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APOSTOLIC FATIERS,

The term Apostolic Fathers is empluyed ‘o desigaate thaee men wha
wete companions of ane of other of the Apostles, and whaee writngs
have come down (o aue day.  They are ueially xad 1o e five in pwnber
—Bamabas, Thamas, Clenient, Tgaatics and Palvearp.  Batthe writing«
of Baroabas nnd Thomas are now very generally reoanded a< forgeries
of the third century, abounding with absued and chifdish reaconinges, and
even, occasionally, wath doctrines subsersive of the gospel.  We thall,
theretnre commence our account,

1. Wuh Crevext.  He wasa companion of the Apostle Panl, and i«
referred to in Phulppiansiv 3 Nathing i« known with centainty of hya
conotry, whether he was of Jewish or Gennle estraction, the exact ume
hie was miqister of the Chiuech of Rome, and whether ke suffesed inartye-
dom under the emperor Teajan or Vespasian  Afier Paul's deathy, hows
ever, those dissensions which hait been partiafly healed, raged anew in
the Corinthian church ; and “ every one said, [ am of Paul, avd T of
Apollos, and I of Cephas, and 1 of Chris Clement wrote 10 excellent
epistle in the name of the Roman chureh, in which he cndeavours *o
compose their dissensione, and 1o wnite them into one spiriteal body, of
which Ciicist i« the head.  Its commencement is truly Apoctolie, * The
Church of God, which scjourns at Rame, to the Cliugelt of Gad which
sojourns at Corinth, to the called, to the rancufied by the will of God,
through our Jiord Jesus Christ - Grace to you and pesce be multiphed,
from the Alnnghty God through Jesus Christ.”  Clement firat endeavors
to hieal the divisions which had crept into the Cotinthinn chuech, and theq
to confirm them w some doctrines swhich the heretics of that age had
called in question,

1. He endeavours to compose their dissensions.  He praises the unil
humihity, and other Chnsuan geaces which they exemplified previous 1o
the introduction of those dissensions which lad torn their church into
factions, “Lhey weie subject to those set over them in the Lord, andihey
treated the presbyters who were among them with deserved honour.
‘Their young mea wete temperate and honest; their women without
blamc, honest and  chaste, loving their own hesbands, as duty required.
But this pleasing state of things soon came toa clore. ‘T'he mean rose
sgainst the honourable, the foolish against tic wise, and youths against
the clders. Clement next ehows the many evils that result from envy
and malice—the bad passions from which dissen<ions flow. ‘This was
the reason why Cain slew Abel—why Jacob fled from Esau—shy Joseph
was sold into slavery ; together with many other instances mentioned 1n
the Old Testament. And thea, ¢peaking of his own times, he saye—
*¢ Let us place before our eyes the good Apostles.  On account of wicked
zeal, Peter did not suxain one or another, but many labours, and so0, hav-
ing suffered martyrdom, depasted into the allotted place of gloty. On
account of zeal, Paul alo received a reward, was seven umes cast into
chews, fled, was stoed.  Bemng the herald of the gospel in the cast and
west, he obtained the greatest reputation for ins fanh, instrucung the
whole world in rightcousness, and going to the horders of the west, and
suffering mastyrdom under the prefects, so he emigrated from the world,
aad departed into the haly place, bewng the greatest cxample of patience,”
By the remotest boundaries of the west, some understand Britam ; and
others, with far more probability, think that Spain is referred to, a coun-
try which Paul certanly did visit 1n his third Aposiolic journey. But
humilizy is essentially necessary that we may maintas the unity of the
apirit in the bond of perfectness, and therefore Clement adduces the ex-
ample of Christ, as the noblest instance of humility. The ecepire of
the majesty of God, says he, the Lord Jesus Christ, came not in the
boasting of pride and arrogance, though he was able, but in humlity.

