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TAE BARLY LIVE OF THF BISHOVr OF THRONTA.
(Fromm 1iie Lordahip’s reernt Charge.)

In 1308, baving Gnished my terms at King's Oollege, Abcrdeen, and
ed to the master's degres, 1 removed to the vicinity of 8t
Aodrew’s, and while thera T conteacted ceveral important Waeting friend.
thips. amonget olhers, with Thomas Dunean, afterseards Profewenr of
Mathematies, and aleo with Dr. Clialmers, since theh so deservedly
renowned. We were all three very nearly of the same age, and our
fricodship enly terroinated with denth, being Lept alive by a contiant
correxponidence during more than tixiy years.  Afier leaving 81 Andrexw's
1 war for atime em‘o)eyed In privats taition, but having a tnother and two
sirfers {n & great dogrea dependent bh my excrtion, I applied for the
Parochinl school of Keltle, in the counly of Fife, and obinined it by publie
competition, And here, at the age of nipeteen, T made my first praay in
the great sl of cducational Jatuir, (vmmawiuyi 7 chrder with n va‘;‘iy
rooted lova for the eanze, and with sntmethivg of A fore-knawledza of that
succees which has elnce crowned my efforta, It was my practics to stuly

and note (he chinractar of my puplls as they entereid the schrol, and to this o

disorimination which gave correctniess tamy judgment many owe the ruccess
which they vitimately achieved.

Among my pipﬁlc M that titne waa Sir David Witkle, rince so well
known as one of the first painters of the nga. T very soom pororived
Wilkie's great genius, and with much difficulty prevailed with his uncle
1o vend bim, still very young, to the celebrated Racbum, then enjoying the
higheat reputation in Socotland. 1 {a pleasing to remnark, that afler an
interval of pechapa thirty years, the precoptor atd scholar inet in Tondm,
ahd renewed an {ntlinncy po profitable to ohe and 20 honourable to both,
They attended the meeting of the Dritich Aes.ciation at Birminghen
kﬁcu»er. and_saw miach of one snother during my shore eta- in England,
Often did Bir Darid Wilkie, at the height of Lita atue, declare that he gwel
every thing to his revered teachor. and that \mt for Lintnterference he
must haverennined in obseurity  Commodore Robert arelay nfterwarde
%0 unfortunate on Lake Etie, from causes aver which his hind uo control,
was anothier of m{ pupils. Ile was n youth of the Yrighteat promise. and
often have 1 aaid in my heart that he porscsecd qualities which fitted him
to be another Nelson had tha way opened for such a cousutaination,
While at Et. Andrew’s the Reverend James Brown, one of the acting P'ro-
fa ~araof the Univeraity, s gentleman of vast scfeimifio altaimmenta becaine
so =ceedingly attached to me as to take tno undet his kind protection.
After nome time ho was adeanced o the chair of Natural l'hinmuphy in
the Univerity of Glaagow, to which place hie rdmoved  8till jutorested
in my welfare. he J)ropoud to tne te become his autending assistavt, but
difficulties inlervenéd to prevent this artangement from hzing carded out
when almost oon;sl‘cotcd, and Dr. Brown was, as he jotinmted tn me,
reluctantly induc retire on a pension, Thix to me wae a very bitter
dissppointment.  But 1 was not overwhelmed, for Gl hail in his gidneas

iven me & cheerful spirit of endurance, and a éanguine disposition as to
the future, which it was not casy 1o deprees, aud :H:I'ml Providence, even
before | had altogether racovereil the shock, presented me nn opportunity
of removing to avother sphero of activity, and in the frame of mind iu
which 1 found myself, { was the more disposed 1o accept employment in
Canada. .

Among the many schemnes contemplated by Genernl Simcoe, for the
benefit of the Prvince, was that of establlshing Grammar Schouls, in
erery distriet, and a Univeraity at their head, at the Sent of Guvernment.
Anxion to complete. ns anem as possible, so beneficial an object, the Gor.
ernor gave autbority to the late tlooourable Richard Cartwright, and the
Hononrable Robert Hamilton, to procure'n gentleman from Scotland, to
organize and take cliarge of such College or Usiversity  Theso gentlemon
whose memorics are still dear to the Province, applied totheir friends fo
St Andrew's, who offercd sho appoistment Gimt to Mr, Duncan, then o
Mr uhalnors, neither of whom wece yet much kuown, but bott dechined.
Overtures wers then made to me, and siffering sovercly under my recent
disppointment, T was {oduced afler some hesitation to nccopt the
appolutment,

