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CHEAP FREIGHT RATE
ON ENGLISH MOTORS

American Machines Pay -More
—Plans of Plimley Auto-
mobile Company

(From Saturday’s Daily)

An interesting piece of news regard-
ing the commercial situation at Vic-
toria yesterday was gleaned during a
visit to the Plimley Automobile com-
pany’s garage on Government street.
Explaining how English motors could
be laid down so cheaply in Victoria as
compared with the American machines,
P. Clark, the manager, remarked that
the freight charges were less. A lit-
tle questioning elicited the fact that
this was due to the water freight com-
petition of the Blue Funnel line.

Since these steamers have been ply-
ing between this port and the old
country, the C.P.R. in order to hold
its business, has had to make a spe-
cial rate on through freight from Eng-
land via its own steamers on the At-
lantic and railroad lines which is lower

‘ than the freight rate on goods from
eastern American manufacturing cities
to the coast over American lines. This
is true of automobiles, and presumably
of other kinds of freight also. This
puts the local motor dealers in an ex-
.ceptional position, and - should -also
have a marked effect on other kinds of
businesses, especially machinery.

There is another reason why motors
are cheaper here, and that is the huge
duty in the States, which amounts to
48 per cent. The American. manu-
facturers, it seems; have -not given the
public the advantage of any portion of
this protection but have simply added
the duty to the cost of the machines.
Thus in New York and the eastern
states there are a lot of English and
French machines in use, for they can
pay the duty and still be sold at a
profit. i

The Plimley Automobile company is
maturing plans for starting branch es-
tablishments both in Seattle and San
Francisco. = Mr. Clark says that thanks
to the lower freight rate and the en-
ormous profit charged on American
machines he can pay the duty and then
undersell the American machines on
the Seattle market. For instance he
can sell the big Humber touring car
in Seattle for $4,500 and guarantee it
in any kind of test to be superior to
any $5,000 machine on the American
market. Another reason for. this is
the labor facilities in the old country.
The Humber machines are made in
Coventry, England, where there is a
very large industrial population, and
where the company has been manufac-
turing bicycles for years. The skilled
work demands high pay, but there is a
great deal of work on a motor.which
is not skilled in the proper sense, such
as polishing, filing, painting, etc. This
can be and is done by boys Wwho are
learning the business, just as well as
by men. But the boys get from $2.50
to $4 a week for such work, while in
an American factory such work is
done by men getting from $3 to $4 a
day. This makes a great difference
in the cost of the machines.” The
company also intends opening branches
this year in various parts of the is-
land where gasoline and other motor
supplies can be -obtained.

The Plimley Automobile compiny is
already receiving its new .stock, and

three big 30 h.p. Humbers of the 1908}

model, but otherwise like the  big red
machine so familiar on the streets of
Victoria, have already "beén received
and more are on the way. These ma-
chines are sold here for $3,750 and the
company has a standing challenge for
any kind of test with any $5,000 Ameri-
can touring car. The challerige, how-
ever, has never been taken up. These
machines, it may be said, are the first
out of the works, ordered early sor
the convenience of patrons. They also
have a number of the 15 h.p. machines
which are sold for $2,750 and are very
pcpular.

Discussing the reasons why. Euro-
pean, and especially English machines,
develop as much actual power as
American machines of;.a much higher
nominal horse power, Mr. Clarke said
it was due to two reasons. .One is that
the manufacturers. in the . States, . to
help the sale of the machines, nabitu-
ally .rate their machines at a higher
horse power than they are really en-
titled to, a system known to the trade
as “catalogue horsepower.” The other
he aacribed to the system of trials in
vogue in England. These competitions
are divided into classes for machines
of a certain horse power, this being
estimated from given dimensions of
parts of the engineé and cylinders.
Thus, in order to win these coveted
trophies the English manufacturers
have set themselves to the problem of
producing more horse power than an
engine of given nominal horse power
is supposed to produce. This may be
in a sense an attempt to .beat the
rules; but it has had 'the .effect of
evolving a very powerful type of en-
gine. :

Apart from their Humbers, the
Plimley people carry a stock of Clem-
ent-Talbot macaines; an English ma-
chine equipped with a French type of

engine made in England. Next to the .

