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Sinday fo dislingaished from all other days.  We love the
courage with which thoy hold on by thewr cunvictions of dut
and of right, and feel reproached by tho contrast which thenr
system of family and houschold devotion presents to the
irregularand perfunctory engagemnents of many of our English
homes. Say what you will of a Scotchman, heis not ashamed
of his 1rcligion, nor is he morhidly shy of its obtrusion, lest
it should offend some squeamish visitor.  But surely there is
a medium,  Why may we not be ourselves on Sunday as well
as on oth r days?
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\ TARCIL 4. Morving, Cang Axp Trust.  (Matt, vi,
l\/ [ 19-38) Pec ie’s treasuves consist chietly of garments,
or precious robes, and these thoe moth destroys; yood and
corn, and these the worm consumes or corrupts; and gold
and silver and these arc oiten stolen.  Genuine treasures,
then, must be laid up in beaven, where all are safe,  We lay
up treasures in heaven by giving to the poor and by fellow.
ship with God (Luke xvi. 9).  Our treasure is that which we
love best ; hence, wherever it is, our heart ie, The light of
the body, that is, the organ through which we receive light,
i8 the eye ; if it is single, that is, in a healthy state, it will
see well; if it is double, that is, diseased, its sight will be
impaired, So, too, with the tye of the mind, Singleness of
eye means purity of motive. It knows only one object of
love—namely, God, A man may have so little light in him
that it may amount to nothing, and then how great is his
darkness !—for he deceives himself.  Mammon (verse 24)
means money, which is here viewed as a god in opposition to
tho true God, These two masters no man can serve, for
they are in dircet opposition one to another. But when we
give way to anxious care we do zerve Mammon, for we dis.
trust God, and place dependence on  worldly pessessions,
Against this Christ warns us here, We are to take no
anxious thought about anything whatever. 1. Not about our
Jood, for God provides for the fowls of heaven, and much
wmore for us, 2, Not about our stution, or the duration of our
life, as some understand it ; for it is determined by God’s
will, 3. Not about our raiment, for as God clothes the

rass of the field, or the stalks of the lily with its beautiful
ﬁowcr——-the splendid white or scarlet lily, whose stem is three
feet bigh—much more will he clothe us, The stalks of the
lily were used in Palestine for heating ovens, The Gentiles,
or the heathen, scek after these things ; but we are to seek
first, in point of time, in point of importance, and in peint
of carnestness, the kingdom of God and the righteousness
which prepares for it and forms part of it, trusting Him to
give us all things elee.  And ail needful things He will give.
"Che texture of the lily was far more beautiful than the robes
of Svlomon., Learn Phil. iv. 6. A precious text.

Afternoon.  Tue Srory or Nanors. (1 Kings xxi. 1-10.)
Abab wanted to obtain Naboth’s vineyard, but Naboth
refused, because the sale of his paternal inheritance was for-
bidden (Lev, xxv. 23-25; Nuwm. xxxvi. 7.) Ahab went home
in all sll-humour, and told his wife Jezebel. What said
she? Was he not king in Israel, and would Le not take the
vineyard by force? She would give ithim. And the wicked
woman charged Naboth with blasphemy, and, to give a legal
appearauce to her conduct, brought him befere a court of
justice, where two meu gave witness against him. e was
then stoned to death, amd she then $uld Ahab to go and take
possession of the vieeyard,  Naboth’s sons were also put to
death (2 Kings ix. 26). . She thought the property confiscated
to the crown (Deut. aiil 16),  Aliab went ; but there Elijah
wet him, and uttered the ternble words of verze 19. 'fhe
threat was nob fuitilled in him (verses 27-29), but in his son
Joram it was hterally fultilled (2 Kings ix. 25, 26). Leatn
verse 20, The wicked, when in trouble, are always afraid to
meet the righteous.

Mar. 11, Mormng. Tue Finst MIssIONARIES. (Matt.
x. 1—15). They wcre the twelve apustles—the word apostle
signifying one who is sent, These were sent forth, (1)
Whither 2 Not to the Gentiles ; not to the Samaritans ; but
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Christ’s im-
mediaté wission was to the latter only ; but the time would
come when the former also would hear the truth, (Matt.
vii, 11, 12; xxviii. 19, Jobn iv. 35, 36.) 20 Witk

what mission 7 A rission {o preach the Guspel and to Leal the
sick, ete.  The lirst instance of the dead beirg 1aiccd Ly an
apostlo is mentioned in Acts ix. 30, (3) Jn what spirigy
Frecly. They had received freely, and they weie to give
freely, Nor were they to provide fur their tanpuoral wants
for God would take care of them, The word “scrip mean;
a bag ; the word purses means girdles, in which pecple carrieg
their money; and tho word staves means travelling staffs,
Those who were prepared to reccive the Gospel wou' Upiovige
for them ; not o its onemiws (Lube xxii. 35). (1) How wyg
they to treat the families they met with? To salute tlg
house with a blessing (ver. 12); to inguire for ils Wotthy
members ; to abide in 1t if it was woirthy, sud to leave n if
otherwise. Iu the lattor case they ware to shake off the dug
of their feet against it, as an annvuncelnent of com’ng judg
ment, Mark vi. 12 informs us what they did,

