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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

1ou any information in ny power to communicate.
What are the particnlars you would wish to know
with regard to the subject you just mentioned

¢ I should like to know who it was that first plant-
¢l Christiamty in Eagland 7

- Lhere are many vpanons on the subject  but 1
suppust Jou wouid nut care to go through the whole
of them and the pros and cons of each.’

*No: that would take up more time than I can
sparc. So I shall be obliged to you if you tell me
which you think the most probable and nearest the
trath.’

¢ Why, if you wish to ascertain iy direct opinion
o the st robable of 'l the opinions entertained
on the subjcct, Tcan only tell youin one word that |
think it was St. Paul huimself who founded the Church
of England. ,

¢Indeed ! well: Iam very glad to hear it. But
van that opinion be proved ?’

¢To be sure it can : and very easily.’

<In what way ?

¢ Asfullows. Inthe Lifetime of St Panl the Ro-
nan Empire extended over the civilized world © s»
that to use the words of a deistical historian—* the

jvery high.

*‘I'he best of all authority.’
* Undoubtedly. Now in the Epistlo to the Ro-
mans, xv. 24—ie says : ¢ whensoever I lake my jour-
,ney into Spain, I teill come toyou.”’  And the univer-
sal testimony of the ancient Christiun writers as-
sures us, that the Apostle not only performed this
journes mto Spain, but actually visited Britain in
person.’
¢Indeed ! well I never knew that bofore,’

¢ It 1s nevertheless true : and if you will allowme 1
will read to you a passage from a very old Church
Historian, who mentions the fact.” I ther oponed
Eusebius and read to him the following passage--
« Though it were possitle for such men as the Apos-
tles to decerve their neighbours and countrymen,
with a romantic and improbable story,—yet what
folly was it for such illiterate persons to attempt de-
ceiving the world by preaching up this doctrine?—
and that too in the most diatant countries ;—amonj
the Parthians, Romans, Persians, Armenians, Indi-
ans and Scythians : and likewise beyond the wes-
tern ocean n the Islands called DBritoinic.””—* So far
Eusebius, whose reputation as an Historian stands
Other wnters of equal and even greater

public lnghways, which had been constructed for theiantiquity make casual mention of the same thing :

use of the legions of Rome opened an casy passage
for the Christian Missionaries from Damascus to Co-
vinth, and from Italy to the extremity of Spain or
Britain >—(Gibbon’s Decline, &e¢. cap - xv)

¢ Yes + I had always understood the extent of the
Empire to be favourable to the spread cfthe Gospel.’

¢Well : then, you can easily understand that such
a zealous missionary as St. Paul would not fail to
turn such an advantare to the best possible account.
Aud from these facts we can readily suppose it possi-
b at first sight that he might have visited Britain as
welil as Damascus or Cerinth.’

*Yes : tobe sure. The disposition of the Apos-
tle, if he had time and opportunity to spend and be
spent for the Gospel’s sakes, would lead us to that
conclusion.?

* Now, I will briefly show you that he had fime to
eame to Britain © and this I will do from the New
‘Testament It is generally—agreed on by commen-
tators that St. Paul was twice imprisoncd in Rome.
“Vhen first there he wrote his Epistles to the Gala-
tians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, the Colossians,
aud the Hebrews. When last confined there, he
wrole the second Epistle to Timothy, which, from
its affectionate and tender strain we may judge to
have proceeded from an Apostle, full of faith and
hope in the expectation of martyrdom.’

‘I see.’

¢Well : From bis first imprisonment which seems
ta have been atterded with but little restraint (Acts
<xviii. 80.) he was released according to the best cal-]
ulations, in the year€2 of the Christian era And!

| ¢ What is her name?’

'but I think that if we are to put faith in history one
proof is as good as a hundred.

‘Yes : a clear proof.’

¢ Such I mean. And therefore we have no hesita-
tion m concluding that St. Paul preached the Gospol
in Great Britain.?

¢ Did he make any converts there ?’ asked my vi-
sitor.

¢ Yes : Claudia, who is mentioned in 2 Tim. 4. 21.
is supposed to havebeen one of his British converts
and to have come over with him to Rome.’

¢ Canthat be proved 2

tions het British descent.’—Mart : Lib. ii. Epi. 54.
“Indeed : any more converts, mentioned as the
fruits of the Apostles’ ministry 2
¢ No doubt thers were a vast number of converts
as we learn from what the Historian Gildas says of
King Lucius: but one deserves particular mention.’

¢ Pomponta Graecina, the wife of Aulus Plautius,

the Roman Governor of Britain about the year 63 or,

64. Her history is given by 2 Roman Historian Ta-
citus in his Annals Lib : xiii. cap. 32. If I had time
T would read it to you. But the conclusion of the
whole is : that Christianity was introduced into Bri-
tain by St. Paul and that therefore the Church of
England,owes her origin not to the Church of Rome,
but to the labours of—an Apostle.’

