THE ECCL

It was so untiko any canhily fabne, that | cannot
desenbe at.  In front ol ttus house stood three
glorious beings. There was aleo a vast mubti-
tude, 20 greutin auinbers as to resemble a cloud;
yet, I obzerved that thero wita room enough, and
to spato, ‘T'he piace was enclosed by a strong
wall. 1also behield, i frout of the house, a
small gate, besudo which Satan was standing,
endeavounag to prevent me from enzenng, on the
ground that these three beinge wished only 10
deceive me. Qutside of the gate was a r-ver so
deep and dark, that I could see no way of got-
ting across. 1 was not, however, at all discour-
aged.
the three beings totd me that 1 wonld be admue.
ted within, but not at present. When I went
back, the niver was aimost drned up, and trees
were grosang n the nudst ol i, covered wuh
beautitut fohaze, 1 then beckoned to one of the
three  beings, who proved to bo my Saviour.
He cane forward to the gate where Satun was
standing, then cast bim vut, and took me up
ns arms, and carnied me wathun,  ‘I'he hend, 1n
lus wrath, caused 8 great fire to burst forth, i
order to destroy e ; but I was vnscathed. He
then yelled so teatfully, that I thougit the earth
wouldcleave, but the melody of heaven drowned
the noise, and he vanished.”

As long as my dear friend was able to speak,
she ceased not to prawze the Lord for what He
had done for her soul.

Frduy evemnng.—Her whele frame was geized
with a death-hko coldness, winch defied all vur
cfforts to remove . Meanwhile, the sweat
flowed profuscly. Saturday—A fow minutes
before her death, when we had gaven up all hopes
of over hearing her voico agaiv in 1this world, she
sang tho first two verses of the 65th Psalin—
¢ Praise waus for thee in Zion, Lord,” &c—
Every word was distinctly pronounced, and her
voico was as loud and clear as in her healthicst
moments. QOur feelings overcame us so much,
that we could not accompany her. Soon after,
about nud-day, whilo hor head rested on my
hand, she fell asleep i Jesus.  Her remains rest
in Cypiess Ehill Cemetery.

‘Twenty-threo years beforo, I beheld her a
happy bnde. T trust that the day of her death
has proved batter to her than even tho day of her
marriage, and that she now enjoys greater plea-
sures than carth can besiow, even those pleasures
whicl are at God's nght hand for cvermore.—
¢ Let mo dio the death of the rightcous, and let
my last end be Jike hia!”

¢ Tis religion that can give
Sweetest pleasures winle we hve ;
*I'is religion must supply

Solid comfort when we die.
After death, its joys will bo
Lasting as cternity !

Be the hiving God ny fniend,
Then my bliss shalt never end.”

THE REV. NEIL BETHUNE.

It 13 with no ordinary feching of sorrow that we
havo 1o record the decease of the Rev. Neil Be-
thune, tho first Pastor of the Free Church,
Thainesford, C. W., who died of Purpura, on the
25th January,1n the 32nd year of his age.

Mr. Bethune was born 1a the Isle of Skye, In-
verness-shire, Scovand, and enmgrated 10 Prince
Edward’s Island wuh his parenis at the early
ago of seven years. From lis youth ho was in-
structed in tho Scriptures. Under tho tuition of
pious parcnts he committed a considerable por-
tion of tho Book of Psalms to memory, wlich
furnished him not only for the exposition of
scripture, but with much felicity of expression
when lcading the devononal excscises of the
sancttary. e commenced his preparations for
the mmstry under the caro of the Preshytery of
Pictou, Nova Scotta, and completed his courso
of study 1 the Now College, Edinburgh.

ESIASTICAL

« 1 heheld a houso situated on a nsing ground. 1le was licensed 10 preach the gaspel by the

Wihale 1 was wainng on us banks, one of ,

Presbytery of Abertarflin, 1350, and roturned
the sato year undet the ditection of the Columal
Commitiee 1o labour as a nusaunary withia the
baunds of Pictou Presbyrery,  Shorsiy atter Ins
_teturn to Panco Edward’s Island ho was settled
~nv Murray Harbour, and laboured there with
much aceeptance.  Uis health fasieng b in the
year 1853, he wetit on a visit to Scodand, and
duning bus stay thero was married to Miss Jones
- at Stornoway. e returned to lug congregatien
1 the following spring much iaproved i health, —
The Presbytery of London on heatng that he
- was settled 10 a charge wheio Gaelie wasnot ree
quired, sent hun an inviation to laboar within
their bounds among the Gaclic speaking popula.
tion. e saw 1t clearly 10 bo lus daty 0 aceep
- this avatation, and un obttuuag releaze from fus
congregaton ag Marray Hacbous, he entered upon
this new and more extensivo ficdd of labour
May, 1855,
enunently suceeselul,  His acearate kuowiedge
~of 1tho Gaelic langnage apeatd up to han 2 ephero
+ of usefuiness, which none but une so mfied could
efficienily oceupy.  Several congregatioms swaght
shva for therr pastor.  After labounng a_tow
, morsths as a pussionary within tho bouuds of the
; Lundon Presbytery, he wae settled at Thames-
t ford on the 5th September, 1855, Immediately
1 after Ing settlement, new hfe and vigunr began
to manfest themselves there. "T'he godly among

s flock believed that they had received an

j auswer to their pragees—**ihat God visited lus

} people” and had given them a pastor, asin the

'promlse," according to munie heart which shall
feed you with knowledge and onderstanding *—
But the gift was only for a short seaspn—nhe wasg

: elled suddenly away to enter upon the frunt of
his labours.

