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and having very few articles of fur-
niture.

We cannot suppose that the family
concerns of the Indians could be
well regulated, when we consider
that poly gamy was prevalent among
them j but there were other circum-
stances connected with them which
increased the bad effets of this un-
natural arrangement. The husband,
instend of extending protection to
his wives uniformly made them the
slavesof his slothfulnessand caprice;
and instead of employing his su-
perior strength for the support of
his family, prostituted it 1o the vile
purpose of mmaintalning a cruel do-
minion over those wiaom he ought
to have viewed with sentiments of
kindness and endearment. In this
state of things, the education of the
young was an object which was al-
most entirely neglected.

All the Indian tribes acknowledged
the authority of a chief, whom they,
called Sachem, or Sagamore, and to
whom they were accustumed to ren-
der blinc obedience. They viewed
him as the legal proprietor of the
whole territory, over which his au-
thority eatended; and, when in-
clined to raise crops, they solicited
his permission to cultivate the lands.

The government of the Sachems
was cruel in the extreme, They or-
dered their Paniese, or counsellors,
who were generally the wisest,
strongest, and most courageous men
who could be found in their domin-
jons. to be earley subjected to a
severe discipline, and to perform
many cruel exercises, with the
view of being qualified for their
office, ana rendered capable of er-
during the greatest hardships,
‘Though they pretended to be guided
by the principles of justce, in the
distribution of punishment, they
made no proper distinction between
the degrees of guilt,  From the cus-
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tom which prevailed, of executing
their own sentences, they not unfre-
quently took delight in the agonies
of those shose lives & fortunes they
conceived to be entirely at their dis-
posal 3 and, from the humble submis-
dion which was generally rendered
to them by the offenders, they found
little difficulty in gratifying their
evil inclinations, to anv extent
which they might desire. The only
restraint, indeed, which they expe-
rienced, arose from the apprehen-
sion whica thoy mignt entertain,
lest their people should forsake
them, and place themselves under
the protection and government of
other Sachems. While, however,
they entertained all this disregard
to human fecling, they practised

the rights of hospitality, and took

particular care of the widow, the
fatherless, the aged, and those who
had no friends who were able to
provide for them.

The language of the North Amer-
ican Indians was exceedingly bar-
barous. Dr, Cotton Mather re-
marks, that ¢ one would think that
its words had been growing ever
since Babel,” and gives the follow-
lowing examples of the length of
some of them: * Nummaichekod-
tantamconganuunnonash, our lusis;
~Noowomantammoonkanunonnash,
our loves; Kummogokdonattoottam-
mooctiteaongannunnonash,our ques-
tions.”

'The religion of these tribes, like
that of all others who are sunk in
heathenism, formed a dreadful ex-
ample of the menta} degradation
and debasement of those who have
not retainud the knowledge of the
true God in their minds; and its
principles afford a striking iliustra-
tion of the perversity of the human
heart. While they believed in a
plurality of gods, who had made the
different mtions of the world ; and



