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A GIOWL FROXK KONTBRAL

THe Montreal Herald is dissatisfied with the
action of the Dominion Par)iament in increas-
ing the log export duty. It claims—and quotes
from the Trade and Navigation returns to
sustain its claim—that there has been no reck-
lees export of timber in tho rough, and that,
therefore, the increaso was unnccessary, oc
“ gilly," as the Herald's choice phraso reads.
But the Heraldhas evidently ignored recent
evonta and must have shut its eyes to current
newa, United States lumbermen have pur-
chase largely of limits in Canada, but they have
made no preparations towards erecting inills,
Instead, we hear of barges and steamers being
built on an extcnsmve scalo, for the purpose of
carrying the logs from tho Canadian shores to
Michigan, to be thero sawn into lumber. These
purchases and preparations for cxporting the
logs.are smuch 1noro extensive than they have
been on any previous year and all indications
go to show that thoy would ha.c increased had
not the Parliament stepped in to protect the
Canadian forests apd the interests of the Cana-
dian lumbennon, If the United States lun-
bermen wish to work Cauvadiun limits let them
build milla on this side of the linc, or at any
rato lot tho Canadian manufacturers be placed
fn such a position that the foreigner, who docs
not givo us the benofit of the labor of manu.
facturing,shall not have an advantago over them
on account of the uperation of the tanffs, Tlus
18 what has beon done, and cffurts to unde
what bas besn accomplished will havo little
chanco of being successful.

GOING TO nx'rmmsa

wune appro\ ing of the action of tho Domin-
fon Parhament 1n incxeaming tho oxport duty
on logs, the Montreal Star wishes 1t to go
farther and imposo an oxport tax on sawn
lumber, It is not at all likely that the Stars
sdvicoon this point will bo accepted or acted
upon. One reason why the export duty on
logs was increased was because the Canadiau
mwufu,cnum were, under tho former tarifl,

placed at & disadvantago as compared with the
American exportor of logs, aud it was thought
desirablo to reliave the manufacturers from this
disadvaptage,

At preeent the Canadian lumbormen are
compolled to pay the duty imposed by tho
United Siatos custom laws and, weightod with
this burden, ce,upete with tho Jumber producers
of that oountey. If thoy were compelled to
pay the Canadian Governinent for the privilege
of taking the lumber out of this country, and
to pay tho United States for the privilego of
taking itinto that couuntry, thoy would bo un.
able to compete with the lumbermen who had
no custows duty to pay at all, The lumber
industry of Qanada is too valuablo to bo stamp-
ed out by ill-considered logislation,

An export duty would not only offect the
trade with the United States, but wath other
countries. The Canadian lumber or timber
dealors to push trade, have to compelo with
other exporters of lumber wherever thoy send
it, and to placo a duty on the export of the
material would result in handicapping thom,
and crippling the business and tho export trade
of the country,

Tho 1dea of the Staris to build up on this
side of tho line factories for making sash, doors,
etc., but it loavos out of account the trade done

500 with other countries besides tho United States,

and doos not stop to consider that, in giving
protectection to eash and door factories, it
would not oxclude foreign manufacturers from
our own country—the powerful argument of the
protectionist—but would cripple or extinguish
an extensivo industry already existing in tho
country with the hiope of creatiug ancther,

It isnot probable that the suggestion made
by the Star will bo further urged. It would
not be a wise po! ¢y, and that fact is 8o casily
seen that it will fall to the ground.

lrnms AND 'rm: LUMBER TRADE.
The present unsettled condition of affairs in
the building trades in Boston, says tho
Commercial Bullelin, has naturally powerlully
affected the lumber business, the prosperity of
which is dependen®, upon tho building business,
At the opening of the scason the prospects for
a large demand for lumber were vory bright, as
there promised to be a very active building
business. The improved outlook for genoral
trade appoared to have effccted real estate
owners aud operators very [avorably, and the
architects were kept busy with enquires and
orders, Tbe permits for building taken out for
the first fow months of this year were cunsider-
ably in oxcess of those for last year. * * *
Thers would have been a considerable amount
of tearing down and rebuilding in tho business
district also, The prospects for the erection of
small and medium class dwelling houses in the
suburbs aud suburban towns were good.

