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Wheo they had catered the house, the door
Wwas sofiiy ciored, amd the gentleinan, whose
name wo nay e snention was Harrenburn,
conducted Conrnd across the hall, and up atans
to an apastment oa the sceand storey, having a
southern aspeel,  The piopariions of he house
were noble.  The wide entrance-hall was baldiy
tesselated wath white and black marble; the
star-caco was luree eneugh fr a procession of
giants 5 the dnul onken saps were partly cover-
el with thick, rich carpet; tine pictres, in
hundsome fiamae, decotated the wallsy and
whenever they happracd st their aseent fo passan |
openaddoor, Cotrtnt could see that the room wathin |
wie superbly fuanshed. To the poor painter,
these evideuces of opulence and taste scemed to
huvo sometliivg of the fabulons nbout them.  The ,'
houso was gowl enough for a monarch; and tv
tiud u private geutleman of neither rank nor title
Tiving e such spleadour, was what ho should
never have evpeetad, M Harrenbum placed
Ais fiuges on his lips, as he opened the dvor of
tho ehiamber already indicated 3 Conrad folluwed
Him in with steaithy steps and suppressed breath,
T'he voom was closcly curtamed, und & conple of
mght-nghits shed theie feeble and' uncertuin raya
npon the obyeets withiir it.  The height of the
apattment, atdd tho almorbing complexion of the
dark vaken waiuscol, here and thero conesaled
by fulls of tapestsy, ecived to rendor such' an jl-
lmination extrewnely ineflicient.  But Courad
knew that this miust be thie chamnber of death,
even before e was able v dissinguish that an
apparently Tight and youthful figure lay strotelies
upon the bed—still,” mutivnleas, impussive, as
death alonw can be.  Two w.men, dressed in
durk habilaments—lately norses of the sick, now
watchergover the dead—rose from their seats, wnd
retited silontly to & distant corner of the room as l
Mr. Harrenburn and Conrad entered.  Where
dous the poor heart sufler as 1t dres in the chum-
bee of the dend, where hies, as 1n this instance,
tho corpse of a beluved dauvghter? A hundied
abjects, hitle thought of heretofore, prescist them-
sofvos, and by association with the fost one, us-
sume a power over the survivor. The casual
objects of everyday life rise vp and seize a place
m the faucy aud memory, apd become invested
with deep, passionate sterest, asrelics of the de-

arted,  “There 1s the dress wineh fately so well

ccame hier; there the hintle shoes i which she
stepped g0 hightly and gracefully 3 there the
book which she was reading ouly yesterday, the
atin ritbon »1ill bulween the pages at which she
fiad arrived when she laud it down for ever ; there
the cup from which she drauk but a few hours
fuck § thewe the 1afet, with all its Jittlo knick-
knacks, and the gluss which so often wirrored
free sweet face,

- Fhus- Comnd nstinctively interpreted the
alances wwhich Mr, darrenlurn directed at the
ebjects around him, The-bereaved fathur stand-
nrg motiduless, reganded onw thing and then
anvifier, with-a soit of :absent- attentiony whichy
wneter othdr ¢ircwmstaaces, would have appeured
like inbecility of loes.of gelf-eommand,.but now
was fullofa gepl}y]_-,'touching significupee, which
roused tKE syinpathies.of the young painier.more
pawerfully:than the tifést cloquence:conld- have
done. He seamed ut (irst to shun the: bed,-ps if
tneobyect lying there were 100 poweiful.a ecurce
of gnief 10 bear—~seemed to be anxious to diszpver
nr S0mE Minor souvenirs of sorruw, a preparatnyy
step, which should enable him 1o approach with
eeumly and rational composure the mute twreck
of his beloved child—the cast-shell of the spirit
which had been the pride and joy, the.hope and
coinfort ofdhiis:Jife.- But presontiy.he aucoeeder]
in mastering thid sensibility anil approaching:the
bed, motioned Conrad to follow him, e gently
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drew aside tho cuttain whieh had concealed the
face of tho fignre that was lying there.  Conrad
rtastod,  Could that be death ¢ That hair, o
frushily bluck and glosay § those shuhily-parted
Jipsy on which s Dight of fancy sull ecemed to
play ; tho teeth within, so white and healthy-

