacrifices or’kept
fasts or attended services, they expected 1o
be well paid for their trouble in temporal
prosperity and worldly honor.  Such relig-
ion, whether in ancient or modegn times, is
spurious and abominable in the sight of God.
We mugt love and obey God for His own

" sake, not for what we expect to gain of
worldly good by doing eo.

We call the proud happy, ~. 15.  1f man's
cliief good is the attainment of worldly ease,
success, or pleasure, then the proud, the
“workers of iniquity,” ‘the tempters of
God,” are rometimes to be envied and their
tactios fullowed. Butis the \‘i(‘w-p(‘)int the
proper one ?  Take & lerson from one who
had had all of good that the world could give
and stamped it * vanity.” ¢ Fear God,” he
cries, ‘‘ and -keep His commandments ; for
this is the whole duty of man’* { Ecel. 12: 14.)

Then they that feared the Lord, v. 16. There
was 8 ‘““remnant according to the eléction of
grace” (Rom. 11:5) even in those degen-
erate times.  “They spake Qfien one tp another,
holding sweet communion even in?{ne chul-
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ling atiorphere of formalism and iniguity .

5

by which they were surrounded. And God,
who never misses anything that His people
do, wrote their names and their savings in
His bouk of remembrance, What higher honor
could anyone have reached or what steonger
assurance of reward?

They shall be mine, v. 17. God is the trea-
sure of His saints amidst the many tempta-
tions to set thedr affections on earthly things.
They will be Hia treasure in the great day.
He is preparing them now for that hour,
purging them from dross, cutting and polish-
ing them ro that ‘‘ They shall shine in their
beauty, bright gems for His crown.””  Saved
sonls are the crown-jewels of the King of
kings. ’

Ch. 4:1-3. The theme of these verses is
“the day”’ or ‘‘the day that I do make" (v.
3, Rev. Ver.) That day will be the ¢ day of
the revelation of the rightcous judgment of
God.” (Rom. 2:5.) A cloud now covers
the face of Sod’s throne. At that day the
Sun of righteonsness shall rise in all His
splendor, seattering the mists and darkness.
To the wicked His rising will mean destruc-
tion. The fire of His just wrath will con-
sume them like stubble. Néither root nor
branch shall be left. To those$that fear
God's name, His rising will mean healing
for all thér wounds and wees, emancipation
from all oppression and injustice, the filling
of their hearts and lives with a new and
enduring joy, victory over all their enemies.

Remember the law of Moser My aervant, v. 4.
Forgetfulness of this Jaw was the source of
all the departures of the Jewish people from
the living God. God had given them a
guide for faith and conduct. If they had fol-
lowed it faithfully, it would have led them in-
toTuller light. Weof to-day have not only the
law of Mosecs, but the words of grace and
tryth that came by Jesus Christ.  Let us re-
member the words of the Lord Jesus, and
walk by them  untitthe day dawn and the
alidows flee away.”
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