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in an »in pleasant position. Much of hU subsistenoo dcpondfid on the go<#d

will of those who .-ilher soM or used this enemy to hummi peace.

On duty and its diHioulties he took a careful look, and with a moral hero-

ism, not often in these days equalled, and seldom excelled, he under-

took to grapi)l(J with inteni|»eriuic(', and if possible to mUigate the suffering*

of those around him. It must hove be remembered that at that period Pre-

lacy, as the Slate religion, had more influence in New Brunswiik than in

Nova Scotia ; that all who were not within its pale were viewed with compa-

rative contempt by those in power, ihat, for exam[)le, none but an Episcopal

flerL'vman or a Srpiire could solemniiJC mari'iage, that Episcopalians were

almost exclusively in the magistracy, and above all, that not a little of the

usual and necessary revenue of th(" County iirose from th(! licenses granted

to .etailers of strong drink. For a dissenter, then, to appear before the as-

sociated magistracyOf tii(.' County, and to rleliver such a discourse on the

danger of the drunkard, and on "the criminality of those who mamifacture

him" simply bv the uuthoritv of Christ, in a Court House and on a week-day

was an undertaking on ))eha!t of the eau^e of temperance requiring more mo-

ral herdsm than a' hundred of tho<e efforts which temperance lecturers now

m:ik3; .i't.'ntimes by the desecration of the Sabbath, and under a tax of

fi.ii, -enr c 01' ninepence a head from their hearers for admission. They thus

frei^.^ntly ilerive profi^ from their labors, while he ran the risk of a power-

ful opposiiion. if not of tlie lo^s there of sustenance for his family. Another

o'.outnsmn-^., which occu'-red aL the moment add.'d to his diiriculties. A
fr, ,.i;i )-elor.n;in^- to the Mench of ilagistrates had promised to introduce hiiu

to i'iie Courraiuf -'.'q'lesi for elm a hearing. IJiit on Mr McLean's repair-

"np, -.0 the p''ue vviiere nc. hr.d engag(.'d to meet him, he fousid that his friend's

coiaagi. I'ad failed, nor .lid he make his appearance that day. So that Mr

M. hud to go alone. Literally, " no man stood by him." Yet he could not

think of turning l)ack. and so "far from encountering oi)en opposition, he was

instrumentid in arousing some from their lethargy and danger, ard found that

" When a man's ways please the Lord he muketh even his enemies to be at

peace with him." tie lifted up his voice like a trumpet, and showed to hi*

fellow subjects their sin and tlu ir duty. His sermon was not a mere thread-

bare lecture : but an exhibition of the authority of the law of God, and when

he '• reasoned of temperance and judgment to come," it was not merely a

" moral suasif)n" appeal about the good of the creature, and a matter of pe-

cuniary interest to the County funds. It was all this, and also an earnest

exhibition of the manner in which Temperance ought always to be present-

ed, a i)resentation of the guilt -ind danger before God, of the traffic in hquid

poison. At '• the reipiest of a number of those who heard it delivered" his

sermon was published. It has not only contributed much to awaken atten-

tion, and to give an impulse to the cause of temperance in the surroundmg

oountrv ; but it was probal)ly the hrst contribution, through the press, to this

salutary reform in the British Provinces.* As we shall subsequently see,

he continued during life his /.eal in the Temperance cause, as subservient to

the spread of pure and nndefiled religion. The result was that no licenses

were granted during that year.

Wc hope to republish this dispoursc in a future number, as the subjci-t is a pro-

minent one in our own dny, wlu'n this and other rountries are ngitated on the subject

of the prohibition of the tnttfic in intoxii-.ating drinks, arid wheu the duty of those lu

nuthovitv in rcfcreucc to it is so freely discussed.