Clement-Talbots were seen some of
the six horse power Humber run-
abouts. Taese little machines are sold
for $900, and have proved so popular
that the company has disposed of no
fewer than 50 of them in British Co-
lumbia alone. They claim extraordin-
ary wearing capacity for these little
machines, and, indeed, for all the Hum-
ber makes. The big red Humber, the
first brought over here, has run over
12,000 miles since its arrival and shows
no signs of wear except to the tires.
. The Plimley company has an exceed-
ingly, well-equipped garage. Behind
the main part of the building is the
repair shop with the repair pits. At
the back again a new 25 horse power
boiler is being installed for the heat-
ing of the garage. Tais is for the
benefit of the patrons who keep their
machines there, and is part of the new
heating plant which will prevent any
possible chance of any machines being
damaged by frost in their water jack-
ets in the very improbable contingency
of a cold snap during the winter. Most
of the machines in the garage, - and,
indeed, all English macaines, are water
cooled. This is the general custom
everywhere the American Franklin be-
ing, perhaps, the best known machine
that is air cooled. The objection made
to air cooling by those of the other
school, is not that the system does not
cool, but ‘that it causes loss of power
and an exra accumulation of carbon
in the cylinders, whica again causes
further loss of powe:.

An interesting little machine is that
which apends its time recharging the
accumulators which are used on Hum-
ber machines, and which will suffice to
supply the electricdl spark for from
250 to 500 miles. American machines
use drv cell batteries instead to start
the engine going, which also works tae
magnate, but the accumulators are
more economical In the long run, pro-

vided the owner lives where he can g
his accumulator ;recharged from time
to time. As they are only used till the
engine gets - running, and then are
switched off, the recharging process:is
not-often necessary. :

Sunk several feet below the ground
is 'a 500 gallon storage tank for 8as-
oline, 30 the garage is never out “of
gasoline. It is equipped wita a gelf
registering pump, ®o that the patron
can see exactly how much he is get-
ting.

An auction of a dozen machines un-
der the auspices of the Plimley Auto-
mibile company will be held today at
their garage on -Langley street at 1
o'clock. It speaks volumes for the
prosperity of the cify, and incidentally
of the motor business, that all 'these
machines are being sold because their
owners have bougnt larger or higher
powered machines, and have 1o use
for both. All kinds of machines are
there, from the 6 horse power run-
about to the 35 horse power touring
car. Four of the machines are Rover
runabouts, one is a Canadian Buick,
and the others are of various American
makes. As good bargains may be rea-
sonably expected, a large attendance
is looked for at the sale.

PULP LAND LEASEHOLDS

Handloggers May Invade Them in
Consequence of Legal Advice
They Have Received

Vancouver, Nov. 8—As a conse-
quence .of information concerning the
nature. of ' pulp leases on this coast,
disclosed at recent trials of handlog-
gers on tharges of the theft -of timber,
legal advice has been given the hand-
loggers that they may legally log on
these leaseholds, and this action is now
threatened. If the handloggers at-
tempt to break in on the pulp reserves
arrests will undoubtedly follow and a
test case taken to the courts.

For six or seven years during which
the pulp leases have been effective it
has been generally thought that the
position of the holders of the leases
with respect to the timber covered
by them-was impregnable, and no at-
tempt was ever made by loggers to
actively take logs off the leaseholds.
Save in one instance, none of the pulp
companiés 'have yel commenced the
erection of pulp mills, and the timber
on the reserves has been tied up.

As a consequence of information re-
garding the leases gathered during one
of the recent trials, a search of the
leases was made," with the result that
the handloggers have  been advised
that under their licenses they have a
right to log on these lands. This ad-
vice is to the effect that the leases
granted to their holders the right to
all timber “suitable for. pulp manufac-
ture on the lands, but it is now assert-

Led that if the pulp: companies desiré to

hold fir and cedar timber they wiil
have to do so: by taking out special
licenses, as in the case of.all - other
loggers.

