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zind having very feiv articles offur-
iiitu re.

WVe cannot suppose that the family
concerris or the Indians coulti bo
well regulatcd, when we consider
that polyganly wvas prevalentamnng
them, ; but there, were other circuin-
stances conniecteti wilh them which
inecaseti the bad effets of this un-
natural arrangement. The husband,
insteati of extending protection te
bis wives unit'orrnly madie themi the
slaves,)f bis slothfulness andi caprice;
andi instcad of employing his su-
perior strength for the support of
bis family, prostituteti it to te vile
purpose of maintalning a cruel do-
mnun over those whom ho ought
te have viewed with sentiments of
kindness and endearment. In this
state of things, the education of the
young was aun object %vhich Nvas ai-
inost entireiy neglecteti.

ll tihe Indian tribesacknowledged
the authioritv or a chief; ivhom they
calicti Sachuem, or Sagamore, and toý
wvhom they wvere accu--tumcd to ren-
der blinc. obedience. They viewe-d
him as 'ieo legai proprietor of the
wvliole îerritory, over whichbhis au-
thority e.«ctnded; andi, when in-
clintd to rasbe crups, they solicited
Iu;s pertujiýiun mo cutti'. ate t;e laî,ýds.

The goýerîaIuîenî of the Sachems
ti.ts cruel in the extreme. They or-
dered their Paniese, or counse1lors,
who were generally the wisest,
strengest, and most Courageous men
who, coulti be found in their domin-
ions. te be earley subjecteti te a
severe discipline, and te perforni
xnany cruel execcis:es, iir the
view of beiiig qualifieti fur their
ofioe, anti rurîdereti capable of er .
durirug the greatest hardships.
Thoughi they pretendeti to be guideti
by the principles of' jusice, in the
distribution or punishiment, they
madie no [irojer distinction betwven
the degrets uf guilt. Fromn the eus-

lomn which prevaileti, of executing
their own sentences, they flot unfre-
quently took deliit in the agonies
of those whose lives & fortunes they
conceiveti to be entirely at their dis-
posai ; and, fromn the humble submis-
bion which ivas genemally rendered
to them by the olfenders, tbey founti
littie difflcuity in gmatifying tieir
cvii inclinations, te anv extent
ivhich they miglîr desire. 'The only
re!ztraint, indeeti, whichi tiey expe-
rienceti, arose frumr the apprehen-
sion wivhch thoy miglit entertain,
lest their people shoulti forsake
them, and place ihemsel'-es under
the protection andi governueÂut of
other Sachenms. WVhiIe, boiwever,
they eniterlaineti ail titis disregard
to human feeling, they pracîised
.the righis of hospitality, andi took
particular care of the widov, the
fathericas, the aged, anti those ivho
hati ne frientis who, wcre able te,
provide for them.

The language of the North Amer-
ican Ilidiatis ivas cxcecdingly bar-
barous. Dr. Cotton Mtatlier re-
marks, that "lone wvould tixink that
ils words hati, bee n growing ever
since I3bl"anti giveb the flollow-
lowiii- examtples i the lengrh of
saine of thern: "Noumaîchekot-
tantani,,anganimunnoniabl, Our lusis;
-Noowomantammoorxkanunonnash,
our loves; ICummogokzdonattoottamn-
mooctiteaongannunnonasb,our ques-

The religion or tiiese tribes, like
that eof all others wluo are sunk in
heathenism, formeti a dreatiful ex-
ample of the mentatl degt'adation
andi del.tsLmient of those wvho have
not retairit-d the knuwiedge of the
truc Goti in ilieir mintis ; anti ils
principles atl'ord a striking illustr-a-
tion of the perversity or the humaxi
heart. Whiie theY believeti in a
plitrality of gode, vIxe hati matie tho~
different mitions cf the wvorld ; andi


