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ON SAINT PETER, THE AYOSTLE. ~Juse 29ru.
How Jesus triumphs in his Saints
O'er worldly grandeur van 5

That sudden shifts, before the wind,
Ay fleets the vap’ry train ¢

tWhile in their monumental dust
Neglected Monarchslie ;

WhoséWame, that once so filled the eartls,
Scarcelivesin History :

Faras the Church the Fritjygs spread,
This day the nations raise

‘Their common ,oice, 1n chorus sweet,
T'o sound ler Peter’s praise.

Next to himself, Religion’s chief,
Mark how the Saviour chose

A poor, ilhit’rate fisherman,

‘Yo facc her proudest foeas.

Farth's mighty mistress for her God's,
Rome, trembling at his word,

Against truta’s champion bids her chiefs

asheath their conquering sword.

In vain her chiefs their sword unsheath
In vain her leaned inveigh :

Against bis artless eloquence
Their utmost skill display.

Low at his feet her bloodless sword
Rome now subnussive lays :

Aud to her conqueror’s traphy adds
Her leaming’s boasted bays.

While round are eyed, in heaps obscene,
Her crumbling idols . trew'd ;

High o’er her temples, bright in gold,

Messiab’s Cruss is +iew’d.

Where Satan in his fiercest might
Maintain’d lus murd’rous sway 3

Triumphant reigns the Prince of Peace,
Whom nations all obey

States rise aud fall : ‘Time’s ampic seythc
Sull mows oar feeble race : -
Fhe tumult, Peter, »et unmov’d,
Views frowm his holy place.

‘The voice of watchful shepherd there
On Sion’s bill reclin’d,

Fach passing generation hears,
Waramg his charge assign’d.

And may we still atientive hear.,
And, hearing, still obey

Oor Shepherd’s voice ! from Christ’s own fuld
Sure never thus to stray '

Whoem Reason proud aleae direets,
Jn vain conjecture lost,

Before cach whimsey’s veering wind
In giddy round are tuss'd.

Unerring sure his word must be
Whose Faith, the Saviour sad,

Should never fail for him, alone
When to bis size be prayed.

17i< Brethren whom he bade confirm 5
Bade, ere he sought his throne,

His Jambs and sheep ; his flocksto feed ;
While Time his course should rum.

The sock he’s still’d, on whase firm base
Truth’s sacred fabric rose :

‘Yo lim the keys of heav™n are Lent,
With pow’r to ape or close.

Ry Satan sifled once, like wheol,
He, self-confiding, fell

Now, by his Lord’s right hand uplicld,
e braves the pow's of hell .

Sfill treads securc the surging deep 3
Nor heeds the billows roar,

Tiil through the terapest, safe at last,
He reach th’ etermal shore.

-J{i« praises then, with ceascless voice,
1.2t Creatutes all resound

Whasc wisdom deigns to chuose the wenk,
Yhe mighty to confornnut

T'o Father, San, and Noly Ghaost,
One God, in Persons Three,

Lt Creatures jointo pour thesr praise
Thcough all Fternty !
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ON'THINGS BLESSED, OR CONSECRATED.

,Tie custom which the Catholic Church has of
blessiyg, or conscerating  certain things, or  places,
Fand of thug separating thens from profane, aud de-

L an
;dicalin,-_: diem to sacred purpuses, is evidently
erounded on seripture authority.  Holy water, for
instance, was used  in the Jewish Chureh, (Numb,
v. 17.) and the mystical meaning of'it is alluded
!; to by the royal prophet, whenhesays, Zhou  shalt
| sprinkle me, O Lord, with hyssop, and I'shall be
‘cleansed ; thow sholt washed me, and [ shallbe
-made whitker than snow. Psalm 1. 9. The ark,
“the ephod, the  priestly ornmments, and all the sa-
! ered utensils of the t:bernacle, are instances of the
I"same hind.
Lhad seen the vision in his sleep.  Moses was order-
pedhy the Lord, when he appeared to him in the
j burning bush, to put the shoes from off’ his feet, be-
‘cause the place. onwhich he stood, was holy ground,
TA thousand such instances wight be pointed outin
iholy writ, of a practice similar to that of Gatholics,
iwhich the greatest known favorites of God oncarth
‘would not have followed, had there heen any thing
,improper or superstitions in it, Every thing says
"St. ‘Pymotly, is sanctified by the word of God, and
by prayer. Ch.iv.5. Thereare, besides, inserip-
lture many instances of persons severely punished by
i Almighty God, for profaning such holy and conse-
crated things. He who but touched the ark, to
i'prevent its being overturned, not being one of the
I'Levites, to whose chargeithad been exclusively
icommitted ; was struck dead upon thespot for his
‘temerity, 2. kings. 6.9. Que of the Jewish mo-
narchs, for seizingthe eenser, and presuming to do
the office of the high-priest, was smitten on the #pot
{with the leprasy, and therefore east forth, according
lito the law, from the temple, as one polluted and pro-
Efﬁmc. King Bultazar. for profining at his banquet
' the sacred vases which he had taken from the temple
(i!of Jerusalem, saw traced by ahand upon  the wall
I the tnystical sriting which indieated his approach-
" ing downfall and destruetion, &eke.
)]
i

i

'
i

ON IDOLATRY AND SUPERSTITION.