The pulp leaseholds being still crown
lands, and handloggers’ licensées ap-
plying to crown lands, the handloggers,
intend to make an .onslaught on. the
leases shortly. = These leases cover
large areas on Johnson - strait, Drury
inlet, Greénway channel and Brough-
ton island. -

PROTEST AGAINST ASIATICS

| Vancouver. Exclusionists ‘'Address Let:

ter to Sir Wilfrid &:uri;r Against. g

t,v() iental Seamen 3

The Vangouver-Exchision -Lieague has
addressed . a: letter” . to - Sir: Wilfrid
Laurier complaining regarding. the em-
ployment of :Asiatics as .members of
the crews of steamers paid mail-sub-
sidies. -The letter:reads: .\ - ... -

Sir,—Thée - Asiatic. Exclusion  League/
beg to draw:your. attention-to the faot
that steamers carrying mail, and oth-
er steamers in réceipt.of subsidies from
the Dominion government, have meém-
bers of theircrew, of.-Asiatic origin,
and beg to request, that in future no
more contracts he given or subsidies
granted to,any steamship line' which
has among. {t§ ‘ergw. people of Asiatic
origin. The Australan colonies some
years ago ‘adopted the policy of giving
neither mail, contragts” nor - subsidies
except to ships carrying an all-white
crew. The~}arge: steamship ‘lines" at-
tempted - to obtain and did obtain-the
assistance ‘of “thé' Imperial government
in their protest against the adoption
of this policy, but the firm attitude of
the Australian colonies, notwithstand-
ing the attendant inconvenience and
delay of having to teke advantage
only of the occasional boats which
carried "“all-white’” crews, resulted in
the larger companies accepting the
conditions imposed by the Australian
government, with the result that the
Asiatic and Lascar crews were éntirely
displaced by white men. The advant-
age of a mercantile marine being com-
posed of white men is of such obvi-
ous value from an imperial and inter-
colonial standpoint that it will at once
appeal to you; and in our opinion an
“all-white” crew is not of secondary
importance to an all-red route, which
you have. championed for so many
years.

Mark Twain Stories

At a Society dinner some time ago
the great American humorist had just
finished a piquant' address when a
Mr. Evarts, a’'lawyer, rose, thrust both
his hands down into his trousers pock-
ets, -as was his habit, and laughingly
remarked—

“Doesn’t it ‘strike this company as a
a little unusual that a professional
humorist should be funny?”

Mark Twain waited until the laugh-
ter, excited by this sally, had subsided,
and- then drawled out—

Doesn’t it strike this company as a
little unusual that a professional law-
yer should have his hands in his own
pockets ?”

It is said that the roars of laughter
which greeted Mark’s retort could be
heard streets away.

At another dinner party Mark Twain
was somewhat strangely involved ina
curious wager by a clever move of an
ingenious guest—a Mr. Daly—the re-
presentative of a notorious city in the
States. The wager lay between Mr.
Daly and Mark Twain, and was to the
effect that who told the biggest lie
won. Mr. Daly claimed the right to
start, which was readily granted by
his opponent, and he spouted fqrth--

“Well, ladiés and gentlemen, there was!

once a gentleman in (mentioning the
city he represented. who——"'

The genial Mark rose at this point,
and interrupted with the drawling re-
mark—*“Ladies and gentlemen, he has
won!”

Jap’s Fight With a Tiger’

A plucky Japanese lies in the Muar
hospital, Singapore, suffering from
wounds received from a tiger, whih
he had attacked with an iron bar in
an attempt to save another coolie, who
was being carried off by the brute.
He is not expected to live.
got away = with

its prey.—Singapore

Free Press.

At present the leases return |-
-merely a nominal rental per acre.

The tigery

MANY TRAVELERS
LOOK AT ALBERN

Demand for House Accommo-
~ dation Makes Rentals
Advance

Alberni, Nov. 6.—In daylight and in
black darkness, through storms and
through fair weather, the automobile
traffic between Nanaimo and Alberni
continues with no sign of decrease.
There are now three machines on the
run, and there is enough business to
keep them all moving when they are
in commission.

The people who come and 8o - at
this season are on business bent; they
are the scouts or forerunners of the
great army of outside investors whose
invasion of this locality is expected
shortly to commence.

Real estate and timber speculators,
with an occasional mining man, com-
pose the transients of today, and there
are many schemes in many minds that
are never divulged. Nearly every
stranger has an air of mystery about
him, and after spending a couple of
hours or a couple of days; as the case
may be, he leaves the town without
taking the anxious public into his
confidence.

Any man who might have any con-
nection with the Canadian Pacific
Railway company is looked to.furnish
some hint of what the big corpora-
tion is going to do towards settling
the question of where the centre of
business activity ‘will be. Everybody
understands that the C. P. R. holds
the Anderson townsite, that large
tract of fine land which stretches
along the waterfront from the old
town to the new, a distance of two
miles, and extends back up the gentle
slope about one mile; and the #hen
who have money to invest want some
knowledge of the company’s inten-
tions in regard to the location of a
station.

