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WHENCE CAME THE AMERICAN INDIANS? 67%

here. It is possible to enumerate the physical characteristics of the
American Indian to an indefinite extent, and still it would be found that
the extremes of type between tribes are usually much less than be-
tween individuals of the same tribe. In general, the extremes found
among the peoples of the Old World are not found in America; but
the average or mean of the American is about the same as that of men
in the rest of the world.

On this subject there has been much research; tomes have been
written, methods of examination refined, and extensive systems of

‘anthropometrlc observations made; but, the more thorough the in-

vestigation, the firmer is the conclusmn that the aboriginal peoples of
America cannot be allied preferentially to any one branch of the hu-
man race in the Old World. The research, in its refinement, has created
an art of anthropometry ; but its practice has not produced a system of

. ethnology. The failure of somatology to solve the problem of the der-

ivation of the North-American Indian from some other people in the
Old World has led to other methods of 1nvest1gatlon, which must now

" be considered. ~

Let us look at the state of industries among our tribes. All were
skilled in the manufacture and use of stone knives, spears, and arrow-
heads. All, or nearly all, of them made pottery. All of them con-
structed dwellings of the material most available for that purpose in
their several habitats,—those of the Arctic clime making snow huts;
those of the arid regions, stone houses; those of the Everglades, shell-
revetted palefits, or key dwellings; and all utilizing the materials near -
their.own homes in dwellings of a great variety of structure.

In various directions, now here, now there, the several tribes had at-
tained to ahigh degree of skill in the textile arts. The extent to which
the skill of the natives in the production of artifacts had advanced—
with one article here and another there, so that altogether many and
diverse industries were produced—is simply marvellous; especially
when we consider that metallurgy was scarcely developed in the Western
Hemisphere, no tools of bronze or iron being used in manufacturing.

The domiciliary structures and articles of primitive industry are
greatly diversified, and often are made with great skill and ingenu-
ity. But this grand fact stands out in high relief; viz., that every-
where the local industries were adapted to the immediate environment,
and the people learned to use chieﬂy those things which were furnished
them by nature in the several regions they inhabited. Sometimes they
supplemented their stores by bartering with adjacent tribes. Every




