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ivas informed by two surgeons of the higliest sil, who were con-
sultud on my case, that I must choose between death and the
sacrifice, of a limb,-and that mny choice must bc promptly mnade,
for my strength wvas fast sînkiug under pain, sleeplessness, and
exhaustion. I at once agreed to submit to the operation, but
a s od a week to, prepare, for it, not with the sligylitest expectatioix
that iny disease would thkc a favourable turn in the interval, or
that the anticipated horrors of the operation would become less
appalling by refiection upon themn; but simply because it vas so
probable that the operation would be followed by a fatal issue,
that I wished to prepare for death, and what lies beyond it, whilst
my faculties were clear and my emotions vare, comparatively
undisturbed. For I knew well that if the operation was speedi«ly
fol!owed by death, 1 should be in a condition, during the intervai,
in the last degree unfavouarable to alding preparation for the
great change."

During the interval, lie diligently and prayerfuily studîed the
Bible, and at the end of a weelc the operation vas performed.
There vara no anasthetics in those days, and the operation was a
very painful and soniewhat tedious one. Not being gifted with
great physîcal courage, hie was one of those to whom cutting,
bruising, burringm, or any similar physical injnry, eveu to a small
extent, was a source of suffering neyer willingly endured, and
alwavs anticipated witl i ore or iess apprehiension. H1e states
that lie couid neyer forget the black whirlwind of emotion, the
liorror of great darkness, and thec sense, of desertion by God and
man, bordering almost upon despair, which swept through his
mind arid overwhelmed his heait. Chloroform would have beau
thec greatest boon to him. From bis relations lie coneealed the
impending operation, fearing that the expres.ion of their grief
woul shako his resolution. They were flot avare of what had
happenee. until the surgeons made it known to them. IlDuring
the operation," ho continues, 'l in spite of the pain it occasioned,
my senses were preternaturaily aeute; 1 wvatched ail that the sur-
geons did with fascinated intensity. I stili recali with unwelcome
ývividness the spreading out of the instruments, the twisting of the
tourniquet, the first incision, the fingeringf of the sawed bone, the
sponge pressed on the fiap, the tying of the blood-vessels, the
stitehing of thec si, and the bioody dismembered 11mb lying on
the floor." 11e then dwells on the value of anoesthetics, and con-
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