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far ns refigion is coneerned, but a reproduction D neglecting (o sow where wo would  gather;

of the policy of Lord Ellenbore’.  Christinnity « and to cmploy the God-ordained means of
is to be suffered rather than encouraged—and | protecting ourselves ns well as blessing our

schemes of prosleytism or  conversion to be
eschewed, or at foust prosecuted with such
exteenie caution—that it might seem asif the re-
cent agitations had cetablished the dapger of
christiun mireions to public peace and order,
instead of bringing out, more clearly than
ever, their utility and nccessity, The mme
phuntoms rise up before the imagiuntion of
our new Indiun rulers, that disturbed the
vision of the Montgomerics, Suttons, and
Lushingtons, of fify ycurs ago, when Wilther-
force, and his agsocintes had enough to do, to se.
cure a hearing in support of the Chris:juniza-
tion of Indiu—and Ihad net only to combat
shd fedrs of offending untive prcjudices, but
even to encounter such eunlogies of Hindn
virtue, aud amenity, as went to represent
missions as uncalled for, 1t will hardly e
plended now, indeed, as it was boldly pleaded
then, that the religion of the Hindu \e only
second to christianity itself in forming men
to good order und morslity,  But it ap-
lwnu us if it were the greatest danger we
iave to gnard against, that Governmental in.
flucnee should iu any way he exerted to
wesu the natives from their superstitions, or
tho least intention to christiunize them should
be hinted ut or avowed. It isin refreshing
contrust to this, thut Major Edwards, a sol-
dier of the good centurion stamnp, hus been
raised up to assert u line of policy the reverse
of so Galliv-bke one—and who brings his ex.
perience, aud those of his noble condjutors the
1awrences, the Hlavelocks, nnd other successful
defenders of British iutercata, to justify his
avowal of the necessity of christian goveru.
miout, e shows that our country isindebted for
thetranquillityof the Punjaub and the re-capt’re
of Dellii, o the labors of missionaries, 1t :cems
thatin that part of ludia, missionary lalor
had bLeen ot encouraged, and *“the old
traditional policy” most departed from; and
it s remarkable that by the troops gathered
in thut quarter, the power of the rebiellion
wis crusited even before the arrival of te-
inforcements from England.

It has not failed to Le noticed, too, that while
Lord Stanley washaranguing the Fishmonger's
Compary of London, u native Braluig of
high caste, comes forth with his testimonythat
“religion hus had wothing to do with this
rebeliion  whatever,”  He, with Dbr. Daff,
iu u recent letter, traces it to a sense of certain
politien] gricvances in the munds, alike of
tie Mahometans and Hindus—but which
80 fur from being chargeable on missionaries,
hud rather been tempered and rendered more
tolerable Ly their presence.  Lhat  such
8 testimony from a high-bred Indian  should
be given through the Loundon Press on the
sawe week i which Lord Stavley was coun-
selling the old policy of governing withoutre-
ligion, bezpeaks a watchiul Providence, and is
sugeestive of our righteous and imperative ob-
Jigations, We do hope that as the ficld of chris
tian enterprize open- inthe Eust, not ouly the
churches will be awakened 1o the duty of fol-
lowing where Providence leads, but that our
country will arise to the convicticu that its
exteuding relations with distaut parte of the
globe impose upon it the obligation of em-
Ki?'ing its great influcuce to other cffects,

ddes thote of mere commercial advantuge.
Itie tite 10 see that so many millions of the .
man race have been subjugated to the British
rile to benediv by our civilazation and religion
aud not e, Ay to subsers ¢ one atabition and eo-
vetoustiess,  And guiliy asthe laders of those
recent aBitatiang may have Leea, it becunres
a geeat people to use 1ts hmnpls gencrously:
0 look ut the diccontents and possible wrongs
that liave sovght so rudcly ‘o redress them-
selves; and, above all, to conless the errorof

neighbours,  We are not of those who cxpeet
much from mere seculur cduention,  We trust
that echools wiil be established all Iudin over,
in which the Bible ehall bo rend—ut least
encournged to be rend; we depreeate the iden
that christianity should be put only on a com.
mon  footing with the superstitions of Brah-
ma;  Or thut some common principles, (us
hasbeen talked of)—as old, we suppose, as the
seven precepts of  Noab, should be rested
in, as un uccommodution between true reli-
gions and the false. We read in the recent
events the rebuke of the Almighty on the
time serving policy of Ly-gone days; and we
proguosticate from the employment of half
mensures a recurrence of the lamentable evils
by which a law of nature ue irrcversible as
that of doy and wight has vindieated itself,
that the pation and kingdom that will not
serve God shall perish,

We took up the pen to write these lines the
rather, as we bad juet been struck with scme
of the eloquent pleadings of Wilberforee
in the discussions forty-five years ago, on the
state of India, which we happeuned to light
upon, and iu which we see illustrated the su.
periority of gencrous to selfish principle, as
well iuthe truthfulness of its anticipations,
as in the wisdom of its counsels, s vindi-
cntions of the mission cuuse in the persons of
the Swurtzes uud Careys of an carlier time
might almost be trausferred into our pages as
a fitting refutation of charges which the will
is not wanting to moot still against the self-
deuying men wlo have gone fur hience 1o seek
the good of the heathen: and we only wish
that his expusure of the political folly as wels
as gruilt of pundering to idolatry werd read
by all our invdern stutesnen,

