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New Potatoer,

Sir Joseph Panke states that the posats was prolbae
bly mtroduced into England by the colemsts sent
out by Sir Walter Raleigh to Virguua, i the year
1586. Be thizasit may, ever mince the polato famine
inIreland, many ycarsago, this espul -ué has had a ten-
deney toret whoeey L has b ain goowa all over the
world.  Aund it ha-ln Tarictes,
after a few vavs® oy €
hut principaMy £ 0 U o0 O aaeddy aid B
become altog tho: It Thos will b evilent to any
one who will eall o e V1 ¢ w1y w0 kimls whaoh
were eommen 11 197y ot Lo G cwenby
years agn, «igh s the (o pur Cual, Pank
Eye,” * Cupa,” ' Bluenosy, " &, These hawe althad
their day, and have been superseded by the **Tom-
sonian Ohio,” &c, mnow becuming catin.g from
the same cause, and the gap is agun bewny tilled by
the more recent ¢ Carnet Chili,” and its scedling,
the ““Early Rose ™ In the cld ermiry, the most
successful originator of new kinde of this vegutable,
was Mr. William Paterson, of Dunlee, Scotland.
and his marvellous suceess has made his name cele-
brated, .Amongst the prizes carried off by ths gen-
ileman we may mention the diploma of honor and
prize medal at the Erfart (Hanever) Universal Ex
hibition ; the Sociely’s prize medal of the Liverpoul
and Manchester Agricultural Exhibitiop, at Oldham
and Wigan (England) : the chief prize at the Dublin
International Exhibition ; and in 1869, the Highlaud
and Agricultural Society awarded Mr Paterson thei
Gold Medal for his ““Report on Fxperimentsin Propa
gating New and Superior Varicties of the Potato
Plant.”

Since his death which took jlace in 1870, Mis.
Paterson kas been carrying on his work, and has re-
ceived the prize medal for samples of Paterson’s
¢ Bovinia,” at the Show of the Manchester and Bir-
mingham Agricultural Society,held at Wigap,m Scpt.,
1870 ; and the firet eup ever given for potatoes was
presented by Sntton & Soms, for seventeen varicties
of Patersan'e «cedling potatoes, cxhibited at the
Royal Berke Rnot Show, Nov, 1570, also twenty-
six varieties of the same at the Manchester and Bir-
minghamn Show, held at Liverpnel, Nov 17, 1870.
One of these was the **Bovinia,” a kind mest valua-
ble for feeding to cattle, beiog the largest sized and
heaviest cropper in the known world  Twenty of
these potatoes have been known to weigh eighty
pounds, and as many as sixteen hundred bushels
have been grown on a single acre of extra good soil,
with special cultivation and manures, mn Scotland.
1t is to be regretted that though the * Bovinia * has
been tried by Bruce, of Hamultun, Mather and
others, at Ottawa, and by some gentlemen mn the
eastern townshnps below Montrezal, 1t has not been
found to sncceed in this country, the season appa-
rently not being of sufficient Qurat.on for its growth,
Two highly entermising gentlemen of Uttawa, how-
cver, at great expense, inported several others of
Paterson’s potatoes in 1871, and they have proved
themselves very much superior, both as croppers
and otherwise, to either the Garnct Chily, the Early
Rose, or the Tomsonian. They arc floury from the
peel to the heart, and have, to a high degrec, that
nut-like potato flaver so mulhi priced Ly cpicures.
The writer of tlus nulaee has no interest whatever of
a pecuniary sort in the disSermination of these pota.
toes, but wonld Like to see them gencially cultivated
as avery superior specics for the reasons stated.
The three vuictlvs imported are the New Wiate
Kidney, the Victora (white), and Pruce Albert,
{dark purple shin, wl.te fleshed). These are all,
so far, perfectly discase-prool, never having been
known to rot in the slightest degree. The growing
of them has never been forced beyond good cultiva-
tion, and they have at all times been propagated
from wholc putatues.  Cutting into sets wassupposed
by Paterson to be one of the wauses of g0 much dis-
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case. It is known by potato growers that the Gar-
net Chili yields from three to five Jarge tubers to a
ront, the Early Rose somew hat more, but the Prince
Albert has frequently yielded forty-six eatable pota.
tues of fair average size, and 2 medium root will turn
out thirty-six, and will exceed in weight, one with
anather, the Tomsonian.