"Jouhing; tho amall, well-shapen hand nml ann,

&0 histiessly laul nlong the pilow : conld these
bu ready for the grave 1 1t acemed so mucls like
sleep, and ko Wttty like death, that Contad, who
had never lookedl upon the dead belote, was
amazed, When ho saw the eyes, however, visible
betwist the paniyeopencd fide, his scepticiam
vanished, Tho cold, glazed, fixed unmeaningness
of them chilled nnd frightened him—they did
teally speak of the tomb,

¢ My aanghtes,® said Mr. Hatreuburn, to whose
tone the efloit ol eolf-command now commumn«
cated a grave and cold gevemty. ¢ Sha died at
four this altesnoon, ufler u very ehont illness—
only iu ber twentieth year. 1 wish 1o havo har
repieseited exactly as sho lies now. From th
window there, 1n the daytitne, n etrong light is
thrown upon this spot ; #o thut I do not think it
will bo ncedful to make any new disposition
cither of the bed or its poor burden,  Your ensel
amd other matess shall be brought here during
the night.  1will rouse you at live mthe morning,
awd yon will then, if you pleuse, use your utmost
expedition)?

Contad promised to do all he conld 1o accom-
phish the deeste of the afllicted purent, and after
the fatter had approachied the bed, leuned over
ity and } seed the cold dips of his child, they left
tho rvom to the dead aud s silent watchers,

After a solemn and memorable evening, Conrad
was shewn tu his bedroom, and there dreamed
through the hivelonyg night—unov, that he was
nding at fnghtful speed through woods and wilds
with Ms. Hanenbumn, hunyg with breathless
Liaste to avert some uitastrophe that waa about fo
huppen somewlicie to some une; now, that he
was intenthy paiuting a picture of tho cuipse of &
beautiful young Indy—~—terribly oppressed by ner-
vousness, and a freiful sense of ncapacity most
ijurious to the success of his [abours—swhen sud-
denly, O horror ! he beheld the budy move, then
tise, in a foghtful and uonatural wauner, stark
upright, and with opened lips, but nigidiy-
clenched teeth, utter shrick upon shiieh as it
waved its white arms, and toie its streamiug hair
then, that lus fandludy, Mis. Furell, camne up fa
hun, as he crouched weeping and trembling by,
and bade him be comfoited, for that they whe
were accustomed to watch by the dead often be-
held such scenea ; then that Mr. Hurrenburn sud-
denly entered the room, and steinly reproached
him for not proceeding with Ins work, when, on
looking towards the bed, liey perceived tha( the
corpse was goue, and was yowhese (o be seen,
npon which Mr. Harrenbuwrn, with a wild cry,
laid hands upon him, as if to xlay him on the spof.

*You do not sleep well.>, A hand was gently
Inid upon his shoulder ; a kind voice sonnded it
hisear: he opencd his eyes; Mr. Hanuubum
vas-standing at his bedeide, ¢ Yow: have not
slept well; Tregret to find, I have knoched at
your duor-kaveral times,-but, receiving: mo ve-
ply, ventured 10-enter.. 1 hive relieved yuu-from
an unpleasant dream, I thiak.?

Conrad, somewhat embarrassed by-the com-
bined infloence of the nightmare, nnd-being
awakened suddenly by a strunger Tw «a strange
place, informed lus host that he always dreamed
unpleasantly when he had slep? teo long, and
was sorry that he had given so much trouble, .