The announcement by Mr. Marpole
that the terminus will be in New Al-
berni, where the deep water is, has
had some tendency to encourage in-
vestors to look favarably upon sale-
able property in the vicinity of the
present; wharf, but the great majority
of the people who have already taken
up residence or established them-
selves in business have chosen the
old town. Three months ago Alberni
was notable for its number of vacant
houses and stores, but today the find-
ing of a. place ‘to live or do business
is. a problem, and in consequence,
there has been a sharp rise in rental
values. = Contractors are busy with
schemes, but-as yet there has been no
building of any importange undertak-
en. =

On; Monday night, the young men of
the old town met and organized the
Alberni Athletic and Social club, and
this afternoon twenty ladies formed
themselves into a basbetball club.” In
both organizations there are a number
of ardent; devotees of indoor and out-

"door- sports, and-‘the outlook for a

lively season is most promising. The
mien will play football, association and
rugby, -and * basketball.: " They : « will
have as: competitors the . Indian
school team, and:a combigatien from
the railway location camp. which: is
now located five miiles from town. The’
1adies ‘confine” theirs m%ic A=
‘bitions 'to baskethall, and pe  to

have: two téeam§ inftown out-ef which

-a combination ‘will be selected for the

-undoing of Nanmaimo 'or..any  other
nearhy place.

~The -small- boys have caught the

‘faptball fever and are putting in. daily
.practices i the -hope:of a meeting

with something' their ‘'own  size, either

“from -the Indian school, the new town,

or.'Nanaimo.

Lord Curzon to' Run’

Hull, Eng., Nov." 8.—Lord Curzon of
Kedleston, ‘ chancellor “of Oxford uni-
versity, and’ ex-Viceroy of India, has

| consented - to “contest the wseat in the

House of Commons for - West Hull{

.made vacant by ‘the. elevation of Hon’

Chas. Henry Wellesly Wilson .to: the
Deerage. . A

IS LEAVING TRANSVAAL
FOR BRITISH GOLUMBIA

Letter From Englishman Dis-
gusted With Conditions in
South Africa

According to reports hundreds of
Englishmen in the Transvaal’ are out
of employment, destitute and unable
to reach the coast.

A number of those with mean& have
already left for Canada, and more are
coming. The provincial bureau of in-
formation is in receipt of frequent en-
quiries regarding the situation here.
The following letter from a prospec-
tive immigrant in reply to one from
F. I Clarke, of the provincial bureau,
is extremely interesting:

Boksburg Hospital, P., 0. Box 211,
Boksburg, Transvaal, South Africa,
October 5, 1907.

Frank I Clarke, Esq., Assistant Sec-
‘retary Bureau of Provincial In-
formation, Victoria, B. C.—Dear
Sir:

I have to thank you very much, in-

deed, for the volume of information

you have sent me in MNgard to Brit-
ish Columbia.

You prove beyond doubt that your
country has - wonderful possibilities,
and that a young man cannot go
wrong as long as he is prepared to
work. I shall leave here in the spring
and hope to reach Wancouver via
England about May or June next year,
It is my ‘intention to seek employment
for at least a year, after which I will
invest my money in some venture,
probably in Vancouver island. I know
the accountant or clerk is not encour-
aged in British Columbia, but as 1
have had. a varied commercial experi-
ence, including three years’ account-
ancy and railways (apprentice) and
five years railways, mine accountancy
and resident secretary to one of the
Jargest government hospitals in the
Transvaal, I think there should be ga
chance of employment, however small.
My sole reason for leaving the Trans-
vaal is that an Englishman cannot
very well stick to the new order of
things here. It is one continual run
of strife between the Dutchman, the
capitalist and the coloured races.

There are hundredd out of employ-
ment, unable to raise enough money
to get to the coast, let alone to other
countries. Yours faithfully,

GEO. FOSTER,
Resident Secretary.

THE NEW TARIFF
- OF AUSTRALIA

British Co.r',ﬁmis‘gion lssues a
Memorandum Giving a
Full Analysis

The Tariff commission have” pub-
lished a memorandum 'giving a full
analysis, with numerous tables, of 'the
new Australian tariff (Vacher and
Stons)x, Great Smith street, Westmin-
ster).