[ aailed from Greenock towards the end of August, 149w, under convoy 3
but such wasthen the wretched stato of navigaton, that I did not . onch
Kingston, by the way o New York and Montreal, till tho lnst day of the
year 1799, much fatigucd in body, and vot & little disappointed at the
desolate appearance of tho country, being throughout, one ahiect of snow.—~—
But a now and still more sevcre trinl nwaited me. I was mformed that
Governor Simevo had some time before retursed to Eugland, but of wlich
1 had received no Information, and that the intenution of establistung the
projected Uulversity bad been postponed. I was deoply smoved and cast
dowu, and badjl possessed tho means, I would instantly havae rcturmned to Seot-
fand. A wora looely and destitute conditivn ean scarcely be concetved.—
My reasooable expectations wero cruclly blighted—a loncly steavger 1n a
foreign land without nuy resources or a siuglo acquaintance. But my

retumn was next to Impossible, and 't was moro wisely ordered. 3lp.,

Cartwright, to whom I Liad beeu apecinlly recommended, eamo to iy nasist
ance, and sympathised deeply and siacerely in thls, to me, uiexpeoted
calimity, and afier a short space of time, propused a temporary remeidy.
My case, ho acknowledged, was most trying, but not altogether hopoless;
and he submitted an arraogement which might be deemed only temporary,
or lasting, s future sveots should direct.” ‘Take charge, said he, of my
four sons, and u select number of pupils, during threo yeara; this will
provide you with honourable employment and a fair remuserativo, and if,
at the explration of that period, tho country does not present a reasunablo

rospeet of advavcemont, you might vetum to Scotland with credit. 'He
rurlher added that he did not think tho plan of the Grammar Schools and
University altogether deaperato, although it might take lunger time to
establish “them than wight bo convenient-or agrecable. In iy position
there was poalternative bot to acquiesce, aud I was soun enabled to return
to a healthy cheerfulaess, and to meet my difficulties with fortitudo and
resigoation. In tho ineantime, a strong attachment grew up between me
acd Mr, Cartwright, whom I found ‘to be a man of great capacity. and
Intelligence, of the atrictest honour and iufegrity, and, moreover, a sincere
Churchman from conviction, after deep enqulfy dnd research. A slinllar-

ity of feclinge nnd tactes tended tn steengthen and oonfirm our mutual
tegard, which at length ripened into a warm frimdahip, which ermtinued
without the alightest change or abalement Lill we were separated by dhath,
T was e the gasrding of hla childres, the Mghest and ant preciovs
rof of comfidence thal he could hnvn confetred upon me, and 1feel happy
n snying Uit uader my cunrdianahiip they becams worthy of their cxcdrem
father At Kingaton, Tformed othet fricndships, expeenlly with the Rav,
0r Btanrt, (e tector of the parish, and the Bishep's Dommiseary for
Upper Canada,  From this gentlemnn 1 receleed the most affestionste and
rerental attention pod mirics from the day of our Gral interview, std our
”ﬁmr‘ly intercoutse continued ever afier withent Interruption. .