¢ It i» fome miinutes pastfive o’clock,’ said Mr.
Harrenburn., ¢Tea und coffee will Le waiting
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for you Ly the time you ate dtessed ¢ dovbiless,
brvitktuat will reatrg youy amd put you m onler
fur your work 3 lur really you have been lreaming
in w mayner wineh appreased very panful, whate
ever lthe expenence might have been.?

Conrad rose, dressed, breakfasted, and did vn.
doublediy tec] inuch mme comfortablo and light.
heanted than dunng the wight, o was shuntly
conducted to the chamber i which he had re.
ceaved so many powetfal impreasivns on the pre.
ceding evemng, and tosthwith commenced the
tagk woich he had engagdd to perform.  Conral
was by 1o ineans / young man vl a rumantio of
seotimental turn, but st s not to be wendeied a,
that lus present vecupation shuald produce a deep
ellect upon s wind.  The form wind features ho
wits iow endeavouting o portray wete ceitainly
the most beautiful ho had us yer exercieed by
ant upon—=tndecd, withunt excephion, tho mod
beautitul e had over beheld.  ‘The melancholy
apectaclo ol youth cut oft 1 the ficst glow of life’s
Lrigttest season, and when surrounded by every
thing that wealth and cducation cant contribute
towarda rendering exislenvo brilli st and doligh.
fuly cnan uuver fail 10 oxcito decp and esvlemn
emotion. As thu artist lebowed to give a faithfn)
representation of tho sweutlysscrene face, the
1aven hairy the marble forchicad, the delicately.
arclicd brow, the exquimtely-formed nese and
mouth, awl thonght liuw well auch noble beavy
seemed 10 ruit oo who was it 10 Jie—a pur,
apotiess, bnght being—he bad more than once 1o
pause m lus woirk wanle he wiped the tears from
s eyes.  Few onperionces chasten the heant e
powertully as tho sight of the early Jead ; thow
who five among us a short while, happy and
gowl, loving and beloved, and then aro suddenly
taken away, ere the tollg‘l journey of lifc 18 wei}
begun, leaving us to travel onthrough the penlouy
a:xd ditlicult worid by oureelves ; ro moro siweet
words for us, no more eongs, no more coms
pamonship, no more loving counsel and as.
sistance—nothing now, save the remembrance
of beauty and purity departed. How poent
1s that remeinbrance aginst the assaults ol evi)
thoughis ! How impressivy the thought of virlus
1 the shroud !

With one or two nocessary intervals, Conmd
worked througheut the day, and untit the declining
light warne thim to desist. The next mornirg
e resumed his pallot, awd in about four or five
kours brought s task to a conclusion, tuking, in
addition to the painting he was commsssioued to
make, a emall crayon sketch for himaelt. It was
113 wish to preserve some mememto of what he
segarded as the most rematkable of his expai-
enecs, and likewise to possess a ¢ counterfeit pre-
sentment>of 'a fiee the beanty of hich he nad
never seen equalled.  Mr. Hacrebburn axpressed
himselt highly gratified by the manner in whick
Conrad had acquetted hinrself—he only daw the
pamting, of coursu~~and taking him into his study,
bude hin persovere it bis arty and -paid him tisty
guintas, U gnm wwi.ich almast bereft the young man
of his senises, 3 seemediso vast, hifd came 50'04s
uxpectedly, after all Kis nisgivings,-especially in
the' presence of one-who, to7judge from the taste
he'had extibied: w-his- collection, riust by no
ordpiary- corinoiseenr: o .

Jt.ia difficult to deschibe tho remarkable influ-
ence. which 1bis.advontuse excreised upon-the
young artist.  His susceptible mind w,c,ei.ve,«ian
impreesion fiom_ this’ single associaticn with a
scene of death on the one hand, and ah appreciate
ing patron on the other, which affected the wholo
of his future life, e retumed to C—+—, bade
adieu to his landlagy.and friends,.and,. placiog
himeelf ard -his lugiage-upon the Lopdon coach,
piccesded Yo tho, metropulis. “Hare, after looking