The main points brought out in this
memorandum are given in the follow-
ing summary, prepared by the com-
mission:

1. A complete examination of the
new  Australian tariff shows that,
while it will probably lead to a trans-
ference of trade from foreign coun-
tries co the United Kingdom, and af-
feet the relative proportions of the
different branches of the exports of
the United Kingdom to Australia, it is
not likely to @iminish, and may, on
the whole, increase, the total volume
of those exports,

2. -Under the _previous tariffs the
British share of the Australian im-
port. market was steadily diminishing.
In the three years ending 1896 70 per
cent. of the Australian imports came
from °"the United Kingdom and 16 per
cent. from foreign countries; in the
three years ending 1906 the percent-
ages were 60 and 26 respectively.

3. Since thé 1902  tariff came into
force the Australian ‘customs revenue
dgclined steadily, except in the finan-
cial year 1906-7, and in 1905-6 was
nearly £1,000,000 below. that of 1902-3.

4. In 1906 the customs duties
amounted to 17 per cent. of the value
of the imports, as compared with 21
per cent. in 1903. In the same. period
the duties raised on the largest di-
vision of imports, “apparel and tex-
tiles,’ fell from 14 to 12 per cent. of
the imports; on “earthenware, china,
glass, etc.,” from 21 to 19 per cent.; on
“leather and rubber” from 18 to 13
per cent.; on “metals and machinery”
from 7 to 6 per cent.

5. It thus appears that a revision of
the tariff had become necessary in the
interests of the Australiam revenue.
The.new| tariff-is ‘mlso:designed to de-
velop Australian industry with special
provisions to ensure to Australian
labor - a - fair share of the
benefit; 'and to ~ encourage impor-
tations from the United Kingdom ra-
ther than. from foreign countries of
such manufacturés as Australia does
not at present, and cannot reasonably
expect in“the near future to make for
herself, * T

6. The new tariff comprises (a) gen-
eral ‘duties at:ad valorem and specific
(rates; (b) preferential rates applicable
alone -to United Kingdom goods; (c)
a general free list -applicable to all
couritries; (&) @ United King-
dom™* free ‘list «-for = goods which
are ‘dutiable when ‘imported from oth-
er: countries, thus émbodying the prin-
ciple of"the Empire free list in the
new Canadian tariff.’

7./ The classification is not altered in
prineiple, .but the numoer of items
separately garifﬁg]‘_,llm been greatly
incredsed,  making & general comparison
between the old’ “new :rates ex-
tremely” difiéyls - e Y i

8. The rateS of duiy have, on ' the
whole, been: incrégfed.” "Thus in 1906
the “piece. goods®*Imported -were sub-
Ject to ‘am’ average. tariff of 10 per
cent.; if' the new tartff had  been  in
force, these. goods would have been
subject-to an ai/e'x‘age tariff "of 16 per
cent. - Similarly, \machinery was: sub-
Ject te an averags tariff of 7 1-4 per
cent.' under the’ 6ld.tariff, but if im-
ported under - the new ‘tariff would
have 'had to pay 38 1-2 per cent, -

9. The adoption: in-tHe:new tariff of
theé” principle -of ‘‘preference for goods
of "United Kingdomm ‘origin has the ef-
‘fect in- all "the tariff" groups, except
[ “stimulants” and/“tobacco,” of ~mak-
[ifig the: increas * the .tariff against
‘United ' Kingdom " goods - appreciably
‘less” than againstithe ‘goods from ,oth-
"eér “countries:. . " - 3
<10, Preference ~
Kingdom - godds
‘Goods” of United
admitted free while other goods
subject to duty; (bh) goods of United
Kingdom origin are subject to lower
duties than other goods.

11. In the largest and most impor-
tant division (l.e., apparel and tex-
tiles), in which- the imports in 1906
exceeded 12 1-4 millions sterling, the
general rise is from an average of 13
to 20 1-2 per cent. ad valorem; but
while the tariff against United King-
dom goods has been increased by 6
1-2 per cent, the increase against
other goods has been 9 3-4 per cent.
ad valorem. -

Ninety per cent., or £8,500,000 worth
of the imports of apparel and textiles
imported from the United Kingdom
is subject to preference rates; while
of the trade done by other countries
62 1-2 per cent., or £2,400,000 worth,
is subject to preference rates if im-
ported from the United Kingdom.