The lumber dealers, wholcsalo and retail,
thus looked for an excellent business in this
market and at profitable rates. This latter
expectation was based upon the fact that the
cut of pine and spruce in Now England, and of
pioe in the west, would only be of average
proportions at the most. The cut and supply
of hardwoods was placed at only an average
amount alsu, and as the prices of suuthern
pine were duwn to a very low level, mly
chaoge in the direction of higher figures was
expected. The prospects of a strike on May
1st by the builders’s workmen for eight hours
and an advance in wages put a much diiferent
face on the condition of afiairs,

The buildings which were under way were
burried to completion, and no now work of 1m-
portance was undertaken, TLe only oxception
was in the building of small and medium class
dwelling houses. The men employed un this
class of houscs have generally not struck, The
building of thess houses has therefore been
continued in the suburbs and suburban towns,
and indeod all over the state. Tholumberused
is coars, lumber, that is New England lumber,
principally spruce. For this there has Leen a
good demand, particularly for framing stock,
and the northern mills bave boen, and arv now,
well supplied with orders. The domand for
laths, clapboards and shingles has not beon as
largo a8 it genoral business was good, but it has
been of very fair proportions, and prices have
ruled high,

TIMBER OULTURE ADVOOATE.D

Tho March number of The Century contained
an articloon “Timber Famino and a Forest
School,” from 8. W, Pawell, who eaid:
““Savages hive lavishly as long as thelr stoek of
food lasts,although they know they will have to
starvo afterwards, Wo say they can never
chmb out of savagery until thay learn to save
and to provido for coming want, Yet with re-
spoct to tho forcsts—which are, no doubt, the
mnost indispensiblo product of the soil—we have
acted veay much as the Comanche docs with
reapect to Lis atoro of foud.

“The value of our forcst products is not less
than Q800 000,000 & year.  Our sto o of white
pino s rapidly approaching exhaustion, and
othor valuable #pecics will bo as ruthlesly
wasted when tho pine is gone.  When the re
sulting timber famine cuines, it will for several
veasons bo a moro serious calamity than would
bo the failure for 10 consccutive years of any
other of our crops,

“Failure, or oven great scarcity, of vorking
timber involves tho derangemont of total ruin
to n vast nutnber of important industries which
wholly or in part depend upon tho forest for
their raw material,  Sumo of these are miotal
lurgy, building, wood-turning, tanning and the
manufacture of articles made of leather, the
making of wagons. car.iages, furniture Musical
inst:uments, sewing-machines, ote. In short
almost everything one uses needs wood drrectly
our indirectly for its production.

“‘Destruction of the forest. especially upon
steop hillsides, causes irregularity in rain fall
and osher climatic changas vory harmful to agri
culture, commeorce, tnanufacturcs, and health
besides tho loss from floods, of which during the
last few years we had such sad oxpericnca,

“But we shall never keep the hillsides wood
ed mercly as proventivo mneasuro, We miat
learn to make timber culture in such localities
profitable ; and that can never be done without
skilled labor und such professional training as
tho forest schools of Europe offord. * * * ¢
We aro rapidly nearing a terrible reckoning for
the breach of natural law involved in our waste-
ful treatment of tho woods

“We have a great deal of second growth
woodland which although it may be of value as
a means of regulating climate and the ow of
waters in eprings and streams is producing very
littlo of the timber which we are beginning o
sorely to need. If we had a foiest school, with a
large tract of woodland under its case, it would
bo easy for farmers’ sons to learnin a few weeks
of observation, study. and practico how to do
tho pruning and thinning necessary to change
these unsightly aud nearly profitless wood lots
into rnich and permmancat sources of gain. If the
proposed Adironback reservation is made, as it
should be, to yielda large revenuo instead of
being a heavy and increasing burden and penl
to the public, a thoroughly equipred forest
schanl will be one of the first requisites,”

PROTECTING CANADIAN LUM-
BERMEN.

A Detroit despatch to the New York Times
says :— Lumbermon in the Saginaw valley rec-
tion of the State are much oxercised over tho
nows frum Qttawa, Ontaris, that the Canadian

a| Governnuent has advanced the export duty on

pine saw logs from S1 to §2 per 1,000 feet The
effect of this advance in the oxport duty will be
to materially injure the saw mill industry of
Eastern Micligan.  Parties in this State own
about 1,700,000,000 feet of pine timber in the
Georgian bay district, the great bulk of which
was purchased in tho expectatiun of cutting the
Jogsand shipping them to Alpena, Tawas, the
Saginaw river aud other ports for manufacture.
The Emery Lumber Cumspany alune vwas 100,
000,000 feet and cut last winter 55,000 picces,
scaling abou 15,000,000 fect,which it was expect-
ing to bring to cast Tawas and Saginaw this
scason, Ralph H. Loveland, of east Saginaw
a member of the Eme y Company, started for
Toronto unmediately upon the reveipt of a des-
patch anncuncing the decision of the Ministor
of Custuins, to look after his company’s inter-
osts, and others willfollow at once,Mayor Hill,
of Saginaw City, among the number. It is, of
courso, geaerally conceded and theobject of the
Canadians is to provent the oxportation of saw

compoel Awmericans who have purchased timber
limits in Canada to crect mills in Canada,

