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ribly weak and nerveless from a bad attack of the inai dli pays.
Fortunately for us both, by a rare good chance, or more fittingly,
guud Providence, we had made the journey, not as we had C'\-

pectud in the clust! tcJupc u'f the lunibering diligence, but in tie(
pIea,:ant-cuN-ered wvaggun of buflhe une of the road officiais, wiu
was being forwarded to Damascus.

Arrived at the termnus, we wt-re not long in transferring <-r
-selves and our belongings to a carniage, and in a few i.'fitte,
were rattling through the crowded and cruoked thoroughifare, --f
the city toward our host's hospitable home. Across the opeli
square, down the *dusk-arched passages of the Derb-el-Muskatii,
and by many a sharp turn and devious lane, we arrived at length
at our friends house. Huse, did I say ? How littie that bnings
home to English minds the blank windowless wall, with its niar.
.row door, at which the carrnage finally halted. 1 Jiad better,
.perhaps, describe the place «nt detu il, for one Daxnascus hrise
de8cribed, wN ili, in its generalities at least, accurately descrilte
every other.

The duor in the blank wall which faces the str.eet opens int-) a
niarrow passage leading into a square enclosure, around whh'hh
the huube is buit. This square, in the centre of which is a large
fountain, its basin cunstantly full of water, is bright -with sun-
lighit, and fresh with the vivid green of pot-plants around thvt
fountain, and of treus growing here and there in the angle> uf
the square. This open square is the breathing apparatus-the
lunes of the house. On it the doors aiid windows -open, and the
.arched lewcan, or alcove, which is always formed at one side,
mak.es a delightfully cool and shady retreat. These features, the
,duil, inh.ospitable outer wall, the narrow passage-way, the centr-al
open. court, the fountain, and the lewrai are conimon to every
Damascene house of the better clatDs; and nothing can lie nicre
rnarked than the abrupt transition fromn the forbidding harreniless
.of the outside, to the cheery brightness of the court, and the c. n-
fort and elegance, and in some instances, spiendour of the intürior
appointments. I remember one house whichi we visited, iii the
Jew'ish quiarter, shabby and ugly en, on the outside, %viere
we wvere ushercd intu a rouin adorned with elaborate decor«-tiý)ns
in white miarbie, miaible pax cd, and with a fountaiii in its cintr-e
hcld up by marbie liolib, bizarre, perhaps to western taste ini -inc
of its details, but eviniinig a inost lavish outlay of ar-t and]w,]h
It -was said to have cost L10,00O sterling, that one room!

What a real English w~elcorne greeted M. and I as we entei'ed
the court of our fniend's bouse that evening. How thoroughly
English and hiome-lke, the tea-table -with its delicate chlina and