2. Clement cndeavours 10 prove the truth of the resurrection. Some
false teachers, arguing from those passages in which conversion is spoken
of as a spiritual i d that the 18 past, and
that itisthe regeneration of the sou) effected by the gospe).  Others,
misled by heathen philosophy, affirmed that the resurrection-body is an
ethenal vehicle, by which the souf acts, and that a Droper resurrection can

not take place. To counteract these dangerous errors, Clement reminds
the Coriathians that Christ 18 the first fruits of the tesurrection, and he
proves this important doctrine by the alternations of day and might, by
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the sced which, after being buricd, rises up in a more glosious form—and
chielly by the suppascd casc of the Phicniv. ‘The other historians allege
atih= phaax ia a soltary ied, without a mate, which was supposed to
hve filty years. It collecred various aromatic hetbs, as 1f to embalm its
body, and then died.  From its ashes a wort rose, and feeding upon the
body of the dead animal, beenme a el When sullicientty grown, it car~
wied the budy of s pasent fiom Arabia into Bgypt, to the eity of the sun,
when at deposited it there 5 and ro tegularly did this occur, that the
priests employed it asa measurement of tume,  Bat naturalists have suf-
ficrently proved that such a bisd as the Phaaix never existed—a fact
whuch demonsteated that though Clement was the companion of Paul, yet
hie was notinzpited. e does aot insist, hike Paul, upon the resurscetion
of Chast as the proof and pledge of our resutrection ; and one of his
proof passages from the thied psaln, *  laid me down amil slept, T anaked,
for God sustaimed ine,” has 6o sclation whatever to the sulject,  These
facis cleaddy show, that though this episile is a fihful hstorical record,
and thoughiz was, at one ume, read in the church asthough it had formed
partef the New Testaumient canon, yet 1t cia lay no clann whatever ta
insuration,
1L Iuxarivs. Nothing is kpewn wnb certninty of the birth, age, or
conutry, of this distngushed ndividual, theugh some huve asserted on
the testimany of a rather doubiful tradition, that he was one of the linle
childven whom Christ teok into Ins nsms and blessed, when he £aid « Of
such 13 the kingdom of heaven,”  He was a disciple of the Apostle John,
and was ordamed by him over the Church of Antioch., e suffered mas-
tyedom n the persecation raised by the Emperor Trajan against the Chris-
tians, alter hie had obtaned a signal victory over the Scyiluans and Da«
Barb who ked e porthern parts of the
empwee.  In s journey to Rome, where lie suffered mantyrdom about
the year 115, he wrote seven epistles to various churches, and one to
Polycarp, another diseiple of John,  He was 1orn to pieces by wild beasts
in the theatee, on the Jnst Jay of the Roman games. The faithful gath
cred up a few bones that semained, and gave them decent buriol. We
have a long account of his martyrdom by an unknown writer, but it is
evidently not in accordance with Roman usages, and is largely intermixed
with fable,
‘The writings of Ignatius have been greatly corsupted by 1hose who, in
a later nge, wished to uphold priesily domination by the authority of a
name ; for we fiad mention made of bishops, priests and deacons, as dis-
tinct from each other—a scheme which was not perfected before the end
of the third centary. In confiemation of this opinion, William Curcton,
a minister of the Church of England, discovered a Syriac version of three
of Ignatiug' episles, in which, the bishop-idolizing paseages, as they have
been termned, nre all omitted. Ignatus was minister of the Chureh of
Antioch when Syriac was spoken ; and therefore these episles, if written
in Greek, would be translated into the language best known by his own
converts. Thus, the expression 5o ofien appealed to by high.churchmen,
« Bt is neeessary that ye rhould do nothing wuhout the bishop,” is thown
to be a forgery, introduced at a late period by some one who endeavoured
to seduce the church from the simplicity of the gospel. This correct edis
tion of fgnatws’ epistles was published in 1843, and produced a petfect
storm of indignation from the Puseyite party in the Church of England,
lgnauus wrote agamst two classes of heretics; against those who
affirmed that cireumaision was necessary 1o salvation, and those who de-
nied that Christ was both God and man  The first class of herelics are
sufficiently known from Paul's epistles; and he himself declared that if
any submitted to cireumession for the purprse of merning the diviae fa-
vour, he had fallen from grace, and Chust could profit him nothung.
¢ Phere is neither ci ision nor unci ision, Barbarian or Scythian,
bond or frec, but a new creature, in Chust Jesus.” * De not deceived,
says Ignats, « with foreign doctumnes, nenther with ancient fables, which
are useless.  For, if we still live according to the Jewish 1aw, we confess
that we have not received grace.” The second class of false teachers
maintained, that thovgh Christ was the supreme God, yet he was not a
pertect man, and that he merely assumed the appearance of a body.
Now, Ignauus proves that Chyist was troly born of Mary, hat he are and
drank, that he suffered, was crucified, and rose oguin—facts which could
only be affiemed of a true and proper body. * Close your ears,” says he,
*“when any one shall speak to you without Jesus Christ, who is truly born
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