
THE EXPOSITOR 0F HOLINESS.

fact seems to be stated, for it is said of
thie thre., thousand, tliat on that tirst
,day of the Church's history they wvere
added to its, membership, and again, a
few days after, soîne five tliousand
etopped into Pentecostal life 'vithout
going throughi the prrsiongred stages of
49old-fashioned conversions " or even

4new-fangled " ones.
How is it possible thikt such cumbrous

~mac1inery could gather about the simple
act of conversion to a person ? It is only
when the person as a living presence is
lost sight of and creeds about Him are
substituted that such absurdities can
-corne to the front.

Therefore, we maintain that to return
to the 4itiiplicity of faith concerning
Christ and the Roly Ghost wvould sweep
ail this rubbish into non-existence, until
even the memory of it ail wvould seemn
like as that of some nightmare after
we had awvakened froin semi-con-
isciousness.

THIE SIMPLIOITY OF CONVERSION
1EMPIIASIZED.

We wish in this article to draw atten-
tion to the fact that simply turning to
Christ and to the Holy Ghost, the sent
of the Father, without any atonement
theories, and without the acceptance in
prospective of any or ail the doctrinal or
holy elkercise teachings alludedl to in
-fcwner articles, is as ail-compreliiensive
and as thorough as with theîn-nay, more
80.

We have the sanction of Jesus Himself
upon the simple act of turning-being
tonverted.-to Him as being ail-suffieient,
in the incident which occurred on the
day of Rlis crucifixion. Hie who will
read into the profession of faith in JesuQ,
made by the thief *on the cross, any
atonernent theories, or accepted legalistie
practicei, must have an ill-balanced
mind, flot only as to logic, but even as
to imagination. Ail that was in it was
simple acceptance of Jesus as his Master,
when, imniediately, ail the far-reaching
possi bilities of Christian conversion were
his a2 a divine necessity.

So, also, ail the conversions to Jesus
ýduring Ris life were after this simpleç
this sublime pattern. Follow Me, said

fle to the twelve, and they left ail and
follew,-,ed Humi; tliis wvas their conversion
to the world's Redeemer. And this sim-
pie, although all-co-nprehiensive, aet, en-
titled them, if they but continued to so
act, to ail tic glories and iminunities of
Huis kingdoîn-the kingdom of Heaven.
This Jesus Himself cleclared in the wvords,
"Ye who have followed me in the regyen-

eration when the Son of Man shall sit in
the throne of Bis glory, ye abmso shall sit
upon twveive thrones, judging the twvelve
tribes of Israel."

And further, He recognized the same
sirnplicity of condition for ail others, as
i4 unmistakably broughit 'out in the fol-
nlowîng verse: "And every one that bath
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or niother, rr wife, or cildren,
or lands, for My nane's sake, shall re-
ceive au hundredfold, and shall inherit
everiasting life." Matt. xix. 29.

When Jesus Christ added nothing
further than personal following, and gave
authorîty to none to do so, then may we
in the presence of our Mast1.er pour con-
tempt on ail human additions, and sus-
pect that they ail have their enigin in
failure, or'-unwillingness to foliow the
living Christ.

Conversion to be genuine must be to a
living personality, with the intention to
follow loyaily what Re will or may direct
us personally to do. Conversi-on to ivhat
hie may or presvrmably mry, Lave said, or
what others may have said about Him, us
not the conversion to Jesus which is
specimined in the Seriptures. Truc, it
is an attempted imitation, but the at-
tempt is a pronouneed failure.

Conversion to what Jesus may have
said.is simple hero worship, and is on a
par with Confucianismn or Buddhism,
and cu.n nover be on a par with simple
conversion te Jesus and the Holy Ghost
as living personalities.

If thon any should feol the sensation
of alarm because of ouir familiarity in
handlirg the accretions which have
gathcred around conversion, soeing their
superstitious reverence therefor is threa-
tened with annihilation, we ask them
to take notice the'; nothinq of real value
is being attackod, for ail that is valuable
in conversion is left, whilst the cloaring
away cf the rubbish enablos us te, realize