Afternoon.  BLsam arazstaied, 2 Kingsid 1, 2, Liijh
was about to be takon up in 2 tempest, or whiilwingd, t
heaven. Llisha went with him frora Gilgal (Jilfill ), en th,
mountains (Joshua viii. 35) to Dethel (Bubir), 1 Kiug xj
29) which were seats of the schools of the prophets, Elijak
did not know that Elisha was aware of \v!)mt was to take
place, and frowm a feeling of humility wished him to go no
further; but Xlicha was resolved to proceed (ver, 3). Iy
Bethel the sons of the prophets asked him if he kuew that
Jehovah would take away his mastér that day. | 1le answered
“Yes, but Le silent,” as he knew what Elijah felt. Fron
Dethel they went to Jericho, which was not far fram the
Jordan, Here the request of Elijuh was repeated, bub with
the same result (ver. §).  'They reached the Jordan, and here
Elijah rolled up his prophev’s cloak, and smote the waters
with it so that they divided, and the two went over (Exodus
xiv. 16. Here Elijah allowed hiis servant to make one mors
request (ver. 9, 10), and he asked for ‘“a double portion of
his spirit,” a request based on Deud. xxi. 17, and meaving the
double portion which the firstbora received of his fathers
inberitance. 1t was a hard thing, for Clod enly wonld grant
it; but it would be given if he saw: him ascend (ver.d),
Suddenly a fiery chariot and horscs separatei the twe,
aud Elijah was carricd up in the tempest to heaven (comp,
Gen. v. 24, Deut xxxii. 49, 1 Cor xv. 51, 52.) Llijah was
“‘changed ? but did not die. ““As he was an unp.raileled
champion for the honour of the Lord, a fiery war-chariot
was the symbol of hig triumphel procession into heaven”
two heavenly visitantsof Christ on the Mount (Matt. xvii, 3, 4)

Mar. 18. Morning. Curisr's FoRERUNNER. Math, xi
1.35. Joln the Baptist had been cast into prisen, a dak
fortress called Machwrerus, on the ecast of the Dead Sea
(Matt. xiv. 3). Perhaps depressed in mind, he senb twooi
his disciples to Jesus with this question (verse 3), and Jusus
sent them back with this answer (verse 4-G). These were
evidences of His Messiahiship, and when Johu heard of then
his doubts and fears would be removed. Jesus then utiered
tlis testimony respecting John to the multitudes arcund Him
(verse 7, 9). In large numbers they had goneinto the wilder
ness to sce Johu (Matt, iji. 5). What did they sec? Nota fickle
man, or one who was like a reed shaken with the wiud, such
as grew on the banks of the Jordon, for John was no waverer
in his faith ; not a man clothed in soft raiment, eficminaie
and luxu:ious, for John was no coward, like his enciics in
the court of Herod, who did wear soft clothing, They wertout
to.sce a prophet, and Jokn was more than a prophet. What
was he? Tgxe precursor of the Messiah, the herald of the Sm
of man (compare John i. 6-S). Of him the prophet Malachi
had written (iti. 1) as the messenger who was to prepare
the way before the Lord (Isa. xl.3-5, Hence John was the
greatest ever boin of woman (Job xiv., 1)., No greater e phe
had hitherto arisen than he.  Yet he that is less (not feast 23
in our version) in the kingdum of heaven, or occupics inita
lower place, is greater than he, for ha has greater peses,
clearer light, and richer hepes (verse 11), The n.c.ning of
verse 12 is doubtful, but the best intcrpreters explam it
thus : The kingdom of heaven is like a closed fortress, and
{rom the days of John until now, violeut persons cagerto
enter it, press in, and take it, as by storm. It Jos and
suffers violence, buth in its twofold influence; it excrisa
mighty power itself, and a mighty power must be put forth
towards it, whether it be of faith or uubelief, for its testimony
produces an instant scparation between the two.” Thatis
some take it by violent prajer and faith, and thus enicr iuto
it and realire its blessings ; otheis try to take it by violent
opposition, and they are crushed in the attempt. On venes
13-15 see Matt iv. 5, abd Matt, xvii, 12, Jobi was I'ljah,



