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of' lie ; and it; accords withi ail Chiristian cxperience that faith grows stron ger
ini trial, juist as the oak is more firîuily rooted by thie teilipest. Josephi's self-
iniposed task was frauglit with 11o sinlail dan)ge. )Ve iioy w-cil suppose thlat,
after the events of the day, IPilate w'ould be in iio kindly iiood, alid thlat
notluing could be less welcoîne to luis claféd spirit, thanl iliterfèreuice on1 belhaWl
of' the blanleless Nazarene Iuoîn11 hie had unijtistly condeiinned. Dlesides thiis,
the hiatred of the priests toward Jesus wvas uîîdiîninished(, and they werc pie-
pared to regard -with thie keelest, suspicionI aiy act whli rnighlt sern to
indicate tie reinotest ackiîowiedgîneîîit of' bis chujînis. Josephi xnust have eu
aw'are of ail this ; buit îînlledIIL by the love mwhieh '« castetli ont feýar," hie
braves tie danger, and asks l'or tlie body of blis Lord.

Pilate is nîloved by anl iulNwolted spirit of human1ility, alid granits the
request, but fur-st desires to lie asstî'ed that Jestis is really dead. Thie ceni-
tuirion is called, (the saine wl'ho had watched l)y the cross, whio hiad hecard thie
Saviour's dyig cry, and hiad scen bis side cleft by the soldier's speai), anid
gives blis testinionv. Tr1îe~ is no more molli l'or doubt, and ]?ilate gives coll-
sent thlai; die body be reunloveci.

1TIasteiiig away tc, fifil bis pious taskz, Joseph is joiniec l)y another
nienber of thie Saî-ihetlriim. « Thepre camiie also INicodeiis, wiuichi at thie first
caine to Jesus by igt" Tltiianothier secret discip)le ? Even so; but a
secret disciple no longer. Tlue feehigs of rniinglcd Ièar and shiaine which
possessed his hieart w1'hen, but a few~ inonthls belère, hie stole cautiously along,
the streets of Jeruisaleni irer die shiadows of igtshroudin<r his face inIibis
mnandle lest any oie should roccognize iîni auld guiess biis eirandf, hiave enitirely
passed away, and 110w with a tender 1)ity and a fearless faith Nicodelms
,rocs W'ith Joseplu, ini tie broad li-lht of' day, to inter the bodly tjf his Lord.
At wbiat particular timie this spirituial revolution took place in tbbc mid of
iNicodeinus we cannot tell. Perhiaps the mords thiat Jesus spakze ditring the
nieinorable rnlidnlight interviewv have beenl lying dormant ini bis h1eart, and
11OW) ini tie crisis-biour, spring up suddenly w'ith ail ]uînîd(red-fold inicrease.
1Perhiaps ini sigbb of Calvary lie lias entered into the ighiFlty ineaning of the
Savîolir'5 w'ords :"Aîs *L-oses lifted up bbc serpent iii the w'ilderness, evenl
s0 nîuist bbce Son of Mauî be lifted up," and by that revelation lias been lifted
into anl atuniosphiere of moral lieroisin thiat rendors inii insensible to fear. Bce
tliat, as it mlay, it is mlanlifest the inighty change lias beeîî w'roight, and
Nicodenuiis is heuicefortli to bc iiiimbered amiong the open confessors of bbce
Lord.

Micodenius, coîuing to inter the bodly of Jesuis, cornes niot empty handed.
I-is Nvas nlot thle cbleap sympathiy that w'alks decorously behiind the solemin
hiearse, and expends itself ini dreary platitudes of cond(olenice: lie " brought a
]nixtlire of myrrli and aloes, %bout ail hiundred pounids wveight. Thei. took
they the body of Jesuis, and wond it in linoni clothes -with the spices, as bbc
]nanner of die Jews is to bury.'> Yes, undoubtedly such was " the nainner of
the Jewvs, wheni weeping love îolloNwed. Parent or child to the Sep)uichre, or
wlicen ostentabjous -wealtlî %vould give its possessor il restinig-place among the
"tombs of the kings "but, sucb wvas net 'Ithe manuer of the Jews" when


