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has befullen the dission would not have
taken place.”

“ T need oﬂi.r no commient on the above
remarhs. T hey vead solenu lessons to those
«m whom it dev: ‘olves to send torth Mission-
arics to the field, aud equally colemn ones
to Misionaries themselves, especially to
those who feel dispused to set at noughr the
dearly bought experience of the past ity

venrs, aud venture on expuviments full nf|

danger to themselves, and h'x/ wd to the in-
terests of the snered cause.’

O B S s e e
LETTER FROW REV. D. MORRISOH,

Being ne@saeily detained awaiting the
avrival of a letter from Nova Scotia, without
“which T could not depart, I took the cars
to Glasgow, tv be present at the meeting of
Synod ot the Reformed Preshyterian Chieh
which took place Jast week,  Wednesday
ad heen appointed to disenss the question
of diseipline cousequent on the exercise of
the franchise and sweaving the vath of al.
legiance.  On chat day T madeit a point to
be present. You ean understand thar I feel
deeply interested in their movements uning
20 onr conncction as allies doing batdle wich
heathenisin on the South Sea Islands.

I was on thie ground at Great Hamilton
Street Church, where the Synod met,lifore
the hour arrived. I need notsay thatT was
very warmly greeted by the members of Sy-
nod whom I had the pleasure of seeing at a
committee meetiys previous to the departure
of My, Inglis. F hc Synodwas constituted
and opened in the wsual way.,  Then came
the cousideration of the “ Overture.” It
was evident from the deportment of the bre-
thiren that the business of the day caused
them much thought. Undoubtedly there
had heen much wrestling with God for light
2nd guidance in the marter. A more min-
isterinl looking and dignitied body of men1
never saw.  They were grave but cheexful,
serjous, bat not sour.

The discussion Iasted from the first sede-
runt on Wednesday till a quarter to ten v.x.
on Thursday.  The courtesy manifested by
the speakers towards theiv opponents was
truly exemplary.  While dealing the heavi-
st blows possible at the avgument of an op.
ponent, everything of a personal nature that
would only irritate was carefully avoided.

It wag delightful to sce the confidence they
had in each other. T did not notice but
ouee or twice any instnuation attributing
sinister motives to each other.  Indeed one
of them e out plainly with the statement
that he felt bonnd to take the brethren for
what they appeared to be, One conld
searcely help saying of them what the hea-
then said of the carly Cluistians: Behold
hiow they love one another? It was painful
to see o rupture taking place where there.
wite such 2 union of hearts.  One of the
wembers tald me that he sut ten yearsin that'
court before a vote was taken ! They met
for mutual deliberation, so as, by their uni-
ted wisdom to arvrive-at the best results, It
was not their fashion that any should sethe-
fore Limscifacertain puint to carry, to which
he clung a¢ all hazards, however repngnant
to the judgment of athers of the hrethren it
might be. .

The voung men, Inoticed, left, with good
grace and great judgment, the diseussion in
the hands of the clder members of Synod al~
most entirely,  With becoming maodesty and
prudunce they allow the wiser heads to lead
the van. .

One could see that, in thelr discussions,
they were somewhat hampered by the po-
sitions formerly occupied by them. The
“Pestimony” was ever and anon appealed
to as that by which the controversy was to
be decided. Several, however, had the hold-
ness to refer to an older and more anthori-
tative documcm —“to the Law and to the
testimony”’—as that alone to whose decision
they were bound to adhere.

The motion before the court amounted to
this: That discipline to the extent of sus-
pension and expulsion should henceforth
cease to be exercised upon individuals in
their conneetion for the exercise of the clee-
tive franchise, and for swearing the oath of
allegiance to Her Majesty.  The Amend-
ment was to the efteet that the formner dis-
cipline of the church shoulde enforced, viz.,
that parties, for the exereise of franchise and
swearing the oath of allegiance, should be
at fivst suspended from church privileges fog
their offence, and should finally, if persisting
in that course, be cut off from their commu_
nion entirely. The motion was carried Ly