We lock with interest vjon every endeaver to
tenew the potato stock of the world  The miore
realiy good varieties we can have the betler Our
farmers generally are now supplied with the Early
Gooderich, Early Rose, and other American varieties
recently introduced ; and we hope the same enter-
prising sprrit will seeure the diffusion of such Eng-
hsh kinds as those referred to above. A little extra
outlay thus invested, will bring & remuncrative re.
turn, and be of public as well as individunal benefit.

*

rossing Wheat,

Ancil B, Jones, Minnesota, writes to the Farmer's
Cuvm . —* Lhe reason wheat does not mix when
scvi rul Kinds are sown together, 1s because the pollen
discharges in the chaff and cannot get out until it is
dead, and can act only on its own pistils, which die
soon atter bewng fertilized.”

The abuve shows that wheat 13 subject to in-and-in
brecding, which no doubt causes wheat to run out or
degenerate  In-breedingfin wheat, the same asin
anials, decrcases its good qualities—slowly at first,
while health and vigor last; when diseates com-
nicnees, then it degenerates fast. Then the straw
brevomes cah year more brittle, and 13 more hiable to
straw fall “There will be less pollen in the blow,
and less vitality in it, which causes a great many of
the small blows to fail to fill their chati’ with grain.
Ii avariety of wheat is run out; there is no use to
try to improve it by change of climate, soil, orany
ather means.  You might just as well try to make an
old horse young by extra care and feed.

‘Lhe longer we continue to sow Scotch Fife, {he
more care and better farming will be needed to get
an average erop.

Wheat's not crossing also prevents its not acclima-
tizmg. A-few may differ and want proof. And
they can easily see 1f they will take the best ear of
corhi they can get from any large field and plant each
grain separate with equal chance, and they may not
g;zil;( two grains that will grow and raise corn exactly
alike,

1f yuu take a head ot wheat and plant each grain
separate, they will produce heads that are alike, and
no choive head will dv any better, but you can select
from the car of corn, early and late kinds, and by
choosing the qualitics wanted, can be made to adapt
itself to climnate or soil, and will never degenerate,
because it 15 continually prodatcing new varieties by
crossing while blooming. I don't believe wholesale
crossing is any advantage, because if done artificially,
a higher state of improvement can be obtained,
beeause the best variety can be kept pure.

All will adeut that 1t would be a great advantage
if the best horse in the world could be made to get
his equal every time but that cannot be, because the
horse and the mare are not exactly alike, and there-
fore no offspring from them are exactly like each
other or cither parent.

The same laws hold good mn the vegetable kingdom,
and as wheat isa self-impregnating hermaphrodite
and both parents are one and must be alike, there-
fore thcy must produce alike, which makes it capable
of the highest state of improvement by hybridiZing.

1{ any one doubts it, onelook at my new hybnds
will convinee him

1 have 2 sew hybrid that will head sooncr than
spring bailey, if sown same time as barley. 1 belicve
my new hybnds are far alead of any spring wheat
in the wurld, and will give the Western  wheat
grewers advantages they never cxpected.

Stay en the Fam.

Lonk a¢ an Awrrican home, and sec what can b
done by cultivation. YWhen T lonk at one of our
village homes, extending over  half acre, with house
in the middle, frmt trees back, shade trees in front
and flawers seattered evierywhere, T fed like wishing
that all of God’s broad arres were made to blossom
as the rose. Look ataflower bed and consider how
much beauty we manage to sprinkle into a square rod
of ground when we choose.