THZ CUURCH OF ENGLAND.
Bnrtish ordinauon was derived from St. Paul, aod

¢ Most unquestionably. For a Latin Poet men-

.givenin a dark ignorant period ; and its primary intentions

ius sccoad imprisonment, dunng which he suffered descended iu the Brush Clurch in direct succession
wi0s¢ continement, terranated in lus death by mar- to the begioning of the twelfth century, when Ber-
tyrdom 1 the year 66 ; which is the date commonlyl“"d- a Norman, was consecrated bishop of St.

. . 'David’s by the Archbishop of Canterbury, s, p. 1115,
assigned to his second Epustle to Timothy.  Now bc'}' *he Sazoyn Church denvped ordination {rom Rome,

tween these two vates are four years, and from what that 15, from Austin, the first archbishop of Cauter-

we know of the Apostles’ character we cannot sup-burr, 2 ! !
Arles. But the ordination of Rome was derived 3l-

pose that he passed ﬂ.mm idly, a!though .the A.cts ofgso from St. Paul, who founded the Church uf Rome,
the Apustles do not give us any information with re-\‘Rom. i. 11.) By the submission of the British bish-
sard 10 hus particular employment.  The sous cefrom ops in the twelfth century to the see of Canterbury
which we gather thus information therefore consists;the two Churches (British and Sagon) were united,

who had been consecrated by the Bishop of]

MISCELLANEOUS.

Rewiciox is a gonerous and noble thing in regard
to its progress; it is peepetually carrying on that nipy
in which it is once seated toward perfection,—
‘Though the first appearance of it on the souls of
good men may be but as the wings of the moruu,
spreadirg themuelves on the mountains, yet is it st,,
rising higher and higher upon them, chasingawayall
the mists and vapours of sin and wickedness till it ar.
rives at its meridian altitude. There is the strength
and force of the Divinity, and though onits first en.
trance into the minds of men, it may seem to be
sown in weakness, yet will it raise itself in power.—
As Christ in lus budily appearance was still increas.
ing in wisdom and knowledge, and in favour wau
God and man, until he was perfected in glory, s,
He in his spiritual appearance in the souls of men
Accordingly the New Testament does more than
once distinguish the several stages and degrees of
growth in grace in the souls of alltruc christians.—
Good men are always going on from strength to
strength, till at last they see God in Zion.  Religion
though it hath its infancy, yet hath no ol¢ age.—
While in its minority, it is always in motu, progress.
ive ; but when it :omes to maturity and full age, it
will be in quiete, always the same, and its years shall
not fail. Ioly and religious souls being once touch-
ed with an inwatrd sense of divine beauty and good-
ness by a strong impress upon them, arc mored
swiftly after God, and * forgetting those things that
are behind, and reaching unto such as are before,
they ;. <1< toward the mark for the prize of their high
calling of Godin Chrlst Jesus,” so that they may
finally ¢¢ attain to the resurrection of the dead.”

For the Colonial Churchman.

ON THE MINUTE ARRANGEMEINTS OP THB MOSAIC LaW.

Mrs. West's ¢ Letters to a young Man,” are not as -
genersally read, ae their great inerit demands. Dlany of
your readers, therefore, may welcome the following a-
bridged extract frort that work, bearing as they do on
a subject not fully uhdetstood by hasty students. "Surely )
the Law of Jod is perfect in allifs parts, and a surelamp
to the feet. . . O

« The holiness of the Gospel transcends that which is
required by the preparatory dispensation. In that view
the Mosaic law should be principaliy considered. It was

were to preserve a chosen people from ihe seductions of
idolatry, and to make them, through their knowledge of
the true God, depositaries of his promises for the future -
regeneration of the world. ‘This idea explains tho mean-
ing of those sacrifices for sin which were continually en-

joined, and which were calculated to impress onthe minds

1of those who offered them a consciousness of oﬂ'ipr.o, and

of the necessity of some atonemont, The reason of ma-
oy of the probibitory statutes cannot bo clearly ascertain
cd at this distance of time ; but, a8 we gaina clearer light
into the antiquities of castern nations, we moy very pro-
bably discern the propriety of what wonow deem strange.
Mr. Brvant has accounted for one extraordinary injunc
tion, ‘ Thou shalt oot seethe a calf in its mother's milk’
He ascertains that veal, boiled in milk, was a favourito
dish served up to the worshippers of tho Syrianidols; and *
that, by restricting the Jews from the use of it, the Al
mighty gave them a protection againsf tho allurements of
idolatry, which He who knew the tendency of human ap-
pelitos could alone suggest. A changoof garments be-
tween the sexos 18 also farbidden, and for a similar reasod

a promiscuous change of apparel preceded the shameful
nites which were performed in tiie templos of those impure
destics whose ¢ love-tales infected Sion’s danghters.’ ™

! : h
. . . . . !and have continued so from that time, under the title
s davers hints and C:p.rCSSCO.hS which are Scal(cred‘o“he Church of England.—.Blshop Burgcss‘s Tracls
throughout Jus v Epistles.

on the Organand Indgendence, theancient British Church.
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We should bow with lowly reverenre to that Wisdon *
whick could descend to regulate those winutia of mannert
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