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THE TRADER.

on the sholl in suoh & mannor that tho! 1n Romoe tlloro;; about 80 shicll cameo

direotion of tho lominm of tho contral
coat is longitudinsl. In camons 'tho
contral layor forms tho body of tho relief,
tho innor layor boing the ground, and
tho outor tho third or superficial color,
which {s somelimes used to givo a varied
appoarance to tho surface of tho figure.
Tho cameo cuttor soleots from tho shells
which pessoss the throe-layoers : (1) thoso
which havo tho layers etrongly adhorent
to each other; (2) thoso in which the
middle layer is thiok , {8)-those in whick
thero is & good distinction of oolor be-
twoon tho layors; and (4) those in which
tho inner Inyor is of tho color suited for
his purpose.

The kinds of shelle now omployed, and
which experionce has shown to bo the
best for the purpose, are: The “ Bull's
Mouth ' (Cassis rufa), which has n red
inner eont, or what ig known as a sardonyx
ground ; the * Black Helmot " (Cassis
madagascariensis), which Las a blackish
innor coat, forming what is called an
onyx ground, and which shows up whito
on a dark olaret color ; the * Hornod
Helmot ¥ (Cassis cornuta), whioh bhas an
orange yellow ground; and the * Queen
Conch ** (Stombus gigas), with o pink
ground. Tho latter shell is sbout ten

inchos long, with a rose-colored aperturo,

and an oxtromely broad lip rounded
above. The bull's mouth and the black
helmot are the best shells, for the horned
helmet is apt to separate from the gronnd
or to *“double,” as the French workmen
express it. Tho queon conch seldom has
tho two colors distinetly marked from
each other, and the pink of the ground
fades on oxposuro to light. The xed
color of the bull's mouth oxtends but a
short distance within tho mouth of the
shell, aud becomos paler as it proceeds
inwards. Houoce this chell affords only
& single cameo large enough for a brooch
and soveral swmall pieces for shitt studs,
cte., whilo the black helmot furnishes on
an avorsge about five brooches and

sovoral stud pieces. The queen .conch.

yiolds only a single good piece. Cassia
flammea, whioh is about six inches long,
and C. decussata and C. tuberosa, which
aro white upon a dark claret color, are
algo occasionally used. The bull's moath
sholls aro dorived from India and Ceylon,
and tho black helmets and queen conchs
from tho Wost Iudics.

Genoa and Romb are the seats of the
best work in cameo ouiting, although
wmany common ones sre cut in France,

cutters, and in Genon 80. Tho art of
eameo outting was confined to Romo for
upwards of 40 yonrs, and to Italy until
tho Inst 20 years, when an Halinn bogan
tho practico of the art in Paris, and now
ovor 8,000 porsons aro employed in tho
industry in the Iatter city. In the practice
of catoo cutting tho sholl is first out in-
to picces tho sizo of tho required camoo
by moeans of dinmond dust and the slit
tivg mill, or by a blade of steel fod with
ocmory and wator. T§ is then shapad into
& squaro, oval, or other form on the
grindstono, and tho edgo finished with
oiletono, It is noxt vomonted to a block
of wood, which scrves as a handlo to bo
grasped by the artist while tracing out
with & penocil the figure to bo cut on the
sholl. The pencil mark is followed by a
sharp point, which seratchios the desired
outline, and, this again by dolicate tools
of steel wig, flattoned at tho ond and
bardened, and. by filea and gravers for
the removal of tho suporfluous portion of
the white enamel.

Tho careful manipulation accesssry-in
this work cau only be acquired by long
experience ; tho genoral shape must firs
bo wrought, care being taken to leave
overy projoction rather in- excess, 1o be
graduslly _rednced yaswthe~detailateand,
finish of the wotk are approached.
Throughout the cutting great caution
must bo observed that in.removing the
whito thickness the ocolored ground
in not damaged, for the natural surface
of tho dark layer is far superior to any
thst can bo given artiffcially,

In order that the finished cameo may
posess n distinet outlino at alt points
of view, it is desirable. to adopt the
system followed in antique cameos, viz.,
to leave all the edgos of the figure quite
square from ihe ground, and not gradn.
ally rounded down to tho dark snrface;
for should thoe latter practice be followed
the ontline would bo found to be undefin.
ed in many places, owing to the color of
the.white figaroin refief geadually werg-
ing into that of the dark ground. The
surfaos of the cameo i8 finished as nearly
as possible with the eutting tools, as sll
polishing with abrasive powders is liable
to romove the sharp edges of the figures
and doteriorate the cameo by leaving the
form undefived. When, howaver, the
work has beon finished as smoothly
s possible ‘with cutting tools, the final
polish may be given by a little putty

powder ussd dry, upon a moderately stiff

A\l

brush, and applied with great care, and
rathor to tho dark ground than to the
oarved surfaco. ‘This is tho concluding
procoss, ufter which tho cameo is ready
for romoving from tho block priur 1o
mounting.

“Tho various styles in whick these works
of axt aro mounted dopends a great dent
npon tho country whore thoy aro to be
worn, ‘Thore aro trioks in this business
a8 woll as in most others ; a fraud is fre.
quantly practiced by outting away the
ongraved part of old shell vaxecos, and
attaching this to o Daso of agate, by
menns of which au appearance of onyx is
obtained.~—Read at the Saratuga meeting
of the American Association for the Advance.
ment of Science,

I8 STOREKEEPING EASY?

Many n man is carried away by the
apparent case of a shopkeoper's hife, and
by what ho hears of tho profits obtamn.
ablo in a country store, It is plam
sailing, ho thinks, for, “ all I have tc do
is to make from ten fo fifty por cent.
upon everything I eoll, and that 1 can
surely do.” Lot us see whother tlus 1s
80 :—

A storokeaper buys a book for 76 cents
whd-wells it fob~$1'; "u6"ades 25 cents
profit. But ho cannot put that 25 cents
in his pocket ; he has to pay reut, taxes,
clerk-hire, frol, &o. out of his profit.

If he could scll 50 such books n day,
ropresenting a profit of $12.50, he would
make money ovar and nbove expenses,
but hie ean sch only two, which means
fifty cents profit, Tako an article yreld-
ing & smallor por centage ; say tobaceo,
at a .profit of two cents a plug; how
many plugs wust he ssll to pay for the
firo which warma the feot of the loafers
who surround his stove? But there is
tea, says p sauguine critic ; he can mako
15 to 80 cents per pound on that. Ab,
yes; ho will have to eell a chest of it
every week, to pay his rent, and it takes
o great many two ounco packages and
quarter ponnds, and half pounds to make
up & ohest. Dry goods, wo aro reminded
by another, pay good profits, and are
universally sold, True, somo dry goods
do pay s docent profit, cven now-a-lags,
but grey and bleached cottons are Lardiy
among them ; all a country rotailer wounid
make in 8 year off these wonld not pay

‘his taxes.

And s0 we might go on. Profits of 0
per cent, are rare; ten per cent. ones aro