et no tiller of the ground be ashamed of his
brawny arm, sunburnt face, and hard, cgacked hands
They are marks of noble industry, clevating and

refming labor.  If it is clevating and refining to paint
Qod’s ficlds on canvas, or praise thon in saug, why
not elevating and refining to tend thep, mhate their
fragrance, and draw fnspiration from their very
touch, ‘Tho swcet-scented clover ficld, the wavisg
grain, the rasiling eo1u ; have thwy no charms except
to the painter and the poety Some men have the
same warm passion for plougliing that others have for
k)lc:\ching. 1t is their gift, and one not to be despised.
No, to Le hopored rather, A creative genius }ics in
it Somez 1uld that, m wider tv make faiming a
sueresz, one must think unly of whcttang hus scythe
and keeping the railsup  Or, if he admires a cow
or a pig, 1t must be on¥y from a moneyed point of
view. I have no such theory., 1 can.see no reason
why it does not rcfax the mund, and fit a man for
better labor on the farm, to histen to the larks in the
morning, and the whimpoor-wiHs at night, as well as
m any other prefession. Then the farmer stands
knee-deep in a clover field. A {ruc one will think
of something besides crowding the hircling just ahead
with the point of his scythe -to get an over-day's
work. Let him swinp his scythe gracefully, steadily;
and, 1f 1t Yloases hum, let him watch the clover heads
as they fall, and thank God that He made them grow
so large, and smell o sweet, and look so beautiful.
Just that thought will vest him. If yow have a passion
for farming, let no false pride deter you from it. If
you belong to a family of six boys, and all of the rest
take to professions, -it is no reason why you should.
Somejone of you ought to stay un the faam. If youaie
the hardiest, you are the one.

I am 1 a farm-house now—a still old homestead—
which once was filled with the merry laughter of
childhood Gradually it settled down into the mature
thoughtfulness of manhood and womsthood. And
now it has died out altogether. The children have
gone, one by one, and the old folks are alone. Any
Ehce seems terribly still and solemn after a gay party

as just gome out. To father and mother it seems but
yesterday that the children left for good, and the
stillness grows stilier as years go by. ~ Each ycster-
day scems sadder than the one before it. In this
old homestead I have romped with the children,
talked of ribbons and bows with the grown.up givirls.
and had a finger in all of the wedding cakes. \Why
did not onc stay? The house is well furnished ;
cverythin% loocks comfortable and tidy. Yes, too
tidily it looks. Everything is sct back against the
wall There is no confusion in the dressing-rooms.
Every book in the library is placed wherg it belonge,
every payper folded, and not even anoise in the whole
house. ‘'Lhechambers—how orderly they are! They
were¢ never so when the girls and I rummaﬁed them.
There is not even a rag sticking out of the burcaun
drawerrs. Iwouldn’t stay inthis house alone for any
thng. Let me down stairs quick ! There is aunty
m the garden, gathering sunflower seeds, and uncle in
the woodshed shavin iindlings. Row lonesome they
loak. I don't wonder. For six weeks not even s
letter has come to break in upon this dreadful stillness.
Well, 1 must go too, I can't stay if their own could
not. The ficlds ave lying waste, the fences and roots
falling, and that old couple goin%mm their graves, as
it were, childless, becanse the boys all took to pro-
fessions, and the girls to pmofessional men,—MRrs.
B. C. Rube in Rural New Yorker.

Sugar fromEIic_Soft Maple.

Editor Canada Farmer :

S, - In Jooking over a little book, by & Canadian
authoress, Mrs. Traill, the other day, 1 came across
a statement, that the sap of the soft maple does not
yield sugar.  When this lady wrote these words she
only expressed a belief shared in by nearly the whole
of the rural population of Canada, as I find that her
view is held by all with whom 1 have conversed on
the subjecl ; somo cven go o far as to mamtain that
good sugar cannot be extracted, under any circum-
stances, from the sap of the soft maple. Untal very
lately T held that opinion, also ; but last spring o
friend of mine, who lives on » new bush farm where
maples of that kind arc very plentiful, tapped over
two hundred of them ; he did not tap a single hard
maple, for the exeellent reason that thare were nonc
to tap within casy distance of hiscamp The reward
of Ius Isbor was 250 1bs. of really the finest maple
sugar—and I have scen a good deal—that I over
saw  The only feature conuected with the manufac.
ture of it that he noted was, that it requived a httle
more sap to yield a certain quantity than of the sap
of the hard maple.  He intends to tap 100 additional
soft maples next spring, and 13 confident of a good
yicld and a first-class sample.

SACCHARUM.

Chatham Township, Nov. 4th, 1873,