12. In the “metals and machinery”
division an analysis of 90 per cent. of
the total shows that, while the. av-
erage rate on goads coming from the
United Kingdom has been increased
by 7.1 per cent., ithe increase against
other countries has been 7.6 per cent.

The portion analysed shows that
£3,600,000 out of the total of £5,300,-
000 of “metals and machinery” im-
ported from the United Kingdom re-
ceives preference rates; while of the re-
maining £3,060,000 of imports from
other countries £1,400,000 worth re-
ceives preference rates if imported
from the United Kingdom, more than
£250,000 worth coming under the op-
eration of the United Kingdom free
list.

13. On “paper and stationery” the
average tariff against United King-
dom goods has been increased by 1.0
per cent., but against other countries
the increase has been 9 1-2 per cent.

In this division £643,000 worth, or
nearly 60 per cent., of the imports
from the United Kingdom receive pre-
ference rates; and of the imports from
other countries 93 per cent., or £681,-
000 worth are granted preference if
imported from the United XKingdom.
Nearly two-thirds- of this £681,000 re-
ceive preference by the application of
the principle of the United Kingdom
free list.

14. In the “earthenware, china, and
glass” group the duties against Unit-
ed Kingdom goods have been Increas-
ed by 6.1 per cent. ad valorem; against
other goods the increase 1is 9.6 per
cent. ad valorem.

15. The 1900 value of the Australian
imports placed on the United King-
dom free list is not less than &£ 3;000,-
000. In addition, the value of goods
placed -on.the general free list, avail-
able for the United Kingdom and ail
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other countries, is not less than £7,-
750,000.

16. At the Colonial conference of
1907 Mr. Deakin, speaking for the
Commonwealth government, laid down
the principles on which Australian
preference might be arranged in the
event of reciprocal concessions from
the United Kingdom, but added “that
“the extent to which we can approach
a complete. mutual exchange will,  of
course, be governed by the . attitude
which is adopted here (in the United
Kingdom) towards our proposals.”

17.. The examination of the' - new
Australian tariff shows over how large |
an area the principles foreshadowed |
by Mr. Deakin have .been applied, and |
also .shows  that there. still remains . a
lafge ‘area of-imports to which . the
principle of preference can.be extend-
ed (a) by enlarging the United King-
dom free list, adding thereto " articles
from the general free list and making
them “dutiable Svhen hot impotted from
the United Kingdom; and (b) by dif-
ferential duties .on goods ' which are|
| now. dutiable gt the:same rates what-
-ever their origin. ;

AUFETHATES
WORSE THAN DEATH
Discussion in Frange Aboutf

Abolition of -Death
Penalty

-

In the*discussion now going .on over
the retention or -abolition of the ‘death
penalty - in  France one: of the inost
keenly disputed points is the manner
in, which the penal settlements in New
Caledonia - and French Guiana are
managed, says a Paris despatch.
Whilst one party maintains that a
convict, besides costing considerably
more than a French soldier to keep,
is much better housed, fed, and gen-
erally treated, others describe in vi-
vid terms the almost unspeakable
horrors that have to be borne as long
as life lasts, which is but for a short
period of months as a rule. And
both sides are supported by official
documents and testimony of writers
who have personally visited and in-
spected the bagnes they depict.

One of the most expert of these
is undoubtedly M. Paul Richard, who
has been making a study of the con-
ditions of life in Cayenne and giving
the readers of the “Silecle” the result
in a series of articles extending over
the last fortnight, and not yet con-
cluded. His evidence summarily dis-
poses of all ideas of luxury and hap-
piness in connection with life sen-
tences.

One of the most detailed descrip-
tions is devoted to the settlement on
the banks of the Kuru river, where
nine hundred - convicts are kept in
five isolated camps, lost in the depths |
of the otherwise virgin forest, and
one principal depot named ‘Les
Roaches.” Three of these camps hold
only about fifty prisoners, each iny
charge of a single warden, but are
vigited every week by a doctor and
the chief inspector. It was during the
weekly visit to one of these, Gour-
donville, a few years ago, that a bur-
lesque incident occurred. The of-
ficials had left' the launch on which
they used to make their inspection,
and were accompanied by the engin-
eer with the keys necessary to set the
machinery in motion. They had not
gone far, however, when they were
saluted with a chorus of triumphant
sirens and whistles, and saw the boat
full of convicts careering full speed
down stream. The men had contriv-
ed to manufacture wooden keys, and
kept on their way, greeting each
camp as they passed in the same
fashion until .they reached the sea.
Here they broached a cask of rum,
and next morning were found, all
stupidly drunk, drifting along the
Demerara coast.

