
OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

"At the time wC wr:te this extensive Province
peopl· d with one million freemen, in posses.-
; of th-oc civil and religious blessings which

.a alonc be woIn and er.joyed by an enterprising
ci vigorous peopk."

Tav number of on':ies at this Exhibition was
oapis of 3,000 ; the tumber of visitors com-

pied at about 40,000, and the total expendi-
: aiunt:ng to £2400.
lu 1852 another charge, greatly affecting the

terests of agriculture und the mechanical aria
in the Province, took place. A new depart-

eut was added to the Provincial Goverument,
z,!er the designation of the "Bureau of Agri-
cture."

The tbject of the new governmental depart-
cent was " to centralize atd perfect, by means
A the appointmtut of a member of the Execut-
te Government spEcially charged with such
Wies, the system or organization under which
Agricultural Societies, the Provincial Agricul-
'ial Association, and Boards of Agriculture,
ad been for some time in existence ; to give
Leze bdies, in both sections of the Province,
amore direct means of co:,mnnication with the
govern'nent ; to it crease the facilities for carry-
itg out their objects, so as to produce more val-
uble results ; and to afford to the Legislature,
ni to the Province generally, a ready means
cfuscertaining wbat those resuits were.' he
lion. Malcolm Camer n was the first incai-
lent of this rew office, under the title of I Min-
Lter of Agriculture."

The eighth Proincial Exhibition was hold in
Hîmilten. The whole amount of prizes offered
ras £ 1,602, being an increase of £130 on the
jnvious year ; the number of entries was 2,820.
Tis Exhibition was considered as an improve-
tent on that held at Toronto. The general
hiplay cf mechanical work and of domestie
Mninactures was very good, showing both pro-
pus and corfid' Uce in home productions. The
number of visitors was about 30,000. In the
aial address, the senior Vice-President, Mr.

Tradwell, who in the absence of the President,
1fr. Matthie, was called upon to perform that
hty, raid : "Our railways have been located,
id are in progress of construction.'' Time and
îiqey bave finished the work, and we are now
aping the benefits of those gigantie enterprises
ieb at these earlier Exhbitions were ouly

Ven of or slowly progressing.
la 1854 the Board of Agriculture. presented. a

gort to the Government, in which they expres-
ird their opinion of tue character of the pro-
fheiai Exhibitions, and the use they had been
kothe country in thefollowing words
'The last two Exhibitions, held at Toronto
l Hamilton, respectively, were attended by a

ai concourse of visitors; and not only were
bI stock and articles for competition much
Iger in. amount than at previous ehows, but
mal new things were introd.ucedand .the

genoral quality of the whole was of a bigher
character than heretofore. In implements and
machinery a very marked improvement was b-
vionu, and in the varied productions, adapted to
a northern climate, il is believed that the Ex-
hibitions of the Upper Canada Aesociation are
not excelled by any on this continent."

The year 1854 brought the niuth Exhibition
to London. The site Felected was the old Par-
ade ground, abr)ut twenty-eight acres in extent.
The influence of railways began now to be felt.
The Great Western Railway Company offered
to convey articles to and froi the Exhibition
free of charge. The influx of visit'ors Was very
great, and at one time it was stated that 25,000
person were present,-white the total number of
visitors was thought to be not less than at
Hamilton and Toronto. The amount offered in
prizes was £1,794, and the number of entries
2,933. The pecuniary condition of the Aesoci-
ation was rapidly becoming uore flourishing,
the balance in band, on the 21st Sept., 1854,
being £1,332 14s. 4id.

The tenth Exhibition was held at Cobourg-
The prize list for 1855 amounted to £2,304, or
about £520 more than had been oifered at any
previons Exhibition. In agricultural imple-
ments and domestic manufactures it fell short of
its predecessors ; but in the cattle department
it was considered to be equal, if not superior, to
any which had taken piace on this continent.
The 1President David Christie, Esq., M.PP..
stated in the annual address that, " We think
we eau mark in each succeeding Exhibition un-
mistakable proof of the rapid progress which
Canada is making in the social scale. But such
evidence is not confined to our Provincial Ex-
hibitions. At the Industrial Exhibitions of
London, New Yor k and Paris, those great mile-
stones in the pathway of the world's progres,
the word ' Canada' is broadly marked."

The eleventh Exhibition was held at Kingston
in September, 1856. Here the first permanent
building for the purposes of the Association was
erected. The Government granted a license
of occupation for the term of twenty years on a
part of the Penitentiary farm lot of about
twenty acres in area. Here the Local Com-
mittee erected a building of wood and glass.
This structure is of the form of a Greek cross,
the transepts being 190 feet long and 56 broad.
The height of the cupola is 60 feet, but ths3 gen-
eral height of the building not more than 34
feet. The grounds are enclosed with a perman-
ent board fence. The entire expense of the
building,,offices,&., amonnted to £3,918. The,
number of entries at the. Exhibition was up-
wards of 3,790. Agricultural implements,
manufactures in metals, carriages, cabinet
ware, woollen goods and manufactures gen-
erally were well represented, and the entries
considerably exceeded those of-any former Ex-

.hibition. The amount odinpremupnew:
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