“ Mr. Wilherforce said he was far from be-
ing on of those who thought that our Iudian

empi.  ns not exposed to great dungers: he
thought  was, and that we ought to strength.

en ourselves in that quarter; but our real
danger lay in the moral degradation of the
untives, and the true cure of that dunger in
their moral improvement. 1f instruction can
be wiven to our native subjects without dan-
ger, us [ have proved it can, 1 need aot detuin
vou with showing that it ought to be given,
t is politically necessary to the sceurity of
India, which at present we do nothold by a very
secure tenure, Ly becoming christiung, the
natives will become attached in heart to the
liritiah to whom they will have been indebted
for the grestest of «ll ollizations ~-a know.
ledge of the gospel. This 1 regard asan in-
disputable consequence: and if s0, never was
a duty so clear, so strong, so imperious, 8o irre-
sistiblc, as thas which calls upon us toiustruct
the people of Indis. (Replying to some of his
opponerts, he goes on) I am not a httle struck
Sir, with the great rescmblance which the
oljactions to this measure benr to those for-
merly urged against the Abolition ef the
Slave Trade. lut, Sir, we have lived to see
the day whenall have ¢ ta sy rejuiced
inour success. We were then, as now, as
sanlted by the weight of local anthority. We
were tolil that the Abolition of the Slave Trade
would be productive of numcrous evils—that
insurrection must follow. 1low had these asser-
tions been belied? In every instanceit arppe:ar«
ed that those who had m:uie them had formed
erroneous ideas on the subject ; and it is some-
what remarkable that since thie passing of the
Abolition Aet, as if providentually to take
away even the colonr of a pretext for malign.
ing that measure, no insurrection of any kind
had ocourred, Bo Ptrastit willbe with theus.
scrtions and predictions which are cmployed
on the present occasion. 1 mourn that during
the last fifty ycars thia eountry should not

have done more to raise 20 many millions of
our fellow creature—our feilow subjects-—from
their  wrelchedness and depression,  The
truthis, we have been mieled on the subject.”—
We trust the day has parsed, when onr rulers
will extend their support to the desrading rites
of ldolatry ; but we see no pledge as yet of
such a decided avowal of chiristian principles
in the adwministration of Indian sffnirs ae is
evidently called for, Loth on grounds of hu-.
manity and sound policy. If reforms so
eweeping as those recommended by Colonel
Fdwards, src not to be adopted, it is to Le
hoped surely that nothing less than Sie John
Lawrence’s christian policy will be engrafled
on the new regime, It is indeed not so deci-
ded in the withdrawal of public endowments
from heathen institutions as it ought to bLe;
nor in the discouragement of caste, In the
opinion of the chief commissioner, however,
the Bible shoull not only be placed mnong
the college libraries, and the school Liouvks,
for the perusal of those who might choose to
coneult it, Lut should be taughtin class, where-
ever there are teachars fit to teach it, and pu.
pils willing to hear it. We have no doult of
the sincere design of Sir John Lawrence to
give such advantages for the diffusion of chris-
tian truth, as he imagines to be reconcil-
able with the spirit of the gospel itself, and
consistent with a regard to the feelings and
prejudices of the natives,  His proposals are a
great advance on the * traditional policy.”
While ke Lolds it impracticable to withiraw
at once or entirely from the native religions,
grants of property to which they have acquir-
ed a prescriptive right,—differing in this from
Colonel Edwards, who would confiscate such
roperty,—he agrees in the principle that no
urther nn\roprintionulmul( be made for the
support of heathen rites, or institutions. Of the
appropriations made by former governments,
he says, “They are old; they were never consid-
ered uny religious offering on our part, either
by ocurselves, or by the grautees, or by the
people.  On our accetsion, we regarded them
a3 the property of certuin religious institu-
tions, just as conventual lands in Rowan
Catholic countrics, are ecclesiasticenl J\ropeny.
To recul these grants on the ground that the
iustitutions arc heathen, would he nothing
short of the persccution of heathenism.,” Many
will deinur “to this; and Sir John is scarcely
sure of hi« ground, *In the Punjaub, he says,
many overgrown grants have lLieen reduced.”
It will ])rolml»ly be found in the issue, that
the bolder policy of Colouel Edwardes is the
wiser, Vet we confess we cannot altogether
blnne our statestmen for what scems an exag-
gerated ostimate of the rights of conscienee
and of the danger of governmental interfe-
rence, when so many veligious bodies are cver
protesting to our rulers that their business is
to preserve a neutrality {o religious creeds,
and to leave the religious education of the
masses under their sway entirely 1o private
miseionary zeal, or to the churches. We ob-
setve that the London Misionary Society,
almost in the same Lresth in which they con-
demn the President of the Board of Control in
avowing his determination still to adopt the
course of his predecessor, tell him thag, after
ail, a real neutrality isall they ask of him,
‘They of coursc hold that it could not be
called *“ neutrality” to banish the Rible from
schools, info whieli the Koran and the Shasters
werc admitted: 3Certainly not. But ouly, sy
they, admit them to equal favor: They ask no
more. The Evangelical Alliance, the other
day, expressed itself content with something of
the same kind,  Now, we sympathise with
their Iandation of such chiristian heraes as Loth
Edwardes aud SirJohn; and ave glad that
their unanimous conviction was cxpreseed,
that nothing short of the policy indicated b

the latter statesman will mtisfy the Rriti