Like most forest camps, Gourdon-
ville is built of little square log huts
like ‘a negro village, every hut having
three or four occupants, and no fur-
niture beyond strips of canvas
Stretched on pegs to serve as couches.
All night long-through the interstices
or the leafy roofs the-sleepers are ex-
posed to the attacks of all creatures

that crawl or fly, the worst being

| f8r trivial

venomous -flies and vampire bats,
horrible little silent bloodsuckers
who never cease feeding on their un-
conscious. victims. One convict was
seen by M. Richard whose blood had
been drained seven tithes in one night
and who, said that if only they had
something- to cover themselves with
it. might: be possible to sleep in peace
—but they had mnot:
Fever-Laden Swamps

But Gourdonville is only a small
camp.  "After’ the prineipal establish-
ment. of -“Lies ‘Roache$” the most im-
portant are Passoura :and Pariaceabo,
each with about 200 inmates. Pariae-
cabo is four miles only from : Lies
Roaches . by !river, and a one-horse
tramway leads ‘from the landing
stage into the depths of the forest to
the “Camp of Death,” as it has’ been
christened locally. ' Even its original
name - of ‘Pariaceabe -has a peculianly
sinister sownd, ‘and-fojbe sent thither
is“generally taken #s'starting on the
last -stage-toward the supreme exile.
The fever- which' rises in foetid steam
all over the' 'swamps: and river banks
of ' Guigna '@ssumes 'a . particularly
pernicious form, at Pariaccabo, and
strikes “a, man down ‘almost like' the
spring:"of & wild -béast from the ac-
cursed- forest.”” ©One . of the convicts,
in ‘conversation With - M. Richard, said
that out” of 122 deported to the Kuru
settlements during the previous year
énly ‘17" survived,. and’ of those sent
to -Pariaccabo he was the only one
left. {'When-a batch of fresh prison-
ers’ arrived ' -the’ “warder addressed
them thus—You- hdve come here to
die: ‘in: 30 days not one of you will be
alive!”” It is‘rnot ‘astonishing that on

:{the "same eveéning. most of them risk-

ed being shot*down in an attempt to
escape. ° ; :

One of those who' were recaptured
remarked to M. Richard, “I shall only
try again. I would rather lose’ my
life in trying to save it, than sit
down here and die like a poisoned
dog.” A great number of the prison-
ers in the “Camp of Death” and other
not much more salubrious settlements
at the time of M. Richard’s visit seem
to have been from the army. e §
struck a sergeant who kicked over my
plate of soup and got a life sentence,”’
said one. “And I” said another, “wag
sentenced to death by court-martial.
‘'They told me I should be better off
out here than at hard labor, and all I
had to do was to set fire to my mat-
tress. When the president of the
ccurt told me that I had been sen-
tenced to death, I did not believe him
and begun to laugh, thinking it was a
jcke. But it was only  too true.
Luckily my sentence was commuted.
I burnt my mattress, and am here for
the rest of my life. Yet,” he added, ‘I
have never done much harm to any-
body.” The. reason that so many
military prisoners are found amongst
those sentenced under common law is,
apparently, the difficulty of accommo-
dation in the military prisons and the
severity of the “public labor” imposed
offences. Consequently,
owing to the tradition that the bagne
at Cayenne is quite a pleasant resi-
dence, those who are undergoing short
terms for some purely conventional
military or disciplinary offence com-
mit an extra ‘‘crime,” such as burning
their bedding, and are at once con-
demned for life, or to long terms of
travaux forces instead of the detested
travaux publiques.

