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REPORT ON THE GEOLO(IY AiND RE:souaCEs 0F TUE RËG[ON IN
THE VICINITY 0F THE FORTY-NINT1i PARALLEIL, FROM TUE
LAxE OF THE WOODS TO TUE ROCKY IMOUNTAINS. By
GEORGIE MýEttcEL D.iwbo.-, Assoc. 1t.S.M., F.G.S., Geologist
atid Botanist to the ComImission ; addressed to Majzior D. R.
CAMIERON, R. A., Coimissioner. Large 8vo., pp. 379, with
n umerous m.ips and illustrations.

In this volume Mr. Damwson has griven us in a very clear and
thorou-,i mariner the resuit of bis explorations while acting
ini the capacity of' eologist and botanist to the Bonndary Cow-
mission. We have flot space in this nutuber for-Iengthy extracts,
but the followiig froni the prefatory note addressèd by Mr.
Dtiwson to the Comissnionier will serve to give an idea of the
oharacter and seope of the work,:

"in undertaking s.iinglt--iiiin'le(Itie care of Natural Hlistory work in

attviupting toc) iioch it rnight, liappen that nothir4g should bc welI
done. 1 hre<r dt-etded to give the first place to geology ; and
iii tliat fiuld to endcavour Lu wvork out as far as possible thec structure
of the e>Itrand to make illustrative collections of rocks and
fossils, rather thaui Lu an'ass largo; local collections at the expenst of
guiatral informaticon. Such tim- as could bc sparcd lrom the geolo-
gical inivtsîctgati<rns lias bý en ituvotcd to collection and work ini other
dt'jccrtnw(nt. ; and iii this, IttpIoitthe rtsults art: prc6ucntvd, elabora-
tud in su ftr as tliv tjnit. at ily disposai would allow, andi suppleimcri-
ted also lmy svveal viccabie îîotievs of the mollctions in speial

de1actnt, ly geccitlu-nivl WhJosc nainles arec isewlitet.statud.
tg Iit ied work, in extent, lias directly covereti a rugion, stretching

front Lthe Lake of tie WoodsJ,ýz on th(. vaLit, to the Rocky Mouintains oný the
wttste andi Ivcng in the vieiaity of the forty-iicnth parailel, which bere
fornis the intvînational Bouccdacy. In Lime it lias cxtundcd oaver two,
st'ascns, tliose <'f 1873-74. Owing to Lhe vastness of the region cover-
eti lcy the operations of the sccrvuy, mccc ch of tic perioti actuaily spent
in iit fild lias been neccssýarily umplovved in mure or luss arduuus,
andi <ften, alinost, conticîcîous travel. 0 0

tgTite main gvologio:aý ro.scîlt arriveti at is tlic examination and de-
scription cîf a stection over 800 utiles ini lengtli across the central
regîctî of the continent, on a parallul of latitude vlic(h hias licrto-
fore 1h(e'n gt-ologie-ally touchei -upon at a few points onily, andi in tiUe
vicinity of w hich a spaice of ovvr 3'0 miles ini longitude hias--tili the
oî<tratcîtns of the present, cxpcditoni-eînaiiîcd even geographicaily
un kn' wn.

4 &Iii working icp the geological rnater-ial, I have fotind it necessary
t'O inake îiiîyself familiar with the gvological literatcîrt, noL only of
thte intctrit'r region ocf British Anchbut wvith that ot the webtern
pourtion of thie Uliatti States to tUe south, wliere exten.'eîv-i and acu-
rate geoltîgical sui-vvys have bt'en carricti on. IL bas been my aimn to,
niake the- region near the boutidary Iiie as mutch:a..possible a liîîk of
ct,'itntctioItn btwecinthe more (Pr less isolatud, prcvious 8urvuys, arîd
Lu etîlleect by qccotation or r-fer-ec, tlie facts bearing on iL, fromn
eitlh"rt sit. Iithis way it lia.' been- attu-mpte( to LOmake the forty-
nintlî parallel aL geological baeuewith whîiclî future inivestigations
niay l'e Toiî'td lhe mater contained in the spucial prelimninary

<tptri the Lignite Te-rtiary formation, publishud lazL ycar, has-in
tis finai re-port, Iceen iiIuded, in su far as neessiary Lo coMplete Lthe
genwcal section un Lthe lune."