SPEED OF OIROULAR BAWS.

1t  highly entortaining to run accross the
cstimates mado years agoof the pino standingin
Michigan, In 1869 the Hon. John ¥, Drigg,in
‘‘an olaborate and carefully preparcd stato.
ment,"” put the figurcs at 15,000,000 000 fect less
than thoro are standing to-day on the upper
peninsula. Threo years Iater O, B, Headley,
considered to be well postod, went the honor
able gentlemnan 2,000,000,000 better. Mr Head.
loy thought that the maxiinum cut in the Sag.
inaw valley would boe reached in 1873, By 1873
the production was 610,000,000 feat in round
numbers, and in ncarly 10 years of the prophesy
tho figures run up to 1,000,000,000. In 1872
Colonel Een Wait 8aid thero were 43,000,000,
000 fout of pinuin the state.  Since Mr. Wait
et those figuros asnuch pine has boeen cut in
Michigan as he named, and doubtloss, if asked
he would veply that thero is now standing
nearly, if not quite, a8 much more. A dozen
years ago Mr \Wait was tho most liberal estim.
ator whoso figures got into cold typo, but as
acen, oven he was not liboral enough by 100 per
cent,.—North Western Lumberman,

CANADA ON STBIKE.

The Yankeo tisbermen ave highly indignant
beeauso the Canadians are determined to pro-
tect thoir fisheries, and the Michigan lumber-
men are highly indignaut because the Canadian
Government has placed an export duty on saw
logs, which will necessitate sho establishment
of saw mlla in Canada. Tho trouble with these
Amoricans is that they have alwaysbeen accus.
tomed to think of Canadians as slow-going in-
nocent country scople, casily imposed upon and
willing to always remain hewers of wood and
drawers of water forthe Americans. They will
soon understand that Canadians aro wide-awake
practical people, quite able to take caro of
themselvesand that it takes more than an act
of the United Statos Congress to decide any
matter in which Canada is concerned. The
right place forthe saw mills is in thedistrict
where the lumber is cut,  Northern Ontario is
especially we.l provided with water power and
there is no reason why mills should not bs
erected thero as well asin Michigan,—AMontreal
Star,

PHOSPHATE AND LUMBER.

Otrawa, June 4.—A  deputation consisting
of from fifteen to twenty phosphate and lum.
bey merchants, headed by Mr, Alonzo Wright,
M. P,, waited on the Minister of Publioc Works
this morning, in reference to the improvement
of the River Lievre, or which a vote of $10,000
had just been made by Parliament, They
showed to the Minister that the increase in the
phosphate trade alone was over 1,500,000, and
that the proposed lock and dam at Little
Rapids, backing the water and rendering the
river navigable up to tho high falls, would
be a great addition in the way of increasing the
trade,

The Mmister assured them that the inten-
tion of tho Government was to benfit that trade
as much as possible, and that a proof of that
intention was given by the Government asking
Parhament for the monoy voted. The plans
and specifications would be immediately pre-
pared and tenders mvited,

h

HANDIOAPPED.

Under existing regulations the lumber trade
of this part of the Dominion fsseriously bandi-
capped. Besides the heavy timber dues now
onforced, the export of drossed lumber to the
other side is virtually paralized by the heavy
du.y imposed by the United States customs,
According to the Cansdisn tariff, the duty on
all kinds of lumber imported, rough or dreased,
is $2 por thousan feet, whereas, if a Canadian
firm ship dressed lumber to the Stutee they have
to pay at the rate of 85 per thousand, all lom-
ber other than rough being tariffed as finished
material. This state of things naturally tends
to cripple the lumber industry and prevents
competition, besidcs cutting out all Iabor of
drossing lumber. Again, the high rate of rail

logs to American points for manufacture, and

way freight is ruinous to shippers,—Zhe Miner.