Neglect at Headquarters

A new prison had just béen built at
Pariaccabo at the time of M. Richard’s
journey, though it would seem almost
a mockery to prepare such a habita-
tion for human beings in that awful
spot. Going over it with an inspector,
they, nevertheless, found about a do-
zen convicts already inside. Most of
the complaints were of the lack of
sufficient clothing and foot gear.. One
had never had a blanket, whilst a
second, not having received the regu-
lation pair of shoes, preferred to com-
mit some offence and be sent to prison
rather than go into the forest unshod.
To each and all the official made vague
promises, but whén they were alone he
admitted with a sigh that the prisoners
were right to complain, and that things
ought never to be allowed to come to
such a pass. Only fourteen rairs of
shoes had come out to the Kuru river
that year for six hundred convicts, and
the cloth sent out by the central ad-
ministration for the colonies for the
year’s clothing had only reached them
in Novembe.r It became difficult for

the men to get their wearing apparel

for one year before Januarvy of the
next. And in the ralny season it is
most necessary for the men to have A
change of clothing, as the Teport says,
not to preserve their health, but “t
keep them out of hospital, where the
ccst of keeping them is higher.” In
winter they often have to work in ths
forest up to their waists in water, :
the consequence of being comp
remain in the same clothes is a
certain death. Possibly, however, a
the cost of keeping a man in camp i
£28 a year, it is cheaper to kill him
off at once than to keep him te
arily out’ of hospital, where he

cost a few pounds more. At least, this
is M. Richard’s suggestion.

The shocking state of the penit
tiary ‘prisons and camps is, howes
only in degree more open to repro
tion than the whole system in F
itself. One only requires to read ths
last number of the “Revue Penliten-

{tiare’ fo marvel .that things are

even worse at the other end of
world.. And one of the reasons of
growth and _precocity of crime
France is almost certainly to be fou
in the scandalous negligence shownin
the treatment of prisoners of all ca
gories and sexes, young and old, ac-
cused only and condemned, being pro-
miscuously herded together in prisons
which are finally. mere hotbeds of
criminal association and production.

DUCAL FORTUNES

Wealth of Some of England’s Dukes
In' Recent Years

The estate of the sixth Duke (!
Richmond and Gordon, who died wn
September 27, 1903, aged 85 vyears,
was valued for probate at £353,57
gross with net personality of the vaius
of £300,192. But, as appeared in
proceedings which have lately been
reported, he had previously given
bonds for £702,000 to his son, ths
present duke, and to his grandson,
Lord Settrington, now Earl of March,
and other bonds to the amount of
£8,314, all of which it has been hell
were not liable to be charged with
the estate duty.

Algernon George, sixth Duke of
Northumberland, who died on Janu-
ary 2, 1899, aged 88 years, left an es-
tate valued for probate at £50,950,
but he had transferred during his
lifetime to his son the bulk of his
property, which was of great value,
and thus escaped the charge of the
death duties. In these cases, how-
ever, the estate would probably have
eventually come by entail to the per
sons to whom it had been- transferre(.

The fifth Duke of Portland, w
died in December, 1879, leaving a per-
sonal estate under £1,500,000 in valu
had bequeathed by will his estates t
his brother, Lord Henry
upon whom the settled estate woull
devolve, but by a codicil made
August, 1879, after the re-settlems
of the estate in concurrence with h's
cousin, the present duke, the testu-
tor gave his own residuary estate t
the person who succeeded him in
Dukedom of Portland. He was ne:
married, and at his death the Mid
sex Portland estate passed to his si:
ters, and the survivor of them, un
the will of his father. Other d
fortunes of recent years have b
those of:

Eighth Duke of Argyl .......
Ninth Duke of Bedford
Tenth Duke of Bedford
Eighth Duke of Beaufort ...
Fourth Duke of Cleveland
Seventh Duke of Devonshire.
Ninth Duke of Leeds
Eighth Duke of Manchester. .
Eighth Duke of Marlborough.
Seventh Duke of Ruxburghe .
Seventh Duke of Rutland ...
Tenth Duke of St. Albans....
Thirteenth Duke of Somerset.
Third Duke of Sutherland
Third Duke of Wellington ...
First Duke of Westminster ..
Fifth Duke of Leinster
- These amounts do not,
incude settled real estate, nor in
cases the value of any part of
testator’s real estate. The late I
of Westminster thought that the
tled real estate which passed ar
death would be assessed for the
duties at more than £12,000/
London Telegraph.
O— Gaa

New British Battleship.

Newcastle, Eng., Nov. 8T
ish battleship, Superb, anoth«
proved Dreadnought, was lau:
the Elswick yards here today.

Bentinck,

Tuesday,
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