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bis native townl of Ferrara lie could
not -et a lecaring, and lie bitterly
rciarkcd, "A propliet lias no hionour
in bis o'vn country." Even in
Florence his Iirst audiences never
cxcLe(le twenty-five poIsons col-
lecte(l in the corner of a vast church.
".I could nu, hie saýid, ".su much as
inove a cieken."

But -"the Word of God was as a
lire in bis bones," and could not be
restraine(l. On bis reinoval to, the
convent of San Marco lie besoughit
the prayers of' the b-etliren and os-
s.aýcd to preach. lIebegan acourse
of sermon> on the Book of Ilevelation

and applied," says bis biora,.phier,
with treniendo., force the iniaer

uof ' vision to the condition
zand prospects of Italy. Witli a
voice tuit rolled liko thunder or
pic'.recd with the wild and 1--ournful
anguisli of the loosened wiu<is, lie
(lenounccd the iniquities of the Lie,
and foretold the tribulations that
wpre at lîand." Soon, so ral)idly
is audience grewv, lie had to Icave

the chapel and preach iii the open
cloisters, - standing bencath, a dain-
ask rose trc," to the multitudes wlîo
throng-ed to Jîcar. rro this d,-ay the
place is pointed out, and a daînask
rose trec :itili markýs the spot. 11e
luid founid, at length, lus work, and
for the rcînaîning eigbit ycars of bis
lueé bis voice wvas the îuiost potent in
Italy.

The burden of lus preaching, lie
tells us, wvcre these thrce propobitions:
à&Thiat the Churchi of God would bo
rcuovate(l in the then presont time;
tlîat fearfu.I judginents would pre-
codle that renova Lion ; and that
these tbings would coîne sooti."
*Witb the anointed vision of tbe
seer, discerning wisely the signs of
the times, lie exluorted moin to re-
pcntance froin sin -nd reformation
of life. Soon the uonvent of San
Marco h)eaînle too s-mall1 to hold the
crowd of eager listeniers, and the
great Duomo bocamie tluenceforth
the tlueatre of the niighLy eloquenceý
of thc pr-eaclini f riar. The p)ale

face and deep, la rk eyes "'azed
arouind ou the vast assem bly, anîd
the tlurill ing, a've-inspiring voice
fillod tho iniighity donie.

Hus )uILd preac4iig prov'cd ver\-
distasteful to the princely Lorenzo
(le3 Medici, h)y wluoin lie hiad been
proinoted to the dignîty of prior of'
San Mcarco. After îattenhpting in
vain to bribe Ihlm with gifts, the
Prince sent a message threatenîngr
banisliment froiii the cit\. unless lie
learncd more courtly ways. -,Tell
Lorenzo, fromn me," wvas the intrepid
answer, "ý that thoughi lie is the tirst
in the state, and 1 a foreigner and a
poor brother, iL will, nevertueless,,
happen that I shaîl remain after lie
is gone. These bold words were
afterwards, called to nîind, -is tîle
greatest of the Modiei lay upon lus
death-bed. In tluat solemun houir the
dyinîg prince sent for tlîe only imn
iu F-lor-euce who had dared to cross
luis will. The faitlîful preacher
urgred, as the condition of divine
pardon, reparation for deeds of op-
pression, and the restoraition of the
usurped liberties of Florence. But
the ruliug passion was sti'ong in
death, and the prince passed to, the'
tribunal of the skies without the
priestly absolution that lie craved.

The succeeding prince, Piero de
Medici, was no less a tyrant than
bis sire. But the pulpit of Savonu-
arola continued to be tlîe ruling
power iii Florence. The bold monk
ivas therefore banished to Bologna,
wvhere lue ceased flot to proclaim tlîo
judgments of God. At length hie
returned, on foot, with notluing but
luis staff and wallet, to thec destined
scene of bis brief triumph and glor-
ious martyrdom.

Foreseeing the evîls that threat-
ene(l the state, lie saw, or thouglit lie
saw, in the midst of the smiling
hecavens, tic vision of a swvord bear-
in,- the words "eGlad jus Domini
supeir terreainz cit.' et velocite-Tlie
swvord of the Lord on the earth.
biwiffly and Soon.", That sword
proved to be the Frenchi king,
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