Blaspheming those things 1which thry now not.
pheming 003 Peter it 12,

Maxy Protestants, observing the outward demons-
jtrations  of respect shown by Catholics to the pic-
' tures aud images of Jesus Christand bis saints, &e.
"and which in some countrics popular extravagance
' may have carried to a ridiculous length s are sim-
i{ple enough, especially on account of such local pe-
“ euliarities, to imagine that Roman Catholics are
li downright idolaters ; worshipping, like the heathens
" of 01, the works of their own hands ; and adoring
f,ﬂ:c creature instead of the ®Creator.  But belore
U passing so severe a judgment on the greatest,
i: mast ancient, and Wastrious body of Christians in
" the ubiverse, it were but fuir, it were cvea necessa-
ity to cxamiue the intentions of those, whow they

Jacob consecrated the place where he |]

suspect as guilty of such an abomination ; and to
investigate  their real notions upon the seores 1id
Hthey but take the trouble to do this, they would find
that there is not one Catholic to be found who ever
imagined fora moment that the paintings or sta-
tues, which he honours, could themselves either
see, hear, or hielp him 3 or who ever thought of re-
verencing them for their own sakes, and not as we
ourselves  would those of beloved Sovereigns, and
heroes of the Great and Good, merely for the sake
of the originale.  Catholics only shew in this man-
ner what veneration  they think due, and would
pay to Jesus Christ and his Saints, were they really
present hetore them, as  their likenesses are.—This
is nat therefore what can be termed ldolatsy, which
is either the worship ofthe thing itself; or through it,
of some false and chimerical Divinity.  AnIdol, ac-
cording to St. Paul, is the figure of that which {s
not, orwhich is not true.  But the representations
made use'of by Catholics are not at all of this kind.
Indeed the trinmph of Jesus Christ over idolatry
hasbeen so comp'ete, thatthis lastis found toexe
istin no pice, where his religion has been once
properly established.  Superstition, however, docs
exist more or less in ali countries, particularly inour
own: and weak ofitself and unsupported by
Reason, it fastens, like the ivy, in its creeping pro-
gress onevery thing that  can bear it up from the
ground. ltclings aboveallto the exterior of reli-
gion, and draws from thenee its nutritive sap, till it
hasdried upthe tree,on which it has throve, and
covered it with a foliage not its own. Inthelong
space of eighteen hundred years, since the sacred
vine has been pianted in certain Catholic countries,
itis not very surprising to find it much encumnbercd
with weeds and rubbish; or that its shooss should
run wild, and bear more folinge than fruit, when,
in the many generationsithas outlived, there were
often but unskilful or negligent husbandmen to
tendit. It is only amiracle that itis rotquite
smothered and dead. Yet still it livesin allits
primiuve vigour, and needs only the skilfully prup-
ing and clearing hand.
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AVIS A_NOS CHERS FRERES DU BAS CANADA.
11 est 2 esperer que tout bon Catholic entendant
ou nentendant pas la langue angloise, pretera son
support au senl journal Catholique anglois, qui ait
jamais paru dans ces_provinces surtout en sachant
qu'il est public avec Papprobation, et sous les aus-
pices des Eveques et du clerge du pays . Leprix
d’ailleurs, en est si modique netant que quatorze
shelins par an. la_poste inclue, pour une Feuille
hicbdomadaire 3 q'il y @ bien peu de persannes qui
ne puissent contribuer cette miete a Velucidation et
defonse de notre Sainte Religion, assaillie de toutes
parts, et calomniee par scs nemis daps unc lan-
aue, qu’il est indispensablement necessaire d’ndo)
fer, pour refiter sur pied egal leurs errewrs.  Un
s'attend que la moitie de 'nhonnement annuel, sera
paye d’avance, et envoye Fr chacun, avec s0n ad-
dresse, franc de  post, a 7% Dalton. U.C.

The Catholle .
Will be published weekly at the Office of the Patrioy
and Farmer’s Monitor, Kingstop, Upper Canada,
and issued on the Friday, Terms—&2 perannuin,
(exclusive of postage, Which is four shillingp a year)
payable in advance. .




