
24 GREAT FIRE AT MIRAMICHI.

flames ascending from. one to two hundred fee't
above the tops of the loftiest trees and the

fire rolling forward with inconceivable celerit yý
presented the terribly sublime appearance of an

impetuous flaming ocean. In less than an hour, Ïl

Douglas - Town and Newcastle were in a blaze: «many of the wretched inhabitants perished in the
flames. More than a hundred miles of the

Miramichi were laid waste, independent of the

north-west branch, the Baltibag, and the Nappen

settlements. From one to two hundred persons
perished within immediate observation,. while

thrice that number were miserably burned or
wounded, and at'least two thousand were left des-

titute of the means of subsistence, and were h
thrown for a time on the humanity of the Pro- v

vince of New Brunswick. The number of lives r(
that were lost in the woods could not at the time Wi

be ascertained, but it was thought few were left

to tell the tale.
Newcastle presented a fearful scene of ruin e,

and devastation, only fourteen out of two hundred
and fifty houses and stores remained standing.

The court-house, jail, church, and barracks,
Messrs. Gilmour, Rankin, and Co-'s, and Messrs.

Abrams and Co.'s establishment, with two ships on
the stocks, were reduced to, ashes. 01