ALD: Btewart'ssuggestion, T devoted all my Jeieure ime during the three
years of my engagement with Mr Cartwrizht to the rludy of Divinity,
with the virw of enlering the Church at ite expiration.  Accordingly, on
the second day of May, 1508, T was ordained Deacon by the Right Reverend
De. Mountaln, the fisst Protesiant Dishop of Quebee; and un the third dey
of June, 1804, T was admitled by the eame prelate Into the oly order of
Pricsti, and appointed to the mirsion of Cornwall, On eutering upon the
diecharge of lg.:'dulies of my mitistry, 1adopted the rule enjoined on
imothy by 8t Paul, to avord needless discunddons on religions rutjects,
aud wever o furget that T was zent to proclaim atrd tn teach the Gospel of
tha Lotd Jesue Chriet and Him crucified.  Therefote. when any came who
manifested a eincere desire to know 1he fruth, It wae my duiy, as It wae
my jny to cnovurage and Aesist them in their engultiens Got i they came
merely to disymte and wrangle for the eake of victory, I refured to Indulge
them, Dy euch A coutee, T gradoally acquired authority, and, notwith:
standing my youth and Inexprerience, I was able to repress supetciliovsnem
and 1o expusa fgnorance.  In the tmeantime, my walk and cobvermtivn
and {riendiy Leating to all aronnd me, increased tny influencs not tnly
with the young but wins the elderly part of the congregation, Morcover,
1 endeavoured to La «a all ocoarione prepared to give an apswer.with
tevetence W avery one of my patichioners who acked ma for a remson of
the hope that was in me.  With this view I made the study of the Holy
Seripturea, from which all the formularies of our Church are drawn, ray
daily practice; and after no litlle enqulr{, found bher Nook of Common
Prayer, her Creeds, her Thirty-nine Articles, her minlatralion of the Hol{
Sacraments, and her other minor officer in marvellova hatmony one wit
the other, Thir convictien «et my mind at test, and enabled me at all Umes
to speak with the boldnesr of conviction in faveur of our beloved Church,
and seith an inward satisfaction and fitmness of porpore which voder the
Divine blesxing has never changed, Notwithstandiog my carelul prepa-
ration, and vy knowledge fiom petronal iutercourse th.t my people
wera kindly disposed towards me, I felt excecdingly :‘gilalcd on preach-
ing my first sernion. Looking at iny andience I was deeply siruck with
my own weak and slender stinimnents, and the hwfu) responsibitlly 1
tind arenmned, and fron which there could be no retrest. I was now,
in the providence of Qo eccupying & station, if faithfully em&l’o{od,
of great social and religlous influence, anil of vast ounscquence both to
myse)l aud my peoples and if it ehould hiappen that the same congrein-
tion, ot npy member thereof, should take aby lurt or bindrance by
reavm of my negligence, I knew the greatners of the fault, and also the
horzible punishinent that would ensua. ~More than Sffy.sevcn years have
parsed away rince that serinon was preached, and [still beliold in the book
of remetnbrance the wholo of that scens ae if it were of yesterday, and Iam
nt thnics aven ye¢ similarly affected. My congregation in Cornmall was at
fiest very small, aud confined 10 the rillage and neighbourhood, conm‘uenuy
my olerienl duties wero go little burthensome as to leave tna rauch leisure
timo. Thus situsicd, I wasinduced to listen to the solicitations of the parents
of somo of iy pupils who hiad not finished their studies at Kingston to con-
tinue them atmy now mission, and also to the urgent cotroatics of many from
Lower as well a1 from Upper Canada, to. wlmit theirsons to the aameo privi-
lege, becauso there was at that timo no seminary in the couvntlry whore the
Protestant youth could obtain a liberal education, I spcat nine years very
aappily at Comwall, my timo was fully, and on tho whole, uscfully and
pleasantly occapied. My congregation gradually increnaed, and tho com-
tnupicants tnult p\icd yenr by year, I sought recrention oocasionally from
what T called missonary excuraions. T considerod my parish to extand
as far ae Brockeille, about sixty miles, and within this area [ mado from
time to time, as my avocations admitled, appointments for Divine wonship,
and for tho administeation of the sncrnments, These services wera dlelight-
fol to myself, and gratifying to the peoplo acattered throngh the wildorness,
Hundreds are still alive who were Luptized at these apointnents, rnd mavy
a thother'’s heart was filled with juy in behiolding her child mado A member
of Chirist, tho chitd of God, and luheritor of the kingdom of Yeaven.
In 1812 T was transferred to Toronto, then York, Ileft Comwall with
deop regret, yielding only to tho convictlon that it o enad tomea larger
ncl-r of tucliincss. lamy now parish my clerical duties wero very much
focrcased. But Latill contrived for wmany years to kce() “ﬁ my musionary
excursions through the distant settlements, and I ean stlll flua many of 'mti
baptized childrea In the Talbot settlemer the townships of Tecumse
aud Penctanguisheno, Orillia and Georgion, Port Hope, Coboury, &o,

The general progiess of the Church during all 1his time wrs much slower
than in?g‘b(. have beén cxpeeted.  In 1803, wo bad only five clergymen in
Upper Canada, nud ono Bishop for all Canada. In 1819 the clergy had
only 1ncreased to 16, with two miduary ck, plaivs.  Duaring the French
revolutionary wars emigration was next to nothing, and they dropped inby
singlo familics, It wne not till tho Amorican war of 1812, and after the
peaco of 1815, oo the return of the Leoops to the Mother Country, that
Canada becamo at all known, or that emigration began to cornmence fu
any ateength from the Uuited Kivgdom of Fugland and Ircland. {t was
indeed for many years very small aud imperfect in armngement, nor did it
come o any greater stfength till after 1831, Since then it has been at
times somuwlme fluctunting, but on the wholo very large, #ad altended
with a proportional ingreassof the clargy. In 1839 they numbered 61, a0d
ia 1857, just before the Bishopric of Huron was cstablished, thoy reached
1178, ang-ni this tune they arqsup 1 to bo rathier more than two bundred,

reslded over by two Bishops, with the prospect of soon having a third.

okine at the progress of the Church through n vista of sixty years, 1
feel l‘zngmt exii:o,‘:fr:?idg. sod moro especially Leauu Ican witosss to its
contitiued peace and moderation.



