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QUESNEL ON THE LORDS PRAYER.

.After this manner therefore pray ye:
The prayer which Jesus Christ gives us here iis the pattern cf ail] Chîristian

prayer, and an abridgement of the gospel. What satisfaction it is to learn, frora
God himeif; with what 'words and iu what miarier lie would have us pray to
him, so as uîot te pray in vain!1 A king, who himselfdraws up the pétition which
he allows to be pi'eseuted to himself, lins surely a very great desire to grant the
request. The order of the petitions is the order of our desires and of our duties;
it is here we ought to be particularly mindful of them.

Our Father wkick art in heciven,
We must, in the first place, say this prayer with the heart of a heavenlychild,

disengaged frorn the earth by his new birth, animated with the Spirit 'of the
divine adoption, and full of desire to be reunited to, his Father and Author. Thé
heart of a child of God is a brotherly heart, in respect of ail other Christians; it
asks uothiug but in the spirit of udjity, fellowship, and Christian charity, desiring
that for its brethren which iL desires for itself.

Hallozoed by the xarne.
We must say it, with the heart of a priest, ail infiamed with zeal for God'8

glory, and for thie sanctification of soute, and with the desire of that holiness,
which should render him like to God as to hies Father. In the sanctification of
the elect and of the whole ùhureh, God je pleased to place his glory; and, there-
fore, this giory and this sanctification we ought to desire and to, pray for before
ail things.

The kingdon corne.
We muet say it with the heart of a failliful eubject, zealous for theglory of bi

sovereigri. When will it be, 0 my God, that death and sin, the devil and his
ministers, the world and its offences, shail cease to reign upon earth; and that
thou, after having judged. the quick and the dead, separated thy elect from the
reprobate, and destroyed ail the powers of earth and bell, wilt thyseif reégalone everywhere, in ail, and forever, and thy saints with thee, and withth
Son ?

Thy will be clone in earth as il is in heaven.
We must May it with the hîeart of a wife who studies the deuires and inclina-

tions of ber husband, and seeke only to please hian. God everywhere effects biu
will, even in those who oppose it the moet; but iL is doue, with and by love, ifl
none but the sainte in heaven and on earth. We acknowledge the necessity 0
a grace, whichi, by a free and predominant love, may subject our wiIl to that Of
God, when we pray that "hbie will may be done in us as it i. in heaven."

GJive us this day our daily bread.
We muet say it with the heart of a sheep, which requires food from iLs shep.

herd; and of one really in want, wbo begs his bread. We oughit to &aýk of GOd
the bread of the body; but much more the bread of the soul,-,his grace, hie
word, the divine euchariet, the love of hie law, and the accomplishment of hi"
will. God wllI have us dépenîd on him.

Andforgive us our debt8 as weforgive our debtorat.
We muet eay it with the lîeart of a penitent wbo begs nlercy of his God,' whill

Le affords it to hie neighbour in ail respecte. That man condemns himeelf tA
muffr the eternai vengeance of God, whio makes use of thia prayer with reveI3g 5


