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The fin-de-siecle girl has relegated the tra-
ditionai " trunk in the garret " ta the past, she
finds Dame Fashion s0 very fickie and unreii-
able a persanage. At one time it was thought
there could net be toc many sets cf undercioth-
ing, iior toc much cf the housewife's pride,
househald linen laid by for future use ; but,
alas ! the style in underwear changes almast as
often and as rapidly as aur out-doer garments,
whiie the hausehold linen wiil vary with the
size cf the piliaws, the use or disuse cf the
time-honored boîster, and the grcwing fashion
for single beds.

And so it is with fancy work and art needie-
work-with but a few exceptions. It would
be utter foily to hoard up the dainty and pretty
trifles cf the heur with the idea cf having a
gocd start for the future new home.

A lovely littie carniage robe fer His Royal
Highness, King Baby, may be made cf two
thicknesses cf white linen, with an interlin-
ing cf white canton flannel, or a few layers
of sheet baing. The upper side should
have smail rases and rose buçis thîckly
scattered over its surface, embroidered in
their naturai shades with japan floss, and
Rose sachet powder pientifully sprinkied
through the interlining. This cover may
be finished about the edge with a double
frili cf pink silk, and the upper side fast-
ened ta the lower by littie 'bows cf pÎnk
baby ribbon, tacked aver the surface here J
and there, and full bows or rosettes cf the
same ribbon fastenied at the four corners.

This samne idea might be carried eut in,
making a cover for the littie one's piilow.

Perhaps the mcst popular lace work
cf to-day is the Battenburg. It is em-
pioyed not only for ail sorts cf fancy work,
such as tea cioths, doyieys, centre-pieces,
tea cosies, etc., but for decorating fancy
bodices, blouses and summer gowns. It
makes a most effective trimming when
used for collars, cuifs, revers and the
fashionable Bolero jackets. It is bath
durable and serviceable, and possesses the
additional charm cf net being at ail diffi-
cuit te make. Braid is so much heavier than
that which is used for the Honiton lace work,
that the stitches do net require to be s0 fine,
se that the design, is filied in quite rapidiy.
The rings, which play sô important a part,
may be purchased ready made, at any fancy
gocds shop, but it would be a very easy matter
to make them by winding the same sort of
thread that is used for the lace stitches, inta
rings cf the proper size and thickness, and
afterwards working them round in buttenhole
stitch.

The twisted bars that are used so much in
this work, are made by a threadl con-
necting two points cf the braid, the needie
being twisted several times around this single
thread which is fastened secureiy at both
ends.

A mcst effective filîng for the petals cf
flowers and leaves is produced by cat-stitching.
Very elaborate lace may be made cf this work
by using many cf the fancy lace stitches, whîch
will, cf course, require much mare time and
patience.

Black silk Battenburg lace makes a very
handsome trimming for black silk and black
velvet gewns, as« weli as for the richly

trimmed short shouider cape. It is made in
the same way as the ordinary white Battenburg
lace designs, the color and quaiity of the braid
and thread being the oniy items of difference.

Centrepieces do flot seemi ta diminish in pop-
ularity as~ the seasons rall by. Indeed, they
seem ta have corne ta stay, if one might judge
by the number and variety that appear at
Christmastide, Easter, or among every brîde's
wedding presents. They too well fill a long
feit want ta be quickiy abandoned for newer
fashians. They may be made any size or shape
sa that they may neyer be out of harmony with
the arrangements of the other table decorations.
The Persian embraideries seem ta vie with the
jewelled in their richness af calor, but the gay
littie Dresden flowers are always pretty, even
if they are a bit ald-fashioned. A very beauti-
fui centrepiece could be made of fine white
linen, having the Dresden flaral design scat-
tered over the surface with careless grace, and
these wee flawers embroidered in their natural
colars with japan floss. Insteadcf working the
buttan hole edge with white silk, as is usually
done, aiternate colors couid be used in the
scollops, oid blue, aid red, yellow, pink and
green carrying out the Dresden effect. This
idea could be carried out very effectively with

several shades of violet silk, the Dresden
flowers being repiaced by the meodest violets.

Round centrepieces are perhaps more effec-
tive than square cnes, and they should vary
fromn twelve te sixteen inches in diameter.

The opalescent effects are very lovely and
suggestive. They may be produced by means
cf smali flowers or with smali conventional
designs.

The jewel work is much more decided and
striking in character than the opalescent, but
one must be careful to observe harmony cf
calor as well as richness; and variety. Sweet
peas make a very charming variety cf coloring
and if one has regard for the Scotch craze
which seems te exist in aimcst everything at
the present day, a thistie centrepiece could be
made with very excellent resuits.

A rather novel one recently seen had a
border of butterfiies, wing touching wing. The
feur wings were made by means cf medallion
braid, appliqued with button hole stitch, the
linen being dut away beneath. The bodies and
heads were worked solidly with Turkish floss.
this idea cculd be carried eut in the brilliant
hues of the butterflies, or be entirely white,
which would be exceedingly da7mnty.

Another very beautiful centrepiece consisted
of a large round piece af fine white linen, but-
ton holed ail araund the edge with white silk
Spanish flass. Four large fleur-de-lis were
placed equi-distant from one another, close ta
the border, at the same timne extending
well towards the centre. The edges cf these
French floral emblems were button heled, with
white silk spanish floss, while the rest cf the
flewers consisted cf an 1'airy nothingness,"
which pleasing effect was produced by that
dainty net which is used se much for some
kinds cf fancy work, the linen beneath being
cut away. These four large fleur-de-lis were
cannected by four cf the mast enticing 'littie
chains of wild rases. Pink silk was placed
benieath this te accentuate the design, as weil
as ta add a littie more caler.

The Battenburg lace makes a mest effective
border for a fine white linen centrepiece, and
this couid be further beautified and brightened
by embreidering a few carnations partly upan
the lace and partiy upon the linen. In arder
ta get this effect the carnation is first made on
a bit cf linen, or some finer material, ànd then
placed upen the lace, the stems being embroid-
ered in green sîik upon the linen foundation.

We illustrate this menth a very graceful
ciover design, which is flot at ail difficult
te work. The barder should be buttan
holed with white Spanish floss, whiie the
leaves and stems shouid be done in sev-
eral shades cf green, the deovers being
embroidered in their natural bright hues
also wîth japan floss. Care must be
taken in embroidering the deovers, or
they may be mistaken for strawberries.

We also illustrate twb pretty deyley
designs cf a conventional order. These
would be found ta be very quickiy and
easiiy embraidered, the only soiid work
being the button hoied borders, the rest
cf the patterni being done in outline
stitch. These patterns might be enlarged
and used for centrepieces.

A very appropriate centrepiece te be
used with white and goid china would be
the narcÎssus patterni. These fiowers
shouid be embroidered with white floss,
shaded with paie yeilow and greenish
gray, the centres being fiiled in with yei-
iow. The leaves shouid be worked with
three shades cf silvery green floss.

The old French designs are much in
vogue at the present day for artistic
neediework, and one finds them quite a

relief from the toc, frequent floral designs. A
very beautiful design that takes its name from
Louis XV. cf France is admirably adapted ta
ail kinds cf fine embroidery work, many beauti-
fui arrangements being made cf the lattice
work and the irregular scrolls.