Ile was taken 1l on Saturday, on thoe follow-
ing day medical aid was called . It was not
unil Tuesday last that unfavourable symprons
began to appear. On Wednesday ho felt hime-
self geuting worse, and spoke of death On
‘Fhursday ho was evidently in a very critical
state, and he departed tius Life on Friday morn-
ing, at2 o’clock. He dicd in the faith of tho
gospel which ho preached, wuh a sute and

| certain hope of the resurrection of tho dead, and
! % them also which sleep in Jesus will God brning
with him* He has left a widow and child to
mourn his death. s congregation also feel
that they bave met with a severo loss.  He was
highly esteemed by lus brethren i the mimistry.
And his removal from the chu.ch on earth 1n the
midst of such brightening vrospects of extensive
uscfu'ness is a very mysterious providence. e
was nn able Minister of the New ‘Pestament—
“a workman that needeth not to be ashanied.”
—Com,.

—
THE SUPPORT OF THE MINISTRY.

As tho welfare of the Church depends, under
{ Gud's bleszing, upun the labours of the pasier,

asthe oncray and cfficiency of theso Jaborsdepend
{ upon the state of his cwn mund, it is indispensa-
{ biy necessary that he should be kept as free as
pussiblo from ali sobicutude abuut pecuniary mat-
ters.

‘Thero are fow matters about which the spirit
of liberality in this age has been less conversant,
or less anxious, than tho adequate and comioria-
ble support of the ministry at home ; and, as a
consequence, there aro few futctionaries so ill-
supported as they, on whom, under God, tho
whole cause of cvangelization depends. Sccre-
tanics of Sucicties, Missionarics to the heathen,
and schoolmaciers siro all better paid, and have
2 more ample provision made for their comlort,
than the preachers of Christ’s blessed gospel.—
| Prcached sermous are the cheapest of ail cheap
) things i thus age of exceeding cheapness.  And
vet what invaluable blessings have thesc sermoons
been to multitudes® By oniy one of them, in

AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

His labours i tine new field were |

-y
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l many cases, peisons have been converted to God,
and ennched wah crotual salvation. Many have
been tehieved of burdens of care, which were
crushing themto the eantdy, others have been te-
cavered ot a tempiation whieh would have rue
med them for both worids, and mynads have
been dehvered fromn tho fear of death, and ena«

"bed to go on thefr way repaemng, oven through
tho dark valley stself.  Yes, by a single senmon
ail tlus hay, in tany cases, been accomphiched,
What, then, shall be said of all the sermons of
a whole year, or 1 wholo Mo 1 “I'nink of s,

. aud say whether a payment of ten shiliogs or a
pound a year, 1¢ an adequate remuneration 1o the

. man why consumes his Lile 1n study and m labor,
for tho purpose of conferning such bonelits as
these * Is it nut next tu & muacle for a wan to
be il energy, acuvity, and cainestneas, 1 his
M ary, whoss wand i3 buowed down wah solic-

, itade, iow to provide bread for his fannly, and

al the same taug to provido alse for things hon-

. ostan the sight of all menl Chnstians, you

. want your pastor to run in tho way of God's

, commandarents ta his mimsters, then take off,

by your lberaliy, the borden under which o

can scarcely walk or staad.  Youcomplain that

L3 sermons are puor and meagee , is it tot your

own fault, by keepuing lum eo poor and meagre

in hiy wardrobe, and 1n his larder, that the tme
which should, and would, have been speat in
study, has been consumed 10 endeavouring to get
that bread for hus houschold, with which you

“ought o have supplied hun ? I we would lisve

earnest churches, 1 know very well we must

have carnest munisters; but, then, if wo would
havo earnest ministers, wo wmust have libeial
churches.  What is wanted, 13 a provision for

our pastots, which ehall notbe s0 profuse as 1o

be a temptation to luxyrious indoleace, and yot

so amplo as to raiso them above anxicty. n.

rt— Y r——t——
HENRIANA.

‘T'here are, alas’ too many, who aro our kins.
folk and acquaintance, among whom wo find
little or nothing of Christ.

‘I'hose who would find Christ, must seek dii-
gently, for He will at last bo found by thoso
who seek Him in truth and sincerity, and will
moreover provo their bountiful rewarder.

‘I'hoso who have lost thoir comforts in Chriss
tust bethink themsolves where, and when, and
how, they fost them ; and then tumn back to the
place where they last had them.

Thoso that would recover their lost acquaint-
ance with Chnst, must go to Jerusalemn, the Cuy
{ of our soiemnities ; and thero, 1n 1hs ordinances,
they may hope to meet with Him.

Thoso who think that they have Jost Christ,
have indeed cause to complain of their losses.

Worldly business must give way to spiritual
concerns ,—and he who may neglect 10 frequent
public ordinances, is neglecting the salvation of
his soul.

Tuoso children that are forward n othor

{ things, should be put furward 10 rehgion.
It 19 for the honor of Chrnst. that chiuldren
1 should attend public worship. With nothing 13
He better pleased than wath their hosannas,

‘Those children that are 10 their infancy dedi-

cated 10 God, shouid be calied on, when grown

i up, tocome totho gospel-passoter, the Liowd's
Supp ., and thus mako it theiwr vwa act and deed
to joun themselves to tho Lord.

It is good to stay to tho conclusion of an ordi-
nance, as becomes thoso who say, “ It is good to
be here.”

It 1s good to sco young prople willing to
dwell in tho houso of the Lord, for thoy are then
like Christ. «

Whea way s made fur tho guspel into the

; heart, thoso thas hunder 1z, uften tend to heip its
entrance, and bid it welcomo.

Those whomn God fits fur His work, He will
find out, wherever they are